Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




4|.^<4i Vet 10 



^xtuxdth 
||tuu5{|i ^rtottl liisbcriD, 




^^ ^aldoJl- Uci^ru^-< 




I * 







BTTAL PTJCHEESEE 

TRANSLATED 

INTO ENGLISH. 









& CAPTAIN' W. HOLLINGS 

XLVII REQIMENT BENGAL, N. I. 






FOURTH EDITION. 




I.TTCK:i?rO"Wr 



RI-PSINTBD XT THE "NBWUL EISaOBB" FBE3S. 








\ 



■ r 



THE 



BYTAL PUCHEESEE 

TRANSLATED 

INTO ENGLISH. 



BIT 

CAPTAIN W. HOLLINGS, 

XLVII REGIMENT BENGAL, N. I. 



FOURTH EDITION. 



: XiTrciC3sro"W: 



RB-PKINTED AT THB "NEWUL KISHOEE" PRESS. 

1884, 



PREFACE TO THE TRANSLATION 

OP THE 

BTTAL PUCHEESEE. 



My object in translating this work, the 'Bytal 
Pucheesee, has been to produce a translation which 
might enable the youngest Officer in the Army, com- 
mencing the study of the Hindee and Hindustani 
languages, to enter upon the study with a confident 
assurance, that while reading the work he understood 
all that he was reading. 

Beginners are too apt to be discouraged . from 
prosecuting the study of the languages by the diffi- 
culties they meet with at first, and by not understand- 
ing the explanations of their Moonsnees and Punditt;. 
I have, therfore, endeavoured to make this translation 
u very literal one. 

The Bytal Pucheesee is a compound of Hindee 
and Hindustani, with more Hindee than Hindustani ; 
but still containing many Persian, and even Arabic 
words. 

It is also an Examination book, I believe at all 
the three Presidencies of the Army ; and, therefore, 
I thought that a translation might not be unacceptable 
for the use of beginners. 

I now proceed to give a few hints and brief sug- 
gestions for the study of the Native languages. 

First of all, I cannot too strongly impress upon 
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the mind of the young student, that a study of Gram- 
mar is the primary, and most essential requisite. I do 
not mean the niceties of Grammar, but the rudiments : 
the declension of nouns, adjectives, and pronouns, the 
conjugation of verbs, and the elementary parts of 
Syntax. 

Some persons have an opinion that it is not neces- 
sary to begin with Grammar ; that to do so impedes 
a student's progress ; and that a man studying can pick 
up the Grammar, as he progressess in the language, 
g But this seems to me like putting the cart before the 
horse. 

Would any one think of attempting to solve a 
problem of Euclid, until he had first made himself 
acquainted with the definitions and axioms ? And why 
then attempt to translate a sentence, until you know 
what a noun, pronoun, or verb, is and how they act 
and re-act upon each other ? Another mistake often 
made is to suppose, that " a good colloquial linguist " 
or " bolee man " (a term I have often heard applied to 
a pergon who has the reputation of speaking the langr 
uage well, but has never studied it) speaks better, and 
can make himself better understood by the natives, 
than passed interpreters, and men who have studied. 

Now I have met with many gentlemen who had 
this reputation, but I confess that I never in my life 
saw one who had attained that most essential quality 
in a linguist — correctness. It is of little avail to be 
master of a few familiar words, and a few familiar 
phrases, if mistakes are constantly made in the con- 
struction of sentences and wrong cases, wrong tenses, 
and wrong idioms constantly employed. I repeat, there-; 
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foi^e, that it is most essential foi* a student to begirt 
"with the Grammar, which is in fact the key of a lang- 
tiage, and, withont a knowledge of which, no one can 
hope to be a sound or proficient scholar. 

And now for a few hints as to the study of 
Grammar. I recommend Shakespeare's Hindustani 
Grammar to the student. Let him begin with the 
alphabet in the Persian and Devanagari characters, 
which he should learn by heart, and frequently write 
out, so as to become thoroughly acquainted with the 
letters. Then the remarks regarding the short vowels 
and other orthographical signs should be read atten- 
tively, and also the remarks from page 8 to 10, 
and from 10 to 16, regarding the combination and 
pronunciation of letters. These remarks need not be 
committed to memory, but an attentive perusal of them 
will be found very useful. Chapter the third on the 
noun, the fourth on the pronoun, and the fifth on the 
verb, should be studied most thoroughly, and committed 
to memory. 

These three chapters are most important, and con- 
tain about five sixths of the amount of rudimental 
knowledge required by a student. 

I would suggest that the nouns be written out both 
in the Persian and Devanagari characters in all their 
oases, as they are written in the Hindustani and Bruj- 
bhaka Grammar, prefixed to the first volume of the 
Hindustani Selections, supplied by the Government to 
each Native Regiment : and the verbs should be written 
out, in like manner, in both characters, in all their 
tenses^ and in the active and passive voices. 
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The sixth chapter on Indeclinable words, the 
seventh, on the Numerals, and the eighth, on Derivative 
words, need not be read until the student has made 
some progress in the language. I recommend the 
whole of the Syntax, from page 108 to 126, being read 
over most carefully three or four times. 

And this is the^ whole of the rudimental parts of 
Grammar, which I recommend the beginner to study ; 
the niceties and other more difficult parts he can study, 
when he has made some progress in the languages. 

But this extent of knowledge, whicn I think a 
student of ability might acquire in two months, so as to 
have it imprinted indelibly upon his memory, will 
enable a beginner to enter upon his reading with great 
confidence, and he will have no dirificulty in knowing 
what part of a verb, or what part of'a noun, such and 
such a word is, and how certain words are compounded. 

The above extent of Grammar having been acquir- 
ed, I next suggest the reading and translating a few 
easy fables, say ten or twelve, such as those contained 
in the first volume of Hindustani Selections. 

The translations should be made very literally, and 
be written out, and rules of Grammar should be brought 
most strictly into play ; in fact, every word should be 
analyzed and parsed. 

And after some days, the English translations 
should be rendered back into the Native language, by 
the aid of Dictionary and Orammar alone, and compar- 
ed with the originals, when all errors should be corrected, 
and all sentences of peculiar construction, aU idiomatic 
phrases, and all points denoting the nature and genius 
of the language, and differ-ing from English idioms 
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and constructions, be carefully remarked. The student 
can then proceed to read the Bytal Pucheesee, and 
afterwards the Prem Sagur, Bagh-o-Bahar, and Gulis- 
tan, pursuing, with respect to these works, the same 
system of translation, analysis, and parsing. 

This may appear to some a laborious mode of 
studying languages; but I am convinced, from a long 
experience, that it is a simple and easy one; and that a 
fair trial of this mode being made, difficulties will be 
found to vanish more quickly than could be imagined. 
I cannot think of any other method of studying a 
language, by means of which the great object (correct- 
ness) can be So well attained. 

Many men may perhaps become tolerably good 
linguists by other processes of studying the Grammar, 
and analyzing each sentence ; at first, no one can be a 
correct one. With respect to correct pronunciation, it 
i:s scarcely possible to give rules, is English, Irish, and 
Scotchmen pronounce all languages differently from 
each other; and, in point of fact, there seems to be no 
rule for the pronunciation of any language, except the 
custom of the country : — 

** Ut Tolet xuvus. 
Quern pen«s arbitrium et jus, et norma loquendi." 

The best suggestion I can offer, is to employ good 
Moonshees and Pundits, listen attentively to their read- 
ing and accent, and endeavour to adopt their pronun- 
ciation. 

The books which will be found useful, in addition 
to the four Examination books, are Shakespeare's 
Hindustani Dictionary (an invaluable work), the two 
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Volumes of Hindee and Hindustani selections, furnished 
by Government to Regiments, Gilchrist's Dialogues, 
and Captain Starkey's Interpreter, whiph contains 
many military terms and phrases, useful to Officers on 
occasions of duty. 

There are also some good Dialogues, and Military 
terms and phrases in the Selections and Gilchrist s 
work. Frequent conversations with all classes of 
Natives, Moonshees, Pundits, Gentlemen of rank, 
Native Officers and Sepoys, give a student great collo- 
quial readiness and facility, and make him acquainted 
with the characters, manners, and customs of Orientals. 

The young Officer cannot employ a portion of his 
leisure time better, than in conversing freely and un- 
reservedly with the Native Officers and men, not 
merely on points of duty, but also on their private 
affairs, which the more respectable portion of the men, 
who look up to their Officers for advice and protection, 
will not hesitate to lay before him. By this means not 
only will he improve in his colloquial knowledge, but 
will acquire for himself the attachment of the Sepoys, 
founded on the high estimation they will have formed 
of his character. 



Nynbe tall, "i W. HoLLiNGs, Captahiy 
nth July, 1848 j 47 th Regiment. 
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There was a city named Dharaniiggur, the Bajab 
of which was Gundhttrb Sen, who had four queens, and 
by them six sons, each of whom was more learned and 
more powerful than the other. By chance, after some 
days, the Rajah died, and his eldest son, named Shunk, 
succeeded him as Rajah. Again, after some days, Bikrum, 
his younger brother, having killed his elder brother, 
himself became Rajah, and began to govern well. 

Day by day his dominion increased so much, that 
he became Rajah of the whole of India ; and, having 
created a fixed, and not to be shaken government, 
established an sera. 

Some time after this, the Rajah thought to himself 
that he ought to visit the countries of which he had 
heard. Having determined upon this, and having com- 
mitted his throne to his younger brother, Bhurturee, 
and become a devotee (jogee) he began to wander over 
different countries and forests. A certain brahmin in 
that city was practising austere devotion. 

One day a god brought and presented to him the 
fruit of immortality, which' the brahmin having taken 
home, said to his wife, " Whosoever shall eat this shall 
be immortal ; the divinity told me this at the time of 
presenting the fruit to me." When the brahmin's wife 
heard this she wept much, and began to say, " It has 
fallen to our lot to suffer the punishment of a great 
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crime, because if we become immortal, to what indefinite 
period of time shall we beg ; it would even be better 
to die than to ask alms so long. If we were to die, 
we should escape from the afflictions of the world." 
The brahmin replied, " I have received and brought the 
fruit here ; but my understanding has been destroyed 
by hearing what you have said ; I will now do whatever 
you point out." His wife answered ^ him, " Give this 
fruit to the Kajah, and receive wealth in exchange for 
it, in order that you may be enabled to perform acts 
of religious merit yourself and promote the religious 
merit of others." 

Having heard these words, the brahmin went to 
the Rajah and gave him his blessing ; after having 
explained all the circumstances connected with the 
fruit, he said, " great king I be pleased to accept this 
fruit, and bestow some riches upon me : I shall be made 
happy by your living long." The Rajah having given 
the brahmin a lakh of rupees, and allowed him to take 
leave, came into the female apartments, and having 
given the fruit to the queen whom he loved most, said, 
'' queen ! eat this, that you may be immortal, and be 
perpetually young." The queen, having heard this 
speech, received the fruit from the Rajah, who came 
out into his court. A certain kotwal was the queen's 
paramour, to whom she gave the fruit ; and it so hap- 
pened, that a certain prostitute was a friend of the 
kotwal. He gave the fruit to her, and explained its 
([ualities. The prostitute thought to herself, that the 
fruit was a fit present for the Rajah. Having deter- 
mined in her mind upon making this present, she went 
and gave the fruit to the Rajah, who accepted it, and 
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bestowed great wealth upon her and permitted her to 
take leave. 

Having looked at the frnit, and reflected in his 
mind, he was dissatisfied with the world, and Ijegan to 
say, " The wealth of this world is of no use, because in 
consequence of it, we fall hereafter into hell. For which 
reason it is better to practise religious austerities, and 
to hold Bhugwan in remembrance, in order that it 
may be good for us in a future state." 

Having formed this resolution, and gone into the 
apartments of his wives, he asked the queen, what she 
had done with the" fruit he had given her ? She said, 
that she had eaten it. The Rajah then showed the fruit 
to the queen, who, on beholding it, stood aghast, and 
was unable to make any reply. 

After this, Bajah having come forth, and had the 
fruit washed, ate it ; and abandoning his government 
and throne, and having become a devotee (jogee) went 
alone, and without holding communication with any one, 
into the forest. 

The government of Bikrum remained without a 
head. When news of this event reached Bajah Indru, 
he sent a demon to guard Dharanuggur, who kept 
watch over the city day and night. 

At length, tbis circumstance was noised abroad 
from country to country, that Rajah Bhurturee had 
abandoned his government, and gone forth into the 
jungle. When Rajah Bikrum heard the news, he came 
immediately to his own country. It was then midnight ; 
whilst he was going into the city, the demon who was 
guarding it, called out, " Who art thou, and where art 
thou going ; stand and mention thy name ? " 
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The Itajah said, " I am Rajah Bikrum, and I airi 
going into my own city ; who art thou, that stoppest 
me ? The demon replifed, " The gods have sent me 
to protect this city : if you are really Rajah Bikrum, 
first fight with me, and afterwards go into the city." 

On hearing these words, the Rajah having tight-* 
ened his waistcloth, challenged the demon, who came 
opposite to him. The fight began ; at length the Rajah, 
having thrown the demon down, sat upon his breast. He 
said, " Rajah I thou hast thrown me down : I therefore 
grant thee thy life." Then the Rajah said laughing, 
"You must be mad, to whom do you grant life? If I 
wished, I could put thee to death ; how wilt thou grant 
me life?" The demon replied, "Rajah! I will save thee 
from death ; listen first to what I am about to say, and 
afterwards rule over the whole world free from all 



care." 



At length, the Rajah let go his hold of him and 
began to listen with earnestness to what he said. The 
demon said to him, "There was in this city a very 
liberal Rajah, named Chundru Bhan, by chance he went 
forth one day into jungle, and there saw a devotee sus- 
pended from a tree with his head downwards, and cons- 
tantly inhaling smoke. He did not receive any thing 
from any one nor did he speak to any one: having seen 
him in this state, the Rajah came home, and having sat 
down in his court, said, *If any one will bring this 
devotee here, he shall receive a lakh rupees.' Having 
heard this, a courtezan came to the Rajah, and thus 
solicited him: ^If I obtain your highness's permission, 
I:will, after having had a child by that devotee,bring 
it here riding on his shoxdders.' The Rajah was asto- 



( 5 ) 

nished at this speech, and having given the courtezan 
betel, to bring the devotee, (that is, having bound 
her by a solemn vow to do so,) allowed her to depart, 
t^he went to that forest, and having arrived at the 
devotee's abode saw that he was really suspended with 
his head downwards; he ate nothing and drank nothing 
and was withered. At length the courtezan having 
prepared some confections put them into the devotee's 
mouth, who finding them sweet licked them up. « She 
then put more sweetmeats into his mouth, which he also 
ate with relish. In this manner for two days she made 
him taste sweetmeats^ from eating which he gained 
strength. He then having opened his eyes, and 
descended from the tree, asked her, ^For what purpose 
hast thou come here ?' The courtezan said, ^I am the 
daughter of a god, I used to practise religious austeri- 
ties in the celestial regions, and have now come into 
this forest.' The devotee then said, ^Show me where 
thy hut is.' The courtezan, having brought the devotee 
to her hut, began to have all sorts of delicacies prepar- 
ed for him, so that he gave up inhaling smoke and 
began to eat and drink daily. At length, Cupid 
troubled him, and he had connexion with the courtezan, 
who became pregnant. In ten months a male child 
was born. When he was some months old, the woman 
said to the devotee, *0 holy saint I be pleased to go 
now and perform a pilgrii^age, by means of w^hich all 
the sins of your body will be effaced.' Having deceiv- 
ed (or put him off his guard)with this speech, and 
placed the child on his shoulder, she went to the 
Kajah's court whence she had come, after having made 
a vow to perform what she had just done, When she 
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came into the Rajah's presence he having recognized 
her from a distance, and having seen the child on the 
devotee's shoulder, began to say to the people of the 
assembly, 'Behold ! this is the courtezan, who went to 
bring the devotee.' They said, '0 great king ! you 
speak truly; this is the person whom you mention, and 
be pleased to observe, that all the matters she spoke of 
in your presence before she went away, have been 
accomplished.' When the devotee heard these speeches 
of the Rajah and of the courtiers, he imagined, that the 
Rajah had adopted these measures for the purpose of 
interrupting his austere devotion. With these thoughts 
in his mind, he returned thence; and, going outside the 
city, killed the child, and began to perform penance in 
a jungle. After some days, the Rajah's death occurred 
and the jogee completed his penance. In short, the 
fact of the matter is this, that you three have been born 
in the same city, the same mansion of the moon, the 
same division of the great circle described upon the 
ecliptic, and the same period of time equal to two 
ghurees, or forty-eight minutes. You have been born 
in a Rajah's house; the second has been born in the 
house of an oilman ; and the third, the devotee, in the 
house of a potter. You govern here, and the oilman's 
son was master of the government of the infernal 
regions. The potter having performed his penance 
well, and killed the oilman, and metamorphosed him 
into an evil spirit in a cemetery, has kept him suspend- 
ed with his head downwards from a sirus tree, and is 
taking thought to kill you also. If you escape from him, 
you shall have royal power. I have informed you of 
these circumstances ; do not be careless in regard to them. 
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When the demon had thus spoken, he went away. 
The Rajah went to his seraglio. In the morning, 
having come forth, he sat down, and gave an order for 
a general court. All his servants of high and low 
degree came into his presence and offered presents, and 
musical rejoicings and songs began to be heard. The 
whole city were so greatly delighted and overjoyed, 
that in every place and every house, there was dancing 
and singing. 

After this, the Rajah began to govern justly. It 
so happened that one day a devotee^ named Shant 
Sheel, came into the Rajah's court with a fruit in his 
hand, which having riven to the Rajah, and spread a 
cloth on the ground he sat down there ; and, after the 
lapse of about a quarter of an hour went away. The 
Rajah after his departure thought to himself, this may 
be the person of whom the demon spoke. Suspecting 
this he did not eat the fruit ; and, having called the 
steward of his household, gave it to him, and told him, 
to keep it carefully ; but the devotee came constantly 
in the same manner, and gave the Rajah a fruit daily. 

By chance the Rajah went one day to see his 
stable, and he had some companions with him. In the 
meanwhile, the devotee came there also, and as usual, 
put a fr^it into the Rajah'^s hand, which he began to 
toss in the air, when all of a sudden it fell upon the 
ground, and a monkey took it up and broke it in 
pieces. A ruby of such quality came forth from it, that 
the Rajah and his companions were astonished at be- 
holding its brilliancy. The Rajah then said to the 
devotee, " Why have you given me this ruby ? " He 
replied, " great king ! it is written in the Shastru, 



( 6 ) 

that we ought not to go empty-handed to the following 
persons, viz, liajahs, spiritual preceptors, astrologers, 
physicians, and young girls, because making presents 
to them is profitable. Rajah ! why do you make men- 
tion of a single ruby ? There is a jewel in each one 
of the fruits, which I have given to you." 

Having heard this, the Rajah s^id to his steward, 
" Bring all the fruits, which I have given tp you." 
The steward brought them immediately on receiving 
the Rajah's order, and found a ruby in each fruit, 
which he caused to be split. 

The Rajah w^as exquisitely pleased, when he beheld 
so many rubies ; and having caused an examiner of 
jewels to be called, begun to have the rubies proved, 
and thus said, " Nothing shall go with any one after 
death : in the world probity is a valuable possession, 
so tell, with strict truth and integrity, the value of each 
jewel." 

Having heard these words, the jeweller said, " 
great king I thou hast spoken truly. He, whose in- 
tegrity remains, is possessed of every thing. Integrity 
accompanies us, and is of advantage in both worlds. 
great king ! hear me, each gem is perfect in color, 
quality, and appearance. If I were to pronounce 
the value of each to be a crore of rupees, that sum 
would not come up to the value. In truth, each jewel 
is equal in value to a seventh of the world." 

On hearing this, the Rajah was greatly pleased, 
and having bestowed a dress of honor on the jeweller, 
and allowed him to take leave, took the devotee by the 
hand, and seated him on a throne, and began to say, 
"My whole country is not equal in price to one of 
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these mbies ; please explain what is the reason that 
yon, who are n^kedj have given me so many jewels P " 
The devotee said, " It is not proper to talk pnbKcly of 
enchantments, incantations, drugs nsed in medicines, 
good actions, family circumstances^ forbidden food, and 
any evil that we may have heard of any one. All these 
things are not spoken of in public; I will' speak of 
them in ptivate. This is th6 -v^ay of the World, that 
whatever is heard by* three pefrsons is not kept secret. 
No one hears what transpires between two persons, and 
Bruhmu does not even know what a single person only 
has heard ; how can si man then possibly know it ? " 

The Kajah on hearing these words, having taken 
the devotee adide, began to say^ " holy saint I I am 
greatly ashamed that you should have given me so 
many rubies, and that you should not have once eaten 
food. Tell me what you degire." The devotee answer- 
ed, " Rajah I I will practise enchantments and conjura- 
tions in a large place, where bodies are burnt on the ' 
bank of the river Godavery, in consequence of which 
all my purposes will be completely successful, and all ' 
my objects accomplished. I ask this as an alms from 
you, that you may remain one whole night with me. 
By your remaining near me, my incantations will be 
successful^. The hajah then said, "Agreed; 1 will 
come : tell me on what day?" The devotee said,* "You 
must come armed and alone to me on the fourteenth of 
the dark part of thii month Bhadhon, on a Tuesday." 
The Rajah replied, "Go away now; I will certainly 
come alone." 

Having thus exacted a promise from the Rajah 
and taken leave, he went into the temple^ and' 

B 
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made preparations; and, having taken with him all 
things necessary, proceeded to the place where bodie» 
were burnt, and sat down; and on t^ie other hand, the 
Rajah began to meditate upon what had taken place* 
In the meanwhile, the moment for his going arrived; 
upon this the Rajah girding on a sword, and fastening 
tight the cloth ho wore between his le^s, went alone in 
the night to the devotee and saluted him. The devotee, 
(jogee) invited him to come and sit down; and, 
when he had done so, the Rajah beheld on all sides dif, 
ferent kinds of ghosts, spectres, and witches, who had 
assumed frightful forms, danoing, and the jogee seated 
in the midst of them, playing upon two skulls. 

The Rajah on beholding this sight was not at all 
afraid or alarmed, and said to the devotee, " What 
orders have you for me ? " He said, "Rajah, as you 
have come here do one thing. At a distance of two 
koss south from this is a place where bodies .are burnt, 
in which there is a Sirus tree, and on it is a corpse 
suspended; bring it to me, whilst I perform my 
devotions here. 

Having sent of the Rajah thither, the jogee sat on 
the ground and began to repeat prayers. 

The darkness of the night was terrible, and the 
rain poured down with such violence, that it seemed as 
though it would nevr rain again after that day; and 
unclean goblings were making such noise and uproar, 
that even brave and resolute men on beholding them 
would have been perplexed; but the Rajah pursued his 
jumey. Snakes kept twining themselves round his 
legd, but by pronouncing incantations he made them 
loosen themselves. At length, when the Rajah arrived 
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at that place where they burnt bodies, after having 
passed over a very rough road, he saw that goblins 
were laying hold of and eating men, and witches were 
chewing rhe livers of children, tigers were roaring, and 
elephants screaming. When he cast his eyes on the tree he 
saw, that from the root to the topmost twig, every branch 
and leaf was in a blaze; and, on every side, there were 
confused cries of "Kill ! kill I seize him ! seize I take 
care that he does not obtain means of escape/' 

The Rajah was not afraid on belholding this state 
of things, but said to himself, "This must certainly be 
the jogee, of whom the demon spoke to me;" (and, going 
near, he saw a corpse fastened by a rope,) and hanging 
with the head downwards. He was pleased at see- 
ing the corpse; as the trouble he had taken had been 
crowned with success. Taking his sword and shield, 
he fearlessly climbed the tree, and struck the rope so 
forcibly with his sword, that it was severed: the corpse 
fell to the ground; and, on falling, be^;.in to cry violent- 
ly. Upon hearing the sound of his lamentations, the 
Rajah was delighted, and began to say to himself, 
"This man roast be alive;" and, having descended from 
the tree, he enquired who he was. 

On hearing these words the corpse burst out laugh- 
ing, at which the Rajah was greatly astonished; and 
the corpse climbed tree again, and became suspended 
as befor. The Rajah also went up the tree without any 
delay, ai;id pressing the corpse under his arm brought 
it down with him, and said, " Vile wretch ! tell me who 
thou art," He made no reply. The Rajah having refleci>. 
ed said to himself, "This is perhaps the oilman, of whom 
the demon said, that the jogee kept him confined in a 
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place where bodies were burnt." With these thoughts 
in his mind, the B^jah fastened him in his oloth and 
brought him to the jogee. Whatever man displays 
such great resolution will be successful. The Bytal * 
then said to the Rajah, " Who art thou, and where art 
thou carrying me to? " He replied, " I am the Rajah 
Bikrum, and am taking thee off to a jogee." The 
Bytal said, " I will go on condition that I shall return, 
if you speak on the road." The Rajah agreed to hig, 
condition^ 

Upon this the Bytal said, " Rajah I learned men, 
and men of sense and intelligence pass their days 
in the ddights of the Shastrus and of songs ; and 
stupid persons and fools pass their time in ease apd 
sleep. For this reason, it is better that we should 
beguile the road with profitable conversation: listen, 
white I tell you a story. " 



THE FIRST TALE 



There was a Rajah of Benares, named Prutab 
Mookoot, who had a son, named Bujru Mookoot, whose 
wife's name was Muhadevee. One day the young Rajah 
went out on a sporting excursion, taking his minister's 
son with him, and advanced a great distance into the 
jungle ; and, in the middle of it, saw a beautiful tank, 
on the brink of which wild geese, brahminee ducks, 
male and female, cranes ahd wiatep*fowls were disport- 
ing. On all four sides, ghauts of brick had been built: 

lotuses wereki full bloom in the tank. On the banks 

■ ' ■* I ■. ■ -. -■ "-- — ■ ■■«—""» — ^-i^^ 

• Bytal, a kind of gobUnt^whiok if nid to tntte' i«to wd for a 
^Ultrt-inimatedMUi txtdiM.' rr . TVi * 
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Were trees of different kinds, tinder whose thick shade 
the breeze blew coolly, and birds were singing in the 
branches^ and in the forest many colored flowers 
blossoniied, on which swarms of bees were buzzing. 
When they arrived at the bank of the tank, and had 
oome np from the water after having washed their faces 
and hands, they fastened their horses ; and, having gone 
inside a temple and offered adoration to Muhadeo, came 
forth again from the temple. Whilst they were engag- 
ed in adoration in the temple, a certain Rajah's danght- 
er, accompanied by a crowd of attendants, came to an- 
otiier bank of the tank to bathe ; and, having bathed and 
finished her meditations and prayers, taking Her attend- 
ants with her, began to walk abont nnder the shade of 
the trees. The minister's son was sitting down, and 
the Bajah's son was wandering abont, when suddenly his 
and the Rajah's daughter's eyes met ; on beholding her 
the Rajah's son was fascinated with her beauty, and began 
to say to himself, "0 vile Cupid! why dost thou vex 
me ?" And the Rajah's daughter, when she saw the young 
Rajah, took in her hand the flower of the lotus, which, 
after having worshipped, she had fastened on her head, 
and after putting it to her ear, and biting it with her teeth, 
placed it under her feet ; again taking it up, she placed 
it in her bosom and accompanied by her attendants, 
mounted her Conveyance and went home, and the Rajah's 
son, greatly dispirited and drowned in grief on account 
of her absence, came to the minister's son ; and with a 
feeling of shame, began to explain his state to him : 
friend ! I have seen a most beautiful damsel, whose 
name and residence I do not know ; if I do not obtain 
her, I will not live ; I am resolutely determined u^^on 
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this in my mind." When the minister's son heard 
these circumstances, he caused the Rajah to mount, 
and brought him home ; but the Bajah's son was so 
restless from grief at separation, that he sat down and 
abandoned writing, reading, eating, drinking, sleep, the 
affairs of his government, and every thing eke. He 
used constantly to draw her picture, and look at it, and 
weep; and, neither spoke himself, nor listened to any 
one else. When the minister's son saw the state to 
which the young Rajah had been reduced from grief at 
separation from the damsel whom he had seen, he said 
to him, "Whosoever enters upon the path of love, can- 
not survive ; and, if by chance he should live, he suffers 
great grief. For this reason, wise men avoid entrance 
into this path." 

The Rajah's son, on hearing his remarks, replied, 
" I have entered upon this path, whatever the result 
may be, whether pleasure or pain." 

When he heard this determind speech, the 
minister's son said, "0 great king! at the time of going 
away did she say anything to you, or did you say any- 
thing to her? " He replied, " I neither said anything to 
her, nor did I hear her say anything. Then the minister's 
son said, "It will be difficult to gain possession of her." 
The young Rajah replied, " If I obtain her, I shall live, 
otherwise my life is gone." The minister's son again 
enquired, " Did she or not make any sign? " The 
young Rajah replied, "This is what she did: when she 
of a sudden saw me, she took a lotus flower from her 
head and after putting it to her ear, bit it with her 
teeth, and placing it under her feet, put it in her 
bosoni." On hearing this, the minister's son said, " I 
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nnderstand her signs, and have found out her name and 
place of abode." The young Bajah replied, ^^If you 
understand the signs, explain them to me." He hegan 
to say, "Rajah ! by taking the lotus from her head, and 
putting it to her ear, she meant to explain to you, that 
she was an inhabitant of the Carnatic;* and by putting 
it under her feet, she meant to say, that her name was 
Pudmawuttee; and by biting it with her teeth, she 
meant that she was the daughter of llajah Duntbut ; and 
by taking it up again, and fastening it on her breast, 
she meant that you dwell in her bosom." When the 
young Rajah had heard thus much, he said, "It is 
advisable that you take me to the city in which she 
dwells." 

On his saying this, they both dressed, and armed 
themselves; and taking some jewels with them, mounted 
their horses, and travelled in the direction where she 
lived. 

Having arrived in the count?-y of the Carnatic 
after some days, whilst wandering about the city, they 
came under the palaces of the Rajah, and there was an 
old woman sitting at her door- and plying her cotton 
wheel. The two having dismounted approached her, 
began to say, "Mother ! we are travelling merchants, 
our goods are coming up after us, and we have come on 
in advance to search for a place to live in; if you will 
give us a place, we will live there." The old woman, 
on looking at their fiices, and hearing what they asked, 
took compassion on them, and said, "This house is yours, 
remain here as long as you please." When they, heard 
this, they went into the house and lived there; and, 
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* Fronounoed by native Kamfttuk. 
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after some delay, the old woman came in a kind manner^ 
and sat with them, and entered into conversation; upon 
this the minister's son said to her, "Who are the 
members of yonr family, and your near relations, and 
how do yon earn a subsistence?" The old woman said, 
"My son is very well off, and comfortable in the service 
of the Bajah; and I am -the wetnurse of Pudmawuttee, 
the Rajah's daughter; in consequence of my advanced 
age, I dwell in this house; but the Bajah provides for 
my maintenance. I go once a day to see that damsel, 
and returning the^ice submit to my own griefs at home." 
The Rajah's son being pleased at hearing these words, 
said to the old woman, " When you go to-morrow to 
the maiden, please carry a message from me to her." 
She replied, " Son I what need is there for putting it 
off until to-morrow; I will immediately convey any 
message you may tell me." He then said, "Go and say 
to her, that the Rajah's son whom you saw on the bank 
of the tank on the fifth day of the moon, of the light 
part of the month Jeth, has arrived here." On hearing 
these words, the old woman, taking a stick in her hanc^ 
went to the royal palace, and on arrival there found 
the Rajah's daughter sitting alone. When the old 
woman appeared before her, the Rajah's daughter 
made a salaam; and the old woman, having given her a 
blessing, said, "Daughter! I attended and suckled you in 
your infancy : Bhugwan has now increased your stature. 
My heart desires to see the happiness of thy ^ youth, in 
order that I also may be at ease." After having talked 
in this affectionate manner, she began to say, "Thai 
Rajah 's son, whom you fascinated on the fifth day of the 
moon, in the light part of the month Jeth, on the bank 
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of a tanky hai come to mj houae ; he has sont you thitf 
messagt to perform what you promised, as he has 
, arrived here. And I also tell you, that Biajah ' s son is 
worthy of you ; and is as excellent in disposition and 
mental qualities, as you are beautiful." 

When the maiden heard all these speeches she was 
angry ; and taking sandal in her hands, and slapping 
the cheeks of the old woman, began to say, "Unfortun- 
ate creature ! go out of my house." She was distressed 
at this command, and rose up immediately and return- 
ed to the young Rajah, and mentioned all that had 
occurred. 

The Rajah's son was aghast at hearing these 
words. Upon this, the minister's son said, "0 great 
king ! be not at all anxious ; you have not understood 
what has happend.^' He replied, "What you say is 
true, but explain the circumstances to me, that my 
mind may be at rest." He said. " By putting sandal 
on her ten fingers, and striking the old woman in the 
face she meant, that when the remaining ten nights of 
moonlight shall have passed away, she will meet you in 
the dark." After ten days the old woman went again, 
and spoke about the young Rajahs. The Rajah's daughter 
covered three of her fingers with saffron and struck the 
old woman on the neck, and said, " Go out of my house.' 
At length the old woman went away thence quite in 
despair, an^ came and informed the R*ajah 's son what 
had happened. On hearing her statement, h« was 
drowned in a river of sorrow. Seeing him in this 
state, the minister's son said, "Suffer not anxiety ; the 
meaning of this circumstance is somewhat different." 
The young Rajah replied, "My mind is disquieted ; tell 
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me quickly the meaning." The minister's son said, 
" She hfts menses, and has therefore made a further 
delay of three days ; she will send for yon on the fourth ' 
day," When the three days had elapsed, the old 
woman made enquiries after the health of the Eajah's 
daughter on the part of the young Rajj»h. The maid- 
en was angry, and brought the old woman to the west- 
ern door of the house, and turned her out, and, when 
the old woman came and mentioned these circumstances 
to the Rajah's son, he became sad at hearing the 
account. In the meanwhile the minister's son said, 
'^ The explanation of the case is this, that she has invit- 
ed you to come this night by that door." The Rajah's 
son was highly delighted at hearing this ; when the 
time came, they dressed themselres in brown suits, and 
wore gracefully arranged turbands, and armed them- 
selves with weapons of all kinds; and, in the meanwhile, 
it was passed midnight. At that time, there was a 
profound silence ; and ^they went along quietly, and 
without noise of any kind ; when they arrived at 
the door, the minister's son staid outside, and the 
young Rajah went in. On his entrance he saw the 
Rajah's daughter standing there, awaiting his arrival ; 
when their eyes met, and the Rajah's daughter laugh- 
ed ; and, having shut the door, and taken the young 
Rajah with her, went to an appartment dedicated to . 
voluptuous enjoyment. He there saw censers, in 
which perfumes were burnt in different places, and 
female attendants wearing dresses of various, colors, 
standing respectfully, each according to her rank, with 
her hands joined. On one side a bed of flowers was 
spread, and utterholders, pawn-boxes, rose-water hot- 
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ties, trays, and boxfcs with four partitions were arrang- 
ed in order ; on the other side, compound essences, pre- 
pared sandal wood, mixed perfumes, musk, and saffron 
were deposited in metal cups : here and there, were 
colored boxes scattered about, containing w^U-prepared 
confections, and there were sweetmeats of different 
kinds. All the doors and wails were adorned with 
drawings and pictures ; and in them such figures were 
formed, that on seeing each, the beholders was enchant- 
ed. In short, every thing was provided that could 
contribute to pleasure and hilarity; and the whole 
scene was so extraordinary as to baffle description. 

The princess Pudmawuttee took the young Rajah 
to that apartment, and offered him a seat ; and, having 
had his feet washed and sandal rubbed upon his body, 
and garlands of flowers fastened upon his neck, and 
rose-water sprinkled over him, began to fan him with 
her own hands. Upon this the prince said, " Why dost 
thou take so much trouble ? By seeing thee I have be- 
come cool. These delicate bands of thine are not 
adapted for plying the pankuh. Give it to me, and do 
you sit down." Pudmawuttee said, " great king ! 
you have been at great trouble to come here for my 
sake, it is right that I should wait upon you.' Then an 
attendant, having taken the punkah from the princess's 
hand, said, " This is my business ; I will attend upon 
you, and do you both enjoy yourselves." 

Then they began to eat pawn together, and to carry 
on a friendly conversation ; and in the meanwhile the 
day dawned, the princess kept him concealed, and, when 
it was night, they again engaged in amorous pleasures. 
In this manner several days passed away ; and when the 
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jptince wished to* depart, the priiDcesB wotild not let hiiil 
go. A month was thus spent, and the Rajah was greatly 
perplexed, and yerj anxious. It so happened, that one 
night he was sitting alone and thinking to himself, 
"I have given up my country, government, throne, 
family, and every thing else ; but for the space of a 
month I have not once met, or had intercourse with the 
friend through whom I have obtained this ha{)piness4 
What will he say, and how do I know what may have 
happened to him?" He was sitting, occupied with 
all these anxious thoughts, when in the[ meanwhile 
the princess came to the spot ; and, seeing the state he 
was in, began to enquire, ^' great king I tell me what 
grief you suffer, which makes you ait down so sad ? " 
He said, I have a very dear friend, the son of the 
minister, and, for a month past, I have not heard any 
thing of him ; he is such an intelligent and learned 
friend, that through his merits and skill I have obtained 
thee, and he explained all thy secrets to me. " The 
Hajah's daughter said, ^^ great king I your soul is 
there, how will you be able to enjoy happiness here? 
It is, therefore, better that I should prepare confections 
and sweet-meats and other things, and have them sent 
there, and that you should go there yourself ; and, 
having entertained him and given him great consolation 
return with your mind at ease." 

On hearing this, the Rajah's son rose up, and 
came forth; and the princess caused sweetmeats of 
different kinds, with poison mixed in them, to be 
prepared and sent. The prince had gone to the 
minister's son, and was sitting with him, when the 
sweetmeats arrived. The minister's son enquired, ^' 
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freat king! how did these sweetmeats come hereP " 
he Rajah s son replied, " I was sitting at the princess's 
house, sad at the thought of you, when she came and 
looked at me, and enquired why I was sitting in such 
low spirits, and asked me to explain the reason of my 
sadness; upon this I explained to her all the secrets of 
your cleverness, and when she had heard the circum-- 
stances, she gave me permission to come to you, and 
haA had • these siTVi^ttadeats sent for you to eat in order 
that you also itaijr be gratified/* The minister's son 
saidj " You havfe br6ught poison for me; it is wtell you 
have not taken' it yourself. O great king t be pleased 
to listen to one remark from me, — ^ A woman never 
loves her lover*s friend,' you have i^ot done well in 
mentioning my n^me to "her." 

On hearing tHs'thfe prince replied,^^ You speak of 
what no one ever would do. If a mortal' feared not his 
fellow mortal, he" wbuld have a dread of Bhugwan." 
With these . words he threw one of the sweetmeats to a 
dog, which fell down dead in convulsions as soon as be 
had eaten it. The Rajah's son on beholding this 
occurrence was enraged, and began to say, " It is not 
proper to associate with* such a perfidious woman ; 
hitherto I have had an affection for her, but now I 
have found her out. 

When the minister's son had heard these words,he 
said, " great king I what has happened has happened; 
you must now adoft measures to take her to your 
nouse. The Rajah's son replied,^* Brother! this too 
must be done bj* you.^' The ministet's son said, 
^^ To-day do this one thing, go again to Pudmawuttee 
and dp what I tell you; when you first approach her^ 
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show great love and fondness for her; and when &he 
goes to sleep, take off her jewels, and strike her ofl the 
left thigh with this trident, and come away quickly 
thence." 

Having heard this, the prince went to Pudmawutiee 
at night ; and, after a long and affectionate conversation, 
they both slept together, hut the prince w;as secretly, 
watching his opportunity ; at length, when the princess 
was asleep, he took off ail her ornaments, a^nd, having 
struck her on the left thigh with the trident, came to 
his own house ; and having explained aU, the ciroums- 
tances to the minister's son put down all the ornaments 
before him, who took them up, and assuming the 
appearance of a jogee, and taking the prince with him, 
went and sat down in a place where bodies are burnt. 
H^e became a spiritual preceptor, and making the prince 
his pupil, said to him, ''Go into the bazaar and sell these 
jewels. If any one shall lay hold of you, whilst you are 
thus engaged, bring him to me." 

Having heard what he said, the Rajah's. son went 
with the jewels to the city, and showed them to a 
jeweller, near the Rajah's gate, who, on seeing recog- 
nized them, and said, " These jewels belong to the 
Rajah's daughter ;say truly, where you got them." 
Whilst he was talking to the prince, ten or twenty other 
persons collected together on the spot ; when at length 
the kotwal heard of the circumstances, he snet men. and 
had the prince apprehended, and brought to him with 
the ornamenfs and the jeweller, and when he saw the 
jewels, he asked him to state truly where be had got 
them ; the Rajah's son said, " That bis spiritual preceptor 
had given them to him to sell, hut he did not kno'w 



( 23 > 

where he had obtained possession of them ; tlie kotwal 
had the spiritual preceptor also aprehended and brought 
to him, and having taken them both with the ornaments 
into the Rajah's presence, represented all the circums-' 
tauces. When the Rajah had heard the case, he began 
to enquire from the jogee, " Master I ^it^here did you 
obtain possession of these ornaments ? " The devotee 
said, " great king I on the fourteenth of the dark lunar 
fortnight,..! went at night to a place where dead bodies 
are burnt, for the purpose of having a witch' s incantation 
accomplished ; and when the witch came, I took off her 
ornaments and clothes, and made a mark with a trident 
on her left thigh. In this way the ornaments came into 
my possession. " 

Having heard the jogee's statement, the Rajah 
went into the female apartments, and the jogee satjdown 
upon his asun.* The Rajah said to the queen, ^* See if 
there is a mark on Pudmawuttee's left thigh, and what 
sort of mark it is. " The queen went and saw that there 
was the mark of a trident, and when she came back, she 
said to the Rajah, " great king ! there are three even 
marks, as though some one had struck her with a trident.'' 
When the Rajah had heard this account, and had come 
forth and sent for the kotwal, he said to him, " Go and 
bring the jogee here." The kotwal on receiving the 
order, went to bring the jogee,; and the Rajah reflecting 
in his mind began to say, " It is not proper to reveal to 
any one our family affairs, and the designs of our hearts, 
and our losses."' In the meanwhile the kotwal brought 

* Asun— /tr. a seat — which religions mendicants generally carry with them; 
some a deer ekia, o^hezis a leopard or tiger skin, and on which they usually sit. 
The hide of a black male antelope is fa favorite "asun." Some of the gods are 
fabled to use the lotus flower for this purpose. 



( 24 ) 

the jogee into his presence, Jlnd the Rajah, having taken 
him aside, enquired, " Goosaeen Jee ! what punishment 
is written in the Dhurmn Shastru for a woman ? " The 
jogee replied, " great king I if a brahmin, a cow, a wife, 
a child, or anyother person soever, who may he depen- 
ded on ns, shall be guilty of a perfidious act, it is written 
that the person should be banished from the country. " 

Having heard this, the Rajah had Pudmawuttee 
conveyed away in a dooly, and abandoned in a jungle ; 
and after this, the prince and the minister's son, both 
mounting horses, went to that jungle ; and having taken 
the princess Pudmawuttee with them,went to their own 
city. After some days both arrived at the houises of 
their own fathers. All persons whether of high or low 
degree, were highly delighted ; and the prince and prin- 
cess, began to enjoy mutual pleasure. 

Having related so much of the stoty, the Bytal 
asked Rajah Beerbikrumajeet, " Who was iii fault of 
those four ? If you do not explain this, you will fall 
into the infernal regions." Rajah Bikrum said, " The 
Kajah was in fault." The Bytal replied, " How was the 
Rajah in fault ? " Rajah Bikrum replied, " The minis- 
^ter's son performed his master's business, and the kotwal 
obeyed the Rajah's order, and the Rajah's daughter 
accomplished what she desired ; and, therefore, the 
Rajah was to blame for haying banished her without due 
consideration." 

On hearing these words from the Rajah, the Bytal 
went a nd suspended himself on that tree. 

When the Rajah saw that the Bytal was not 
present, he returned to that place and having climbed 
the tree fastened the corpse, and placing it upon his 
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shoulder, took it away with him. Then the Bjtal said, 
** Bajah ! the second story is as follows." 



■^ r 



THE SECOND TALE. 

On the hank of the Jumna, there is a city named 
Dhuremusthd, the Bajah of which is named Goona* 
dhip ; and there is a Brahmin there, whose name is 
Keshnb, who constantly repeats prayers and performs 
Acts of penance on the banks of the Jumna ; his daugh- 
ter's name was Mudhoomawuttee, and she was very 
beautiful. When she was of a fit age to be married, 
her mother, father and brother, all three took thought 
for her marriage ; it so happened that her father one * 
day went to a customer's marriage, and her brother to 
the house of a spiritual preceptor in the village, fdr 
the purpose of reading, and, after they had both gone, 
a Brahmin's son came to the house. Her mother, hav- 
ing perceived his excellent mental qualities az»i peri, 
sonal beauty, said to him, " I will marry my jdaughter 
to thee •; " and the brahmin had consented , at his cu8» 
tomer's house to give his daughter in marriage to brah^ 
min's son ; and the brahmin's son had promised a 
brahmin. at the place where ho had gone to read, to 
give him his sister. 

After some days, the two. father and son, came 
home with the two young brahmins, and, before their 
arrival, a third had been sitting in the house ; one 
was named Tribikrum, the second Bamun, and the 
third Mudhoosoodun ; they were all equal in good 
looks, mental qualities, science and age. The Bral^in, 
when he saw them, began to reflect: " There, is ^one 

c 
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i^icgin^ a^d there are tlxiree bricLegroomfl ; to whom 
shall I give her^ and to ^v^hom shall I notgive hferF 
We three are under promises to these three ; this is 
strange business, what , must he daa^ ?" He -was sitt- 
ing occupied with these though'ts, when a snake bit the 
^rly and she died* Whaniney heard- of this oitfcums- 
iaoce^ heir father^ brother, and the: three ^bs of . brafa- 
ihiojSy. all &re, ran; ^S in a body dnd.brougllt 
iniok with them all the exorcists and persons 
-ekiUed in charms and mcantations against poisons 
ihiOj could find, who, upon beholding the girl, 
^id that she <could not live, (i. e. be restored to life.) 
3^: first said, ^^ A person does! not surriye, who has 
^wen-bitteik bjra snake dnfthe fifth,'6ixth, eighth, i»nth or 
fouflnMeniiih tlay !fo the hxnar (month." (Ehe second said, 
iS'A. person akb bitten on a Saturday or.. Tuesday doiis 
^C(t)KYBu»"! The third: said, " Poison infused during the 
■Bokuee,! Mugka; ^Ashlekha, Bishaka, Mool, and Kritika 
Jimiisiofflui of'themoob, does not come but/' The fourth 
-Saad^ "'A' person bitten in the Organs of sense, in the 
lipSi, cheeks, neck, sibdomen, navel, in any of these 
^brfeft,') cannot escape' death.'' The fifth said, /^ In this 
ea^e^* Biml^mu > himself could n6t restore her to life ; 
tof,hwhmt avail are we? Do you now perform her 
funeral obsequies, and we will take leave. ' 

^ >Hav4n^ thus spoken, tlje men skiHed in dharms 
'BDjdrincaiitaitipns^ent away ; and the Brahmin, after 
diaving >taken the corpse, and had it burnt at the nsnal 
f place, went bomie. After tiiis, the three young men 
md as follows >: — One of them, selecting and fastening 
.togeihed some of the burnt bones, became a fakeer and 
'^wandered'OT^er different forests^ The seoeod, hario^ 
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%\eA her ashes invH bundle) ]Bindi)liilt a 3!tiiiail hut tiuftra, 
be^n to live on tho'Spoi where her corpse was httint; 
The third becoming a jogee, and taking a wallet and 
neddaee, began to ttavel from conntrj to .conniirj. 
One day he went in a certain conntry to a far&hmin'j 
house for. food ; the brahmin, iwho was a hoitsjehold^y 
began to my when he had seenihim, ^^ Be so good M 
to.tdaiyonr food. here to-day." At<these words/ he .saj|i 
dojM^n ; when the. victuals were seady^ithe Brahmin 
having canted hia raest's feet an4 fa^nds to ba washed, 
and taken kirn to the square place, wher^ the fQod . .lYas 
{prepared, gave hiiqa a, seat, .and sat near him, and his 
wife came to serve otitthe food ; some of the food bad 
been served up and some was still tp bei di^tribin/tod 
when km youngest son came crying and laid bold of 
the border of has mother's dress. She tried to mak^ 
him let it go, but he would not ; and the more she 
^oa;i&ed him, the more he cried, and the more obsti^at/e 
he became. Upon this the Brahmin's . wife, being 
angry, took up the child and threw it on the fire-placQ, 
where there was a fire ; the child was burnt to ashes. 
Whf^ the brahmin saw this act done, he rose up with- 
out eating: any thing. Then the paan of the house, said, 
*' Why do you not eat ?" He replied, " How can any 
one eat food in a housie in which a diabolical act has 
been committed ?" 

. Having he^rd these words the householder rqse 
up, and we^it to another part of his . house ; and 
having brought a book on the. science of restoring to 
life, and extracted a charm from it^ and repealed 
prayers, restored his sou to life. When the brahmin 
aaw this wonderful .act perfori^ed, he began to reflect 
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in. his own mind, ^^ If I could obtain possession of this 

book,'! too could restore my beloved to life." Having 

resolved, to obtain possession of it, be ate his food, ai^a 

remained there. Late at night all had eaten supper 

and, lying down in their respective sleeping placets, 

were conversing with each other in difiPerent parts of 

^e houi^e. The brahmin had also lain down in one 

l^art of the house, but remained awake whilst lying 

dbwji. When he thought that the night was far spent 

idnd that all in the house were asleep, having got up 

silently, and gone into 'the host's room, be took the 

bdok and wAnt away with *it, and, after some days, 

caihe'to the place whftre they had burnt the- Brubmin'^ 

ida/ttghter^s bckly. He found the other two brahmins 

thete aJso, who had ^at down, and enterd into eonversa- 

tiiMi,' The! two brahmins having recognized him, came 

and paid biro a visit, and said, " Brother ! you have 

wandered fpom country to country, but tell us, have 

you learnt any science ?" He said, ^' I have learnt the 

-jM^ience of restoring the dead to life.*' They replied, " If 

vou have learnt 'this science restore our beloved to life." 

ile saidy " Make a heap of the ashes and bones ^and I 

will restore hef to life. " They collected the xishes and 

bones togetiier, and upon this having taken a charm 

from the book, he repeated some prayers, and the girl 

rose up restored to life. Then Cupid so blinded them 

M three, that they began to wrangle with each other. 

^' • HavinfcJ related so much of the story, the Bytal 

ftrfidy,*' Rajah ! explain whose wife she was?" Kajah 

teifcrum- sfaidj ** She belonged to him who built ibha 

f5g;fe^'S'iut and dwelt there." The Bytal said, " If one 

6f 1-hem 'had fiot kept her bones, bow- could she have 
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lived'; tod if the second brahmin had riot learnt i thf> 
science of vivifying, how could he have restored hen to 
life ?" The Rfajah repiled, "He who kept her bones 
occupied the place of her son, and he who refltorcd 
her to liiFe was, as it were, her father. She therefore 
became the ivife of him who kept her ashes, and flwolfc 
in a httt at the place where her body had been burnt." 
Having heard this answer, the Bytal climbed up 
th6 trfee again, tad became suspended ; and the Rajan 
having followed anfl found him, placed him upon hife 
shoulder, and carried him off again. 



THE THIRD TALE. 

TtfB Bytal sj^id, " Rajah ! there is a city named 
Burdwan, in which there was a Rajah whose nam^ 
was Roopsen. It happened one day that the Rajah 
sitting in a hpuse near his own gate, when ^ froni put* 
side the dpor, the sound of some people outside reach- 
ed him." Th^^Rajah sfeid, " Who is at the door, 
and what noise is it I hear ?" The door-keeper replir- 
ed, " O great king I you have asked a very proper 
question ; many persons come and sit at the threshold 
of a siqk man's house for the purpose of taking away 
his life atid property, and they make all sort of excuses 
for doing so : it is people of this kind, who are mak- 
ing the noise." When the Rajah heard this, be re- 
mained sil^nta In the meanwhile, traveller named 
Beerbur, a Rajpoot, came from the southern quarter to 
the Rfijah's door, in the hope of obtaiajng service. 
The door^Jieeper, having ascertained his citumstances, 
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ftHid to tlie Bajafa^ ^' O^rent king I an arnied maii har^ 
cbmeiii tbd expectation of employment ; he id standing 
at tfce dodr^ and, if fae obtain joUr fiiigbiless'M\p^- 
miBBiom hfe will oomein to.yotir pre^etnoe." Ba'^inc 
faeflnrd tnts^ the Bajafa gave the ordeif to bring him, and 
Ijbe' door-keeper went and brought him* Updn this the 
B^ah eflqniredy "Oh. Rajpoot T what shall I givrf thee 
for thy d^iy expenses ? . Beerbup, having Heard thife, said 
'^ Gi've me a thousand tolahs of goM daily, and I shall 
bel ablQ to subsist.'.' > The Rdjah toiq«ir€fd> " Hdw nianjf- 
persons are there, with you ?" He said. " First, is 
my wife ; second, my son ; third, my daughter ; 
fourth, myself ; there is no fifth person with me." 
When they hear J hiih sj)eak thus,/ all', the people of 
the Bajah s court, turned aside their faces, began to 
liWgh ; but thd Rajah %%gB.tk to consider, why the Rajpoot 
Ittd- asked for so mu<5h ihdn^y. He thoujght tc^ bftrni- 
fedf, that if^ he give Mm di gre^^ deal, it ^6\M ' ilUfm 
t6 ad<tk6lbage som^ d^y 'i with thi^ idea in his tnind, b« 
^M fot^ his tteastii'er, and said to him, " GAve dtrffy 
i^th ifty trefesiirjf a- thousdnd- tbkhs of gold to thii 
Biedi<bTftr." 

Baviiig heard tMsf cofcriiand, Beerbtlr' took si 
Ifihousatid td^lah^ of goU fot" that diay } ^d h^t1fl|^ 
tetftfght^it to the plac^ t^here he wais stiijpjfl^, aiid 
dMd^ iflto Sh^rfe^, distrtbtrted hatf of it t&hf^ttki^ 
-aii^'haViiltg dMded the'reihafeing haM^ ititb Itwo' portions 
■My^ ione to |»lg¥in4i^, hytti^^, the wO^^ppertf of 
Til§*ffu, ' l^i^tffa^ee^, atid •With Ac I'emaittiiig mHim 
'pr'mif^ fb6d^, ^lid fedf 1d96> bodi< ; &e fettiititid«F b€f kept 
U't m oi^ -iSdS /In thi:^ til^fan^ h« c(M3i$talit}y mbulstigd 
Min^lf d^4' t^if^^ and chitih^fi, W^ he t^d T^tesmi ddly 
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ib tiie^ elviening to guard ^b £hJB9Vflitted>hiirHU>Ili00iisi)iifddr 
and spi¥0td) 5 and wSemeveiiithe Bajfirh aimke, 'fr'Mij fllee^. 
aaid calliod oiri, '*^Ja any- forie ptjerient/' the; Ha^pootc 
replied, " Beerbur ia presen t; . VbatJefverr^o <BC&rt 
you give, he. will: obey*'^ Iiif bbi& ihdnnser, i^ibed iJbas 
Kajah oatled oUt^ be mkd^ ansivreTvi ^^ 'Tbatl fiee^bnir >'#M) 
prseent, aiid' ready* ' to db any tbkig tbeiiBfa^jdikimi^BV 
order/' He tbns £rdm' ararice; rema^ined yigtilanEtjalli 
niglit ; ilioreoyer, ^betber be- was: eatings .dJcin^ingi^t 
asleepyttiming or wandering about, be ccLntinned jab^hhl 
mindful of bis ' mastep. It is a custom, tbat if ^ mian . 
sella anotber luan, tbat atber isr sold:;; but - »i. mnwaa^ hi/i 
performing service sells bihiself, and Tfben{!hiavi^)86ld, 
he becomes subservient, and, bow can a. man be Mhf>ipf.^' 
who is. under Bubjeotion tp an<6tber ? Momm&t) iotelliH: 
gentj rwiB© and learnid he may be, bfji i^o^wrthelfewi 
rbmains silent as a dumb man /wlienevi^ b^ may /berin' 
Ub master'g preserice**-*when at a: distance fpemhasBk^^ 
be is at ease ; for this reason- learned, .menj-sajti-fbiat ifeol 
serve properly is, more diffiou][fc than :tQ J)'erfoitn pi>®jwr/ 
penanoei '.'':': 

It 490 bsl^pened one nigbst tibat the sound -o£ik' 
woman crying came from a place where th$< feodiesjof 
thfc dead viieiie buni*; The. Rajhh, ha<ting heawJ the 
nxDdBercoHed but,^ Is any one present ? "^ Biae^HbuTj «ktL 
heaTicp; ttese v^tm^sj said, "That be w^^ pnea^nst/ ajudi 
reidy to execute any ordfir." Th^ Rajah Ordjered biUI to' 
g& to.tlie spot, whence the sound of the crying procoedfid^ 
and to return quickly, after baying enqui^ frofiJ fetor- 
tiie readofn. of her weeping. •• vi,' 1 

' Baviag giien bimihi^ erdier^ tiie Bajah;b(ifap>toi 
n^ to Umsf lf,/>^ Wiioeiiet' wiahes to make^ trial oil a sbXh 
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vani should order him to do things in season and oat of 
season ; if the servant carry his order into effect, the 
master may know that he is useful ; and if he dispute,or 
make objection, then the servant is good for nothing ; 
and brothers and friends should be proved in, times of 
difficulty, and a wife should be tried in poverty.'* 
When the Bajpoot received the order, he went to the 
place where there was the sound of a woman crying, and 
the Rajahj'unknown to Beerbur, followed him dressed in- 
black, to test his courage. In the meanwhile Beerbur 
arrived at the place where bodies were burnt, and where 
the woman was crying, and there saw a beautiful female, 
loaded with jewels from head to foot, and lamenting 
bitterly, sometimes she danced, sometimes she lept, 
and sometimes she ran about, there was not a tear 
in her eyes ; but beating her head, and uttering cries of 
lamentation, she dashed herself on the ground. 
Observing these circumstances, Beerbur enquired from 
her, " Why are you crying and beating yourself so 
violently ? Who are you, and what grief afflicts you ? ' 
She replied, " I am the good genius ( Prosperity ) of 
the Rajah." Beerbur said, " What is the reason of 
your weeping ? " 

She then began to explain her circumstances to 
Beerbur, that " Soodru like acts are committed in the 
Rajah's house, by reason of which poverty will come to 
his filmily, and I shall leave him ; after the lapse of a 
month the Rajah will die, having endured great 
affliction : this is the grief for which I am weeping. 
I have caused great happiness in his family, and there- 
fore^ what must happen is to me a subject of regret, 
and what I noW say cannot in any way prove to bo 



( 33 ) 

untrue*'* Beerbur than enquired^ " Is there any 
remedy by means of whicli the Rajah may escape and 
live for a hundred years ? " She said," In the eastern 
quarter, at a distanee of four kpss, is a temple of Devee; 
if you will present your son's head to that Deveej, 
having cut it off with your own hand, the Rajah will, 
by this means, reign a hundred years, without any 
interruption. " 

On hearing these words Beerbur went home, and 
the Rajah also followed him. When he reached home^ 
having awakened his wife, he explained eyery thing 
that had happened to her in detail. When she had heard 
this circumstance, she awakened her son, but her 
daughter awoke also. She then said to her son, " Son I 
by offering your head the Rajah's life will be saved, 
and the government will remain firm." 

Having heard this the boy said, " Mother 1 in the 
first place I am bound to respect your orders ; secondly, 
to promote my master's wishes ; thirdly, if this body 
can be of use to a divinity, there is nothing better in 
the world than this. In my opinion, it is not right to 
delay in this matter : A son under one's authority, a 
body free from disease, an eager desire for science, an 
intelligent friend, and an obedient wife, whosoever shall 
obtain these five will find that they are bestowers of 
happiness and dispellers of grief. An unwilling servant, 
a parsimonious i<ajah, a perfidious friend, and a wife 
not under control, these four drive away ease, and 
occasiongrief. Again Beerbur began to say to his wile, 
"If thou wilt give up thy child willingly, I will take him 
away, and offer him as sacrifice for the Rajah's sake." . She 
rq)lied, " Son, daughter^ brother, relations, mother^ 
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fathet*, aiid all others are Dothiig to me; I look io j<M' 
atlone. And in the Dhnrmti Shastm also it is thn^'writi^iy, 
tbat a woman is not made pure by gifts or r^'KgJottsrites^ ; 
her virtae^ consists in doing her duty to a4id w^iSog 
Hpoii her husband, whether he be lame, maimed in the 
haihds, dumb, deaf, blind, with only one eje,B,l^p^^ 
humpbacked, or whaitever he may be ; if she perform 
any other kind of good works in the world,- and do^ not 
obey her liusband, she shall fall into hell." H-et' son 
s^id, ^* Father ! whoever can advance his master's ini- 
terests in the world may live to good purpose, and is 
benefited in both worlds by doing so.'" Het daughter 
then said, ^^ If a mother give poisoft to her daughter, 
and a father sell his son, and a Rajah take away evdry 
thing from a subject, to whom can these three feok for 
protection?" 

The f6ur, reflecting and conversing thus with each 
other, went to the temple of Devee ; Wie- Rajah went 
also after them secretly. When Beerbnr arrived' there, 
having gone into the temple and performed adoration 
to Devee, he began to say With joined hands 2 "0 
Devee, 1 grant that by my saorifidftg my son, the= 
Rajah may live for a hiitidred years ! Having thns 
^pokeii, he struck him such a blow with a sword, that 
his son's head Ml upon the earth. On behi&lding her 
bi'other's <leath, the daughter inflicted a wound on her 
tieck with a sword, by which her head was separated 
from her body and fell. When she- beheld iAia deaiii of 
her son and daughter, Beerbtir's wife gave- herself such 
a wottnd on the back of her neck, that her hdftdf wHS 
severed from het body. Having beheld the deaith of 
those three, Beerbur reflecting in bis mind, began to' 
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say, ^^ Since my son h dead, for whoni sball I conttim^ 
to perform service, and to 'whom shall I give the gold 
1 receive from the Batjah.?" Having thus considered^ 
he stimck himself such a blow with a sword on the baok 
of his neck,. that his head was separatedrfrom his body. 
And on beholding the death of those four persons, the* 
imah siaid to himself, " The lives of Beerbnr^S' family 
ha^e been sacrificed for my sake ; it wodid be an accurs- 
ed? thinff to ciia-ry on a government? mow, on account of 
which the whole family of one man have been desferoyed, 
and one Rajah is left to govern : it would not be just to 
carry on such a government." With these thoughts in 
his mind, the Rajah was on the point of killing himself 
with his sword, when, in the meanwhile Devee came 
and laid hold of his hand, and said, "Son 1 1 have been 
deKghted- ^^trith thy resolution, I will grant thee what- 
ever hdon thou msayest ask from nre." The Rajah 
replJedL " Mother 1 if thou hast been delighted, restore 
ihem^ four .persons to life." Devee* said, " This shall 
be ;'* atttf on saying these words, having brought the? 
watiW df imittortality from the' internal regions, she 
i^stotfed' the foui* to life. After this, the Rajah divided 
his kitl^^ni with Beerbitr. 

Saving related thus mwdh ike Bytal ssrid, " How 
happly is- that servant, who did not hesitate to sacrifice 
his own- liffr, and the lives of his family for the sake of 
his mister^, afid happy is the Rajah who did not exhibit 
& longing greedy desire, either for his government' or 
Kfe ! Raj^h f I a* thee this cyaestion, whose vittm 
6f these five wAs mbst ^ejtcsftHent ? " Then Rajsh' 
Bikrtiinajeet srtid, " GSle Hajab^s virtue was iiie greats 
est." The Bytal enquired, " Why ? " The lajah 
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answered, ^' It is becoming in a servaiit to giv^ up his* 
life for his master, because *tbis ' is a servant^s chief 
excellence, but the Bajah abandoned his government 
and throne, and did not value his life a straw for his 
servant's sake, and therefore, the Rajdh's virtue excee- 
ded that of the others." 

Having heard these words, the Bytal wfent agaiin, 
and was suspended on the tree, ini the place where the 
bodies of the dead were burnt ; and the Rajah, having 
gone there, bound and took him away* 



T^HE FOURTH TALE. 



THEN the Bytal said, " Rajah 1 there is a city 
named Bhogwuttee, the Rajah of which is Roopsen, 
who has a parrot called Chooramun. One day the 
Rajah enquired from the parrot, " What dost thou 
know ? " The parrot said, " great king ! I know 
every thing. " The Rajah said, " If you have 
knowledge on the subject, explain where there is an 
elegant damsel, equal in rank to me." Then the 
parrot replied, " great king in the Mugudh country, 
there is a Rajah named Mugudheswur, and his 
daughter's name is Chundrawuttee ; you shall be 
married to her, as she is very beautiful and learned." 

The Rajah having heard this speech of the parrot's 
sent for an astrologer, named Chundrukant, and 
enquired, ^^ To what damsel shall I be married ? " He 
having ascertained by means of astrology, said, "There 
is virgin named Chundrawuttee, to whom you shall be 
married." 
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The Bajah bavmg heard these words and caused 
a brahmin to be called, and explained every thing to 
him, s£^id . to him at the tiipe of sending him to the 
Kajah Mugudheswnr, " If yoii arrailge snccessfuUy 
for my marriage, I will make yon happy." 

Haying heard these words, the brahmin took leave, 
The Eajah of Mugudheswur's daughter had a nminah, 
named Mudunmunjiiree. The Bajah's daughter one 
day also thus enqwed from Mudunmunjuree, ^' Where 
is there a husband, worthy of me?" The mainah 
replied, >^ Bajah Bdopsen of the city Bhogwuttee shall 
be- thy lord." In short, without seeing one another, 
each had. become enamoured of the other, when, aftei? 
the lapse of some days, the brahmin also came there, 
and delivered the message of, his own Bajah to the 
Rajah of Mugudheswur, who agreed to Avhat the 
brahmin proposed ; and, having caused ja brahmin of 
his own to be called, and entrusted to him the nuptial 
gifts, and all customary things, sent him with the other 
lirauhmin^ and gave him this injunction : " Go and 
preseat my/ respects to the Bajah ; and having made 
■the custDmary marks .upon his forehead, retmm quickly ; 
when you come back, I will make preparations for the 
3iarriiage.:" In short these two brahmins started 
jbbence, and after some days arrived at the abode of 
Bajah Boopsen,.and mentioned all that had taken, place 
iit the other. Bajah^s. Having heard this, the Rajah was 
]f)lea6ed, and putting every thing in readiness set out to 
be married,- and arrived after .several days in that 
oountr|)ri. When the inarriage ceremony was over, he 
took the bridal gifts and dowry, and bidding aJdieu 
to the Rajah Mugudheswur went to his own kingdom. 
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The Rajah's daughter also at the time of setting out^ 
took Mudttnmanjuree's cage with her, tind after some 
dajd they ai^nved in their own country, and began to 
live happily in their palace. 

It happened one day, that both the cages of the 
Parrot and liainah «had been placed near me throne 
when the Rajah and Ranee be^n to say to each other, 
^^No one can pass life in solitude ; it is better ^ marry the 
Mainah and Parrot together, and place them in oae cage, 
that they may live happily*" Having thus conversed, 
and caused a large cage to be brought, they placed them 
both in it. After some days, the Rajah and lianee were 
sitting conversing with each other, when the Parrot 
began to say to the Mainah. ^^ In the world sexual 
connexion is the root of every thing, and the lives of aU 
who have been born in the world, and have not had 
sexual connexion, have passed away to no purpose ; for 
this reason let me have sexual connexion with you. " 
Havmg heard this the Mainah said,^^ I have ao desire 
for connexion with a male. " The Parrot asked, 
^^ Why? and the Mainah said, ^^ Men are sinful and 
devoid of religion, treacherous, and murderers of 
women." The Parrot having heard this, said, 
^^ Women are also deceitful, false, ignorant, avaricsious, 
and murderers." When they thus both began to dispmte, 
the Rajah enquired, ^' Why are you thus disfniting with 
each other? " The Mainah said, ^^0 great king ! men 
are sinners and murderers of women, and, tharefere^ I 
have no desire for a male. groat king I please to 
listen while I mention one thing to prove that aen are 
fluch."^ 
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Sioryof the MainaL 

TflBBB was a city i>amed Elapore, in which was a 
very w^thy merchant, who had no family ; for this 
reason he was constantly performing pilgrimages and 
faatiiig, and Usioning continually to the Pooranns^ alid 
bestowing many gifts npon , brahmins ; at length, after 
some space of time, by the pleasure of Bhugwan, a son 
w^ bornto the.njerchant, who- celebrated his birth with 
great splendour and rejoicings, and bestowed many 
presents upon brabmins and bards ; and gave largely 
also tp th^ hungry, Uie. thirsty, and the poor. When ihe 
sbi^ wa§ five. years old. he had him taught to read ; he 
U^ed to. go froip his, father -g house for the purpose of 
reading, and on arrival amongst the other boys used 
to, ganable with them. After some time the mer^ant 
died, and hia son having become master, spent his days 
in g^bling, and his nights in fornication. Having 
thus dissipated all his wealth in a few years, and being 
without resources, he quitted his country, utterly 
ruine4, and arrived at the city of Chundrupoor where 
was a very rich merchant, named Hemgoopt, to whom 
•he went and mentioned the name and circumstances of 
lis father.. He was pleased at hearing them, and ros0 
and embraced him^ and enquired the reason of his 
coming. He replied, ^^ I had taken a ship, and gone tt 
an island for the purpose of trading, and, baving goniB 
there and sold all my goods and taken other articles on 
board, I started in the ship for my own country; 
suddenly such a storm arose, that the ship was wrecked, 
and I was left sitting on. a plank, and have come here 
floating on it ; but I am ashamed at having lost all my 
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property and wealth, and how can I in this condition 
go and show my face to the inhabitants of my own 
city?" At length when he had thus spoken in 
presence of the merchant, the merchant began to reflect 
in his mind, " That Bhngwan had obliterated all his 
anxiety whilst he was sitting qtiietly at home, and that 
such an opportunity had been offered by the favor of 
Bhugwan ; it is not right to delay. The best plan is to 
jnarry my daughter to him ; whatever can be done now 
is best : who can know the morrow ?*' 

Having formed this design in his mind and come 
to his wife, lie began to say her, " A merchant's son has 
come ; if you consent to it we wijl marry our daughter 
fi-uttunawuttee to him. "She was pleased at hearing 
the proposal, an(l said, *^ Sah Jee! such ai) union is only 
formed by the interposition of Bhugwan himself, be-, 
cause the desires of our minds have been accomplished 
whilst we were sittine quietly at home ; for this reason, 
it is better not to aelay, and, having caused a family 
priest to be called and the fortunate planetary conjunc- 
tion to be fixed upon, have the marriage performed. " 
The merchant having then summoned a brahmin, and 
fixed upon the fortunate conjunction ^.nd time, and 
liaving given his daughter in marriage, bestowed a 
Jarge dowry upoij her. At length, when the marriage 
had been completed, they began to live together at the 
naerchant's house ; after some days the bridegroom said 
.to the pierchant's daughter, " My mind is sad at the 
thought that it is long since I came into your country, 
and T Have not received any news of my own home and 
family ; 1 have explained all my circumstances to you, 
you ought now to persup^de your mother to allow me to 
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take leave, and go to my own city ; if you are desirous 
of accompanying me, do yon come also." Then she 
said to her mother, " My husband wishes to take leave 
and go to his own country ; do you now act in stteh a 
way that his mind may not be afflicted." The mer- 
chant's wife went to her husband and said " Your 
son-in-law has asked for permission to go to his own 
home." Having heard this the merchant said, " Well, 
we will let him go, because We have no power over 
another person's son ; we will act so as to please hirh." 
Having thus spoken and called his daughter, he 
said tp her, " Tell me, will you gd to your fath'er-in-law's 
family, or remain in your mother's house ?" The 
daughter was ashamed and gave no answer, aijd return- 
ed to her husband and said to him, "My father and 
mother have said, that they will act so as to please you, 
do not leave us," At length the merchant having sent 
for his son-in-law and bestowed great wealth upon him, 
allowed him to take leave, and allowed his diaughter to 
depart also with a doolee and a female servant. When 
having gone thence, he arrived at a jungle, he said to the 
merchant's daughter, " There is great fear here ; if you 
will take off all your jewels and give them to me, I will 
fasten them in my waist, and, by and bye, when you 
come to the outskirts of the city, you can wear them 
a gain." On hearing this she took off all her ornaments; 
and he having taken them, and dismissed the bearers, 
and killed the female servant, threw her into a well ; 
and having forcibly pushed his wife into a well and 
taken all the ornaments, went off to his own country. 
In the meanwhile, a traveller came along that road, arid^ 
having heard the sound of weeping, stopped, and began 
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to say, "Whence does the sound of mortal weeping 
proceed in this jungle ?" Having thus reflected^ he 
went to the quarter whence the crying had proceeded, 
when he saw a well ; on peeping over which, he beheld 
a woman in tears ; whom, having dragged out thenc<-, 
he began to enquire into her history : ^' Whp art thou, 
and how hast thou fallen in this well ?" Having heard 
this, she said, "I am the daughter of the merchant 
Hemgoopt, and was travelling with my husband to his 
own country, when thieves came and surround-e4 us ; 
and, having killed my female servant, threw me into a 
w^l, and bound my husband and carried him off together 
with my jewels : I have no intelligence of him, nor be 
of me.' 

Having heard this, the traveller took her with him, 
and escorted her to the merchant's door. She went to 
her mother and father, who, on seeing her, began to 
enquire, ^^What has happened to you?" She said, 
*' Thieves came and robbed me on the road, and, having 
l^iUed Ttiy female servant and thrown her into a well, 
pushed me into a dry well ; and having bound my 
husband, carried him off together with my ornaments. 
When they began to ask for more money, he said, * You 
have. taken all I had, what have I now left?' More than 
this- r know not; whether they put him to death, or let 
him^Qc? Upon this her father said, '* Daughter I be 
not anxious, thy husband is alive, and, by the will of 
Bhugwan^- will be restored to thee in a few days, be- 
IcaAise* thieves .seek for money and not life," In short the 
merxjjbant. pr-esented her with other ornaments in ex- 
changij £91 those, she had lost, and gave her great comfort 

'and Jcan«olation. And the merehant'21 eon having ar- 
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rived at his home, and sold all the ornaments began to 
pass his days and ilights in debauchery with women, and 
began to gamble to such an extent, that all his money was 
expended, and he was in want of food. At last, when he 
began to suffer very great distress, he thought to hijnfitelf 
one day, that he would go to his father-in-law's house, apd 
pretend that a grand-son had been born, and that he 
had come to congratulate him on the event. Having 
resolved upon this in his own mind, he started on his 
journey and arrived there after some days ; when he was 
about to enter the merchant's house, his wife saw from 
an opposite direction that her husband was coming, and 
said to herself, " May he not turn back from fear. ' lu 
the meanwhile she approached him, and said, " Husband ! 
be not at all troubled in mind, I have told my father 
that thieves came and killed my female servant, and, 
having made me take off all my ornaments and thrown 
me into a well, they bound my husband and carried 
Inifi off; do you also tell the same story. Be not at all 
anxious ; the house is yours, and I am your slave." 
Having thus spoken she went into the house, and he 
went to the merchant , who rose up and embraced him, 
and enquired into all his history ; he told every thing 
just' as his wife had instructed him to do; there was 
rejoicing throughout the house. After this, the mer- 
<;hant, having caused him to be bathed, (that is, furnish- 
ed all the necessaries for bathing) and placed food before 
him, and treating him with great favor, said, "This 
house is yours, live happily here." He remained there, 
and after some days the merchant's daughter came to 
sleep with him, wearing her jewels, and fell asleep. At 
midnight when he saw that she was fast asleep, h/e 
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wounded her in snch a way in the throat with a knife 
that she died ; and, having stripped her of all her orna- 
ments, went oflF to his own country. 

Having narrated thns much, the Mainah said, 
" great king ! this I have seen with my own eyes, 
and, therefore, have no desire for a man ; the dispo-. 
sition of Irian is so like that of a highway robber,that 
who could form a friendship for such a being, and 
nourish a snake in his bosom ? great king ! be 
pleased to consider, what crime had that woman com-, 
mitted ?" 

Having heard this, the Rajah said, *' Parrot ! 
tell me wl^at faults there are in women," Then the 
Parrot said, " great M^g ' ^® pleased to listen/' 



Story of the Parrot, 

Thbrk is a city named Kunchunpore, in which 
was a merchant, named Sagurdutt,- whose son's name 
was Shreedutt ; there was another city named Shreejy- 
poor, ill which was a merchant, named Somdutt, whose 
daughter's name was Jyshree, who was married to 
that merchant's son, and the son had ^one to a certain 
(country for the purpose of trading, she used to stay 
with her mother and father. When he had spent 
twelve years in trading, and the young giri had grown 
up, shiB began to say one day to a female companion, 
^* Sister ! my youth is thus passing away, I have not 
yet experienced any t)f the pleasures of the world." 
Having heard this, her companion repKed, '^ Be 6f 
good cheer, Bhugwan willing thy husbaAd will quicl^ 
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\y come to thee." Oa hearing this sh6 Vf2i& angry f 
and, ascendiijg a balcony, peeped through a lattice and 
saw a young man. conning along. When he came near, 
all at once their eyes met, and the hearts of both were 
affected with the passion of love ; she then said to her 
companion, " Bring that person to me." 

Having heard this, thp -companion went and said 
to him^ " Somdui|t's daughter has sent for you , in 
private, but do you come to my house ;" and she point- 
ed out to him where her hpuse was. He replied, *^ 1 
will come at- r^ight.*' Tlie companion cahie and told 
the merchant's daughter that he had said he would 
come at night. 

Having heard this, Jyshree said to her companion, 
^[ Go to your house, land inform me when he comes, 
and I wUl also. come at my leisure." Th^ companion 
having heard what she had said, went to her house, 
seated at the door, she beffan to watch for him ; in the 
meanwhile he came, and she having seated him at the 
entrance, .aiaid, " Sit here, I will go and give informa- 
tion of your arrival ;" and she came and said to 
Jyshree. '' Your beloved has come." On hearing this 
she said, "Wait a little, I will come when people of the 
house are asleep." After some delay, when it was 
midnight, and ^.ll were asleep, she rose up silently and 
went with her companion, and arrived at the Jbouse al- 
most instantly,, and they both met there without 
restraint ; when four ghurees of the night remained, 
she rose up and coming quietly to her own house, 
went to sleep, and he also went home at dawn of day- 
Many days were spent thus ; at length her husband 
came also from ^.foreign country to his father-inJ^vw^ 
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house ; when she saw her hushand, she reflected in her 
own mind and said to her companion, ^' Such is my 
anxiety, what shall I do whither shall I go ? I have 
forgotten sleep, hunger, and thirst ; I have neither 
pleasure in standing nor in sitting," and she explained 
all her thoughts to her. They managed in some way 
or other to get through the day ; but in the evening, 
when her hushand had supped, his mother-in-law, 
having prepared a bed for him in a separate pavilion, 
sent him a message to go and sleep there, and she told 
her daughter to go and wait upon her husband. On 
hearing this she turned up her nose, and pouted and 
remained silent ; her mother threatened her and told 
her to go again ; and she, not having an alternative, 
went there and reclined upon the bed with her face 
averted. He spoke affectionately to her, and the more 
he did so, the more vexed she was ; and, he also gave 
her dresses, and jewels of different kinds which he had 
brought for her from every country, and said. "Wear 
these." She then became still more angry, ana raising 
her eye-brows^ turned away her face ; and he in despair^ 
went to sleep, because he was fatigued with his journey. 
In the memory of her paramour, sleep came not to her. 
When she thought that her husband was fast asleep, 
she rose up softly and having left him asleep, went 
fearlessly in the dark night to her lover's house. A 
thief having seen her on the road thought to himself, 
'^ Where is this woman going alone at midnight with 
jewels on ?" Having thus said tohim self, he followed 
her ; somehow or another she arrived at her lover \s 
house ; a snake had bitten him, and he had fallen dead. 
She thought he was lying asleep ; and burning with 
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the iire of separation she embraced him with the tit- 
most freedom and affection, and the thief behold this 
sight from a distance. An evil spirit was sitting upon 
a peepul tree there, and looking on also ; it suddenly 
occurred to him to enter into the corpse, ftnd thus have 
sexual connexion with her. With this thought in his 
mind, having come into and vivified the body, the evil 
spirit had connexion with her, and afterwards bit off 
her nose with his teeth, and went and sat on the tree. 
The thief saw all these circumstances, and she in des- 
pair, and dyed with blood, went to her companion and 
told all the circumstances to her. Her companion said', 
** Go quickly to thy husband before the sun shall have 
risen ; and, having gone there, weep most violently ; if 
any one shall ask thee the reason of thy weeping, say 
that he has cut off thy nose." On hearing this advice 
of her companion, she went off instantly, and began to 
weep immoderately. On hearing the sound of hei* crj^- 
ing, all her relations came, and saw that she had not a 
nose, but was sitting with her nose cut off. Then they 
?aid to her husband, "0 shameless, criminal, compas- 
sionless, igiiorant wretch ! Why hast thou cut off her 
nose without fault on her part ?" She too, on behold- 
ing this farce going on, reflecting, began to say to het- 
Sfelf, " No one should have confidence in a wanton dis- 
position, a black snake, or an enemy with af ms in his 
hand ; and every one should be nfraid of tho acts of a 
woman. What cannot eminent poets describe? What 
do not jogees know? What will not a man, who is drunk 
prattle about, and what cannot a woman do? It is true, 
that the gods oven do not know the faults of horses, the 
thundering of the clouds, the despositions of women, 
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and the fortunes of men ; so what power have men of 
knowing them ?" In the meanwhile her father gave 
information to the kotwal of what had happened. The 
foot policeman of the police came thence, an<l, having 
bound the hU(fiband, brought him to the kotval ; the 
kotwal informed the RaJ3,h, who having sent for the 
husband enquired the circumstances from him ; and he 
replied, " That he knew nothing about them." And 
when he had sent for the merchant's daughter, and 
asked her, she said, " Having seen the outrage that has 
been done me, why do you enquire ? " The Bajah said 
to the husband, " What punishment shall! inflict on 
thee ? " He replied, " Whatever punishment you may 
in equity determine upon be pleased to inflict ? " The 
Bajah said, " Take him away, and impale him. " The 
attendants haying heard the Bajah's order, took him 
away to impale him. That thief, who was looking on, 
and , had seen all that occurred, then raised a cry for 
justice ; the Hajah, having called him, enquired, " Who. 
art thou ? " He said, " great king ! I am a thief, and 
this man is guiltless, he is about to be murdered un- 
justly ; you have not done justice. Then the Rajah 
caused the husband to be sent for, and said to the thief, 
" Say truly according to thy religion,, how has this 
aflEair happened ?" The thief explained all the .circums- 
tances in detail, and the Rajah understood them welL. 
At length having sent oS messengers, and having had 
the nose brought which had fallen into the mouth of 
the woman's lover who had fallen dead, and having seen 
it he knew that the husband was without fault, and that 
the thief had spoken truly. Again the thief said, " O 
great king ! it is an invariable excellence of kings to 
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oherish the good aad pnnish the wicked/' 

The Rajah having caused the woioan^s face to be 
blackened, and her head to be shaved, and, having had 
her mounted on a jackass, caused her to be carried 
round the city and let loose ; and having given pawn to 
the thief and merchant's son, allowed them to take 
leave- 
Having said thus much, the parrot Chooramun 
said, " great king I of such excellencies are all wonjen 
composed 1 " 

Having related thus much, Bytal said, '' Rajah 
who^was the greater criminal of these two ?" Then the 
Rajah Beer Bikrumajeet said, " The woman." Bytal 
replied, ''How so?" The Rajah said, "However dep- 
raved a man may be,, he has some thought ; regarding 
right and wrong, but a woman has no thought ; there- 
fore, the woman was very criminal." 

Having, heard this, the Bytal departed, and was 
suspended on the tree. The Rajah having gone again, 
took him down from the tree, and fastening him in a 
bundle, placed him on his shoulder and took him off. 



THE FIFTH TALE. 

Bytal said, "There is a city named Oojeia, tlio 
Rajah of which was i^amed Muhabul, and his ambas- 
sador Huridas. The ambassador's daughter's name was 
Muhadevee, who was exceedingly beautiful. When she 
was fit to be marrid, her father began to think upon the 
subject, that it was necessary to seek for bridegroom, 
and give her in marriage to some one. At length, one 
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day the daughter said to the father, '^ Father ! he 
pleased to marry me to a man possessed of universal 
skill and excellence." He replied, " I will give the© 
in marriage to some one, who is acquainted with every 
science." On another day the Rajah, having called 
Huridas, said to him, " In the southern quarter there is 
a Rajah, named Hurichund ; go to him and make 
enquiries for me regarding his health and welfare, and 
hring me information regarding them." 

Having received the Rajah's order, the Ambassador 
took leave, and after some days, arrived at the Rajah 
Hurichund's, and delivered to him all the message of 
his own Rajah, and began to live constantly near the 
Rajah. 

It happened one day that the Rajah* asked him, 
^^ Huridas I has the black age commenced or not?" 
Then he, having joined his hands, said, "The black age 
is present, great king ! because there is great falsehood 
in the world, and truth has been diminished ; people 
talk smoothly with their mouths, and establish deceit 
in their hearts ; religion is destroyed, crime has increas- 
ed, and the earth has begun to give little fruit ; Rajahs 
have begun to levy fines ; brahmins have become 
avaricious ; woman have abandoned modesty ; the son 
obeys not the order of his father ; brother trusts not 
brother ; friendship has departed from amongst friends ; 
sincerity has left masters, and servants have given up 
serving, and every kind of impropriety has made it« 
appearance." When he had thus spoken to the Rajah, 
the Rajah rose up and went into the female apartments ; 
and the Ambassador went and sat down in his own 
house. In the meanwhile a brahmin's son came to 
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Ilim, and began to say, " I have come to ask something^ 
from thee." 

Having beard this, he said *^ What request da you 
Svish to make ?** He replied, " Give me your daughter 
in marriage." Huridas said, " I will give her to a man, 
in whom all excellent qualities shall be found." The 
brahmin's son said, " I understand all science." . He 
then said, " Show me some of thy science, that I may 
know thou understandest it." Then the brahmin's son 
said, "I have made a four-wheeled carriage in which is 
this power, that it will convey you, in a second, 
wherever you purpose to go." Huridas replied, '^Be 
pleased to bring that four-wheeled carriage to me early 
in the morning.'* When he took the carriage to HuridavS 
at dawn of day, they both mounted it, and arrived in it 
at the city of Oojein ; but before his arrival, some other 
brahmin's son had come by accident and said to the 
Ambassador's eldest son, " iSrive me thy sister in mar- 
riage," and he also had replied, " I will give her to a 
man who understands all science," and that brahmin's 
son had said, " That he understood all knowledge and 
science." Having heard this, he had said, " I will give 
her to thee." Another brahmin's son had asked for 
the girl in marriage from her mother, and she had also 
given this answer, " I will give my daughter to a man 
who understands all science. That brahmin's son had 
also said, " That he' understood tl*ie science contained in 
all the Shastrus ; and that he could discharge an arrow, 
which should hit what was iiierely heard and not seen.** 
When the mother had heard this, she had said, *^ That 
she consented to give her daughter to him." In this 
manner were the three bridegrooms brought together • 
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Huridas began to reflect in his rnipd, " .There is one* 
damsel, and there are three bridegroonis ; to whom 
shall I give her, and to whom shcul I not give her ?" 
He was occnpied with this thought, when at night a 
demon came and carried her off to the top of the moun- 
tain Vindhyachul. It is said, " That excess of any- 
thing is not good. Seeta was exceedingly beautiful, 
and Rawun carried her off. Rajah Btlli bestowed many 
presents and became poor. Rawuh brought utter des- 
truction on his family by indulging in excessive pride/** 

At length, when the day dawned, and all thr 
people of the ho.use did not see the young girl, they 
began to indulge in all kinds of conjectures ; and the 
three bridegrooms, having heard of tha .circumstance of 
the disappearance, came tnere also. Huridas enquired 
from the most intelligent of the three, to explain where 
the young girl had gone. After about a quarter of an 
hour's consideration he said, ".A demon has carried off 
and deposited your daughter on a hill." Upon this the 
second said, "I will destroy the demon and bring her 
here ?" and the third said, " Mount my carriage and 
bring her here in it.'* 

On hearing these words, he mounted the carriage 
quickly, and arrived at the hill, and killed the demon, 
and immediately brought the damgel back ; and the 
three began to dispute amongst themselves. Then the 
girl's father, having reflected, said, "All three have 
acted with kindness, to whom shall I give herj and to 
whom shall I not give her?" 

Having related so much of the tale, the Bytal saidj 
" Rajah Bikrum 1 whose wife of the three did the young 
maiden become ?" The Rajah said, " She became the 
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^ife of him . who slew the demon, and brought her 
back." Bjrtal said, "The virtues of all three were equal, 
how did she become the wife of him who slew the 
demon ?'* The Rajah replied, "Those two behaved 
with kindness, which was meritorious on their 'part, 
but the other fought and killed the denjon, and brought 
her back, and therefore she becarjie his wife." 

Having heard this, the Bytq,! went ^nd was sus-r 
pended in the tree, and the Rajah, having gone there 
also, and bound Bytal, and placed hin^ on his shoulder 
thus carried fcirn pff. 



THE SIXTH TALE. 

Again the Bytal said, " Rajah ! there is a city, 
named Dhurmpoor,. the Rajah whereof was named 
Dhurmsheel, and his minister's name was Undhuk ; 
he one day said to the Rajah, " gi'eat king ! be pleas- 
ed to build a temple ; and, having placed in it an image 
of Devee offer wx)rship constantly to it, as the doing so 
is described as a very virtuous act in the Shastrus. 

Then the Rajah having caused a temple to be built, 
and an image of Devee placed in it, began to offer 
adoration, in the manner prescribed by the Vedas, and 
Avithout having performed adoration, he used not even 
to drink water ; when some time had passed away in 
this manner, one day the minister said, " great king ! 
it is proverbial that the house of a inan without a son 
is empty, that the brest of a fool is empty, and every 
j^bing belonging to a poor man is empty.'* 
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Having heard this, the Rajah went in to the tem- 
ple of Devee, and with joined hands, began to glorify 
the goddess. " Devee ! Brahmu, Vishnu, Roodru, and 
Indru wait upon thee during the eight divisions oi* 
time, and thou hast destroyed the demons Muhishas, or 
Chund, Moond, Ruktbeej, and other evil spirits, and 
removed the burthens of the earth, and thou has^t 
assisted thy worshippers, wheresoever calamity may 
have befallen them, and in this hope I have come to the 
entrance of thy temple, fulfil now also the desire of my 
mind." 

When the Rajah had finished thus glorifying De- 
vee, a voice came forth from her temple, " Rajah ! I 
have been pleased with thee ; ask a boon, whatsoever 
boon you may desire," The Rajah said, " mother I 
if thou hast been pleased with me, bestow on me a 
son." Devee replied, " Rajah I thy son shall be very 
powerful and very renowned." Then the Rajah, having 
made an offering of sandal, unbroken rice, flowers, per- 
fumes, lamps, and consecrated food, performed adora- 
tion, and was thus in the habit of daily worshipping. 

At length, after some days, ^ son was born to the 
Rajah, who having gone with music and rejoicing witli 
his family and kindred, offered adoration to Devee. It 
so happeaed one day, that a washerman from a certain 
city was coming towards this city, accompanied by a. 
friend, and beholding Devee's temple he resolved to 
make prostrations in it. In the meantime, he saw a 
dhobee s daughter, who was exceedingly beautiful, 
coming by ; he was fascinated on beholding her, and 
wont to pay a visit to Devee. Having made an obei- 
sance, and joined his hands, he said to himself, " Devee I 
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if through thy favor I am married to this beautiful 
creature, I will make a sacrifice to thee of my head." 
Having vowed this vow and bowed his head, he took 
his friend with him, and went to his own city. When 
he arrived there, separation from the object of his love 
vexed him to such a degree, that he forgot sleep, 
hunger, and thirst, and passed his whole time in 
meditating upon her. His friend, perceiving this un- 
favorable state of affairs, went and explained all the 
circumstances in detail to his father, who was alarmed 
at hearing them ; and having reflected began to say, 
^* His state appears to be sucn, that if he should not be 
betrothed to this damsel, he will abandon life ; where- 
fore, it is better to marry him to this girl, in order that 
he may escape. " Having thus considered, and taken his 
son's friend with him, and come into that village, he 
went to the girl's father, and said to him, ^^ I have come 
to request something from you. I will tell you what 
my request is, if you will grant it." He replied, *' Tell 
me what you want ;and, if I should have the thing, I 
will give it you-" Having thus bound him by a 
promise, the washerman's father said," Give thy daugh- 
^r to my son." Having heard, and approved of this 
proposal, and caused a brahmin to be called, and fixed 
the day, the auspicious planetary conjunction and time, 
he said, " Bring your son, and I will also stain my 
daughter's hands of a yellow color." * Having heard 
this and risen, and come thence to his own house, and 
made r^ady all things necessary for the marriage, he 
went forth to the ceremony, which, having been 

* At marriages!, the bride wears ^^ellow garments, and itains Ler handi feet 
,yri%h turmeric. i v . . 
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accomplished, he brought his son and danghter-in-law 
with him and returned home. The bride and bride- 
groom< began to live happily together/ 

After gome days, there -was another occasion of 
rejoicing at the house of the daughter's father, and an 
invitation ciame for the bride and bridegroom. The 
husband and xvife having made all preparations, and 
accompanied by their friend, set out for that city ; and, 
when they arrived near there, the temple of Devee came 
in sight, and the circumstance of the vow occurred to 
his, the washerman's recollection. Then having reflec- 
ted in his mind, he said, " I am a great false speaker, and 
very irreligious for having failed in my truth even to 
Devee." Having uttered these words to himself, he 
said to his friend, '' Stay here, whilst I go afad pay a 
visit to Devee ; and he told his wife to remain there." 

Having thus spoken and arrived near the temple, 
and bathed in a pool adjoining, he went into the pre- 
sence of Devee ; and, having joined his hands, and 
addressed her in a reverential manner, he raised his 
sword and struck himself on the neck, and his head was 
separated from his body, and fell upon the ground. 
After some delay, his friend thought that he has been 
.gone a long time, and has not yet returned, it is necessa- 
ry to go and see after him ; and he told hit wife to stay 
where she was, as he would search for and quickly 
bring back her husband. Having thus said, he went 
snto Devee's temple and there beheld his friend's head 
ieparated from the body, and fallen on the ground. On 
seeing this state of things, he began to say to himself, 
'^The world is a very difficult place: no one will suppose 
that my friend has with his own hand offered up bis 
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own head' to Devfee ; bnt they will imagine that I have 
committed this act of treachery, and killed hiim for the 
purpose of carrying off his wife, who is a very beautiful 
woman. It is therefore right that I should die here, 
since it is not proper to submit to a bad reputation in 
the world." 

Having thus spoken, and bathed in a tank, and 
come into Devee's presence, and joined his hands and 
made an obeisance, he raised his sword and struck 
himself on the neck, so that his head was separated from 
his body ; and the wife, standing alone, in a state of 
dejection, was waiting for them ; and being disappoint- 
ed at their not coming, went to the temple of Devee to 
search for them. On arriving there, she found that they 
had both fallen dead. On seeing that they were both 
dead, she thought to herself, " People will not believe 
that these two b^ve offered themselves as sacrifices to 
Devee ; all will say, that the widow was in a state of 
utter perdition, and that she has killed them both for 
the purpose of indulging in debauchery." Having thus 
reflected, and dived into the tank and come into the pre- 
sence of Devee, Ibowing her head and making an 
obeisance, she raised a sword, and was about to strike 
herself on the neck, when Devee, descending from her 
throne, laid hold of her hand with great dignity of man- 
ner, and said, " Daughter I ask a boon, I have been 
delighted with thee." She replied, " Mother ! if thou 
hast been pleased with me, restore these two to life." 
Then Devee said, " Fasten their heads to their bodies." 
She, through joy and fright, exchanged the heads, when 
she fastened them on; and. Devee brought and gave 
them the water of immortality. The two were restored 

E 
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to life, and stood up, and began to quarrel mth each 
other, each saying, tnat the wife belonged to him. 

Having proceeded thus far in tne narration, the 
Bytal said, " Rajah Bikrumajeet I to whom of these 
two did the wifeT)elong ?' The Rajah said, ^^ It is 
laid down in the Shastru, that the Ganges is the most 
excellent of rivers, and the mountain Soomeroo, the 
most excellent of hills, and the Kulpbrikh^* the most 
excellent of trees, and the head is the best part of the 
body. According to this decision, the wife belonged 
to him who had the superior body." 

Having heard these words the Bytal went, and was 
again suspended on that tree ; and the Rajah, liaving 
gone and bound him, and placed him on his shoulder, 
carried him off. 



THE SEVENTH TALE. 

Bytal said, ** Rajah ! there is a city named Chum 
papoor, the Rajah whereof was named Chumpukeshwur 
and his wife was named Soolochuna, and his daughter 
was named Tribhowun, the beautiful, on account of her 
exceeding beauty : her face was like the moon, her hair 
like the clouds, her eyes like those of the deer, her eye- 
brows like a bow, heriinose like a parrot's, her neck like a 
pigeon's, her teeth, the grains of a pomegranate, the 
color of her hands like red fruit, her waist like a leo- 
pard's, her hands and feet like soft lotuses ; her com- 
plexion like a chumpa : in short, the splendour of her 
youth increased daily. When she was marriageable, 

• ** XnlpbriUk" fc trev lo Indro'i paradlM^ which graaU whatever i» 
dwind £rozD It, 
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ihe Rajah and Ranee began to have anxious thoughts ; 
and information reached Rajahs of different countries, 
that such a damsel had been born in the house of Rajah 
Ohumpukeshwur, that on beholding her beauty, gods, 
men, and sages were fascinated. Upon this, Rajahs of 
different countries having caused their likeiiesses to be 
drawn, sent them by the hands of brahmins to Rajah 
Chumpukeshwur, and the Rajah showed all the pictures 
to his daughter, but not one of them suited her. Then 
the Rajah said, '' Select a husband for thyself." But 
«he did not agree to this either, and said to her father, 
** Marry me to a man who possesses the excellence of 
beauty, strength, and understanding." At length when 
some time had elapsed, four bridegrooms came from 
four different countries. The Rajah said to them, 
** Manifest and explain your mental qualities and scielnce 
to me." One of them said, "I possess this science, that 
I make a cloth and sell it for five rubies ; and when 1 
realize the purchase money, I give one of the rubies to 
a brahmin ; the second I offer up to a god ; the third 1 
wear on my own person ; the fourth I keep for my 
wife ; and, having sold the fifth, I expend the money in 
constant entertainments : no one else understands this 
science, and my good looks are apparent to every one." 
The second said, "' I understand the language of beasts 
and birds on dry land and the water, and no one is 
equal to me in strength, and my beauty is before you." 
The third said, ^' I am so well acquainted with the 
Shastrus that no one is equal to me in this knowledge, 
and my beauty you can judge of." The fourth said, ** 1 
stand alone in my knowledge of the science contained 
in the Shastru ; therejis no one else like me. I can dis 
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charge ah arrow, which shall strike what is heard and 
not seen) and my handsome appearance is notorions 
throiighont the world ; you also mast now perceive it." 

Having heard the speeches of these fonr persons, 
the Bajah hegan to reflect in his mind that they were 
all equal in mental qualities and excellencies. ^' To whom 
shall I give the young girl ?" Having thus considered, 
he went to his daughter and explained the virtues of all 
four of them to her, and said to her, " To whom shall I 
givethoe?" When she heard* these words, she bent 
her neck through shame and remained silent, and made 
no reply. 

Saving narrated thus much, the Bytal said, " O 
Kajah Bikrum ! of whom was the young girl worthy of 
beoomihg the wife ? " The Rajah said, " He, who 
made cloth and sold it was a Soodru by caste ; and he, 
who understood the language of beasts and birds, was 
of the Buneeah caste ; he, who had read the iShastru, 
was a Brahmin ; and he, who could strike what was 
heard and not seen, was of the same caste as the Brah- 
min : she was a wife worthy of him. " 

Having heard these words, the Bytal went away 
again, and was suspended on that tree ; and the B^jah 
having gone there and bound him, and placed him upon 
his shoulder, carried him off. 



THE EIGHTH TALE. 

Then the Bytal said, ^^ Rajah I there is a- city 
named Mithulawuttee, the Rajah of which was Goonad* 
hip ; to obtain employment with whom^ a Rajpoot 
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named Okirumdeo, had come from* a distant cotintry. 
He used to go daily to see the Bajah, but could not 
succeed ia obtaining an interview ; and in a year he had 
expended, whilst unemployed, all the money he brought 
yrith him, and his family was ruined." 

It happened one day that the Bajah had mounted 
his horse to go out hunting, and Ghirumdeo also accom- 
panied the Kajah's cavalcade. The Bajah was acci- 
deatally separated in a forest from his troops, and his 
mounted attendants lost their road in another jungle, 
but Ghirumdeo alone was behind the Rajah. At length 
he called out, " great king ! your attendants have 
remained behind, and I am urging on my horse, and 
trying to keep up with you." The Bajah having heard 
this, stopped his horse. When the Rajpoot came up 
to him, the Rajah, having looked at him, enquired, 
" How he had become so weak." He is replied. " It is the 
fault of a man's own fate, and not the fault of his master, 
when he lives with a master who gives subsistence to 
thousands and not to him; just as no blame can be imput- 
ed to the sun, because all the rest of the world can see in 
the day time and the owl cannot see. I am astonished 
that He, who sustained me in my mother's womb, 
should take no thought of me new that I have been 
born, and am capable of enjoying wordly aliment. I 
know not whether he is asleep or dead ; and in my 
opinion, it is better to swallow deadly poison and 
perish than to ask for money from a great man, who 
at time of giving would make faces, or turn up hif nose 
and raise his eye-brows. And these six things lower a 
man — first, the friendship of a perfidious man ; 
secondly, laughing without cause ; thirdly, haviag an 
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altercation with a woman ; fourthly, the serving an 
unworthy master ; fifthly, riding a jackass ; sixthly, 
a dialect without Sanscrit. And these five things the 
Deity writes in a man's fate at the time of his birth : 
first, age ; secondly, fate ; thirdly, wealth ; fourthly, 
science ; fifthly, celebrity. great king ! so long as a 
man's virtuous qualities are conspicuotis, his servant* 
are well behaved ; but when his virtues diminish, his 
friends become enemies. But this one thing is certain 
that advantage is derived at some time or other from 
serving a good master, and such service is never 
without advantage." 

The Rajah, having heard, and considered alf 
these observations, did not then make any reply, but 
said to him, " I am hungry, bring me something to 
eat." Chirumdeo said, '* great king I nothing to eat 
is procurable here." Having thus spoken, and gone 
into the jungle, and killed a deer, and drawn forth a 
flint from his pocket, and lighted a fire, and broiled 
some pieces of the flesh, he served up a plentiful meal 
to the Rajah, and likewise partook of it himself. When 
the Rajah's hunger was satisfied, (lit. when his stomach 
was filled,) he said, " Rajpoot ! conduct me now to the 
city, as I do not know the road." He brought the 
Rajah to the city, and conducted him to his royal 
abode. Then the Rajah took him into employ as a ser- 
vant, and bestowed many dresses and jewels upon him. 
He began to attend upon the Rajah. One day the 
Rajah sent that Rajpoot to the seashore on some 
business, and he, seeing a temple of Devee, went into, 
it and offered adoration to Devee. But when he came 



( 63 ) 

out thence a beautiful damsel, having followed him, 
began to enquire, " Oh man I -why hast thou come 
here ?" He said, " I have come for the sake of 
sexual connexion, and I have been enchanted at behold- 
ing thy beauty." She said, " If thou entertainest any 
design upon me, first go and bathe in this pool, and 
after that I will listen to whatever thou shalt say to me." 

On hearing these words, having taken off his 
clothes and gone into the tank and dived and come 
out of the water, he saw that he was standing in his 
own city. On beholding this strange sight he ^yas 
filled with fear, and in despair went home, and putting 
on his clothes proceeded to the Rajah's and mentioned 
all the circumstances. The B-ajah, on hearing them, said, 
" Show me also this strange sight." On saying this, 
having sent for his escort, they both mounted, and start- 
led off. After some days they arrived on the seashore, 
and having gone into that temple of Devee they offered 
adoration. When the Rajah came forth, that damsel came 
and stood with a female companion near the Rajah ; and 
being fascinated at beholding the handsome appearance 
of the Rajah, said, " I will execute whatever order thou 
givest me." The Rajah replied to her, " If thou wilt do 
ray bidding, become the wife of my servant." She said, 
** i have become the slave of thy beauty, how shall I 
become his wife ?" The Rajah replied, " You just now 
told me, that you would execute any order I might give 
you — and good people perform what they promise, do as 
you said you would, and become the wife of my servant," 
Having heard this she said, " I approve of what thou 
hast said." Then the Rajah having solemnized a Gund- 
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hurb* marriage between them, took the bride and 
bridegroom with him and came to his royal abode. 

JBaying related thus much, the Bytal said, " Bajah I 
explain whether the virtue of the master or the servant 
was the greater." The Rajah iaid, " The servant's." 
The Bytal replied, " What ! was not that Rajah's virtue 
greater, who, having obtained such a beautiful wife 
gave her to his servant ?" Then Rajah Beer Bikruma- 
jeetsaid, "What- extraordinary merit have they in pro- 
moting virtue whose business it is to promote it ? But 
he, who whilst engage in .his own affairs, advances th^e 
affairs of others, is a man of superior merit ; and there- 
fore, the virtue of the servant was greater than that of 
his master." 

Having heard this the Bytal went away, and was 
suspended on that tree ; and the Rajah having gone 
and taken him down thence, and placed him upon his 
shoulder, carried him off. 



THE NINTH TALE. 

The Bytal said, " Rajah ! there is a city named 
Mudunpoor, where was a Rajah by name Beerbnr, 
and in that country was a Buneeah, named Hirnyedutt, 
whose daughter's name was Mudunsena. She one day 
in the ipring season went into her garden, accompanied 
by her female friends, to take a stroll. It so happened 
that Somdutt, the son of a merchant, named Dburum- 

* A Otmdhurb marriage is one when the nsnal formalities are dispensed with, 
and the parties, br mutual consent onl j become man and wife ; utd, indeed, these 
marriages seem often to hare resulted more from the will of the man than the oon- 
•eat of the female. 



( 65 ) 

dutt, had come before her arrival to enjoy himself in 
the forest. On his return thence he had come into the 
garden ; on seeing her he became fascinated, and began 
to say to his friend, "Brother ! I obtain her, my life will 
be prosperous ; and if not, it is vain for me to live in the 
world." 

Having thus spoken to his friend, and being rest- 
less on account of the pangs of separation, and having 
involuntarily approached her and seized her hand, he 
began to say, " If thou wilt not entertain an affection 
for me, I will give up my life for thee, or {liL, I will 
.sacrifice my life over thee)." She said, "Be pleased not 
to do so, as it will be a sin to act thus." He replied, 
" Thy amoraus glances have pierced my heart, and the 
fire of separation from thee has burnt up my body ; aU 
memory and understanding have been destroyed by this 
pain, and, in consequence of the overpowering influence 
of love, I cannot now distinguish between right and 
wrong ; but if thou wilt give me a promise, life will be 
restored to me." She said, " Five days hence I shall be 
married, but I will first have sexual intercourse with 
you, and will afterwards remain with my husband." 
Having ratified this promise with an oath, she went 
home and the merchant went also. On the fifth day her 
marriage took place, and her husband, after the cere- 
mony, brought her to his own house. After some days 
her husband s younger brother's wife, and his elder 
brother's wife sent her by force, in the night, to her hus- 
band. She went and sat silently in a corner of the 
nuptial chamber ; when her husband saw her he laid 
hold of her hand and seated her on a bed, and when he 
was on the point of embracing her, she shook bimi off 
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with a jerk of her band, and explained to him the pro- 
mise and agreement she had made with the merchant's 
son. When her husband heard these things, he said, 
*' If thou really desirest to go to him, go." 

Having received her husband's permission, she 
went to the merchant's house. A thief who saw her on 
the road was delighted, and approaching her, said, 
*' Where art thou going at twelve o'clock at night in this 
darkness alone, with such a dress and such ornaments ?" 
She said, " I am going to the place where my dearly 
beloved resides." 

Having heard this the thief said, "Who is here to 
give thee assistance ?" She began to say, Mudun 
((^upid) with a bow and arrows accompanies me to 
afford protection. Having thus spoken, she explained, 
in presence of the thief, all her former and late history, 
and said, "Do not destroy my ornaments ; I go away, 
making you a promise, when I return thence, I will 
make over my ornaments to thee." When the thief 
heard this, he said in his own heart, " She promised to 
give me her jewels, why should I destroy them ?" And 
with these thoughts he let her go ; he sat down there, 
and she went to the spot where Somdutt had fallen 
asleep. On going there, she awoke him suddenly ; he 
rose up in a state of alarm, and began to say, "Art thou 
the daughter of a god, or a demon, or a snake ? Say 
truly, who thou art, and whence thou hast come to me." 
She said, " I am the child of a man, and the daughter of 
the merchant Hirnyedutt ; Mudunsena is my nam« : 
and dost thou not remember how in that grove thou 
seizedst my hand by force, and insistedst on my taking 
an oath, and, at thy suggestion, I took this oath, 'That 
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I would abandon the man whom I had married, and 
would come to thee ?' I have come accordingly ; do 
whatever thou desiredst. He enquired, " Hast thou told 
all these circumstances to Ithy husband?" She replied, 
" I have told him every thing, and he has allowed me 
to come to thee." After a full understanding, Somdutt 
said, " This affair is like jewels without a dress, or food 
without clarified butter, or singing without melody ; 
these are all alike : thus dirty clothes will put out fire, 
bad food will destroy strength, a bad wife will destroy 
life, a degenerate son will be the ruin of a family, and 
when a demon is enraged, he takes life. But a woman 
is an inflicter of grief both in love and in enmity ; 
whatever a woman may do is of litte consequence, 
because she does not give utterance to what is in her 
mind, and she does not make manifest what is on her 
tongue. The Deity has created woman a strange being 
in the world." Having thus spoken, the merchant's son 
made answer to her, " I will have nothing to say to 
another man's wife." 

Having heard these words, she retumed home. On 
the road she met with that thief, and told him all the 
circumstances ; when the thief had heard them, he 
let her go with loud applause. She came to her husband 
and ; explained all the circumstances to him ; but 
her husband showed no affection for her, and said, 
*' The beauty of a cuckoo is its note ; chastity is a 
woman's beauty ; science is the beauty of an ugly man ; 
and forgiveness the beauty of a devotee." 

The Bytal, having related thus much of the story, 
said, " Rajah ! whose virtue was greatest of these three?" 
Kajah Bikmmajeet said, " The thief s was the great- 
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est;* Bytal said, « How ?" The Elajah replied, " Her 
hnsband abandoned her when he saw her wection for 
another man, and there was no reason why the thief 
should let her go ; and therefore the thief is chief 
amongst them." 

Having heard this the Bytal went and was again 
suspended on that tree, and the Bajah went also and 
took him down thence ; and, having bound him, placed 
him upon his shoulder, and carried him away again. 



THE TENTH TALE. 

Then the Bytal said, " Bajah ! in the country of 
Gour, there is a city called Burdwan, and the Bajah of 
it was named Goonshekur, whose minister was of the 
Jain religion and named Abhuechund ; the Bajah was 
also converted by him to the Jain religion. He prohi- 
bited the worship of Shivu, the worship of Vishnu, 
and gifts of cows, land, and balls made of flour or rice, 
and gambling and wine, and wouM not allow any one 
in the city to indulge in any of these things, and he 
would not allow any one to carry away- bones to the 
Ganges. And the minister also having received the 
orders of the Bajah on these points, caused proclama- 
tion to be made in the city, that if any one should do 
any of these prohibited things, the Bajah would confis- 
cate all his property, and inflict punishment upon him 
and expel him from the city. One day, on another 
occasion, the minister began to say to the Bajah, ^^ 
great king ! be pleased to listen to the judgments or 
explanation of religion, — whosoever takes anoiiier's 
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life, thai other iakeH his life in an another world ; the 
birth and death of a man, after he has come into the 
world, do not escape from his sin ; he is born again 
and again, and die» again and again. For this reason, 
it is right for a man, who has been bom in the world, 
to cultivate rdigion. Behold I Brahmn, Yishntt, and 
Mnhadeo, being nnder the influence of love, anger, and 
fascixKition, deaoaad upon the earth in various ways ; 
but a OQW is stiperior to* them ally for, it is free from 
anger, enmiiy, itttoxicfiition^ rage, avarice and inordi- 
nate afifection, and- affords protection to the subject, and 
her sons also behave kindly to and cherish the animals 
of the eaorth, and, tfaerfore, all the gods and sages regard 

^ the cow with irespect. For this reason, it is liot right 
to regard the gods. In this world, respect the cow ; 
and it is virtuoiss to protect all animals, from the ele- 
phant to the ant, and from beasts and birds to man. In the 
world there is no act so impious as for men to increa&e 
their own flesh by eating the flesh of other creatures ; 
hereafter, all such men fall into hell. It is, therefore, 
proper for a man to protect animals. They, who do not 
sympathise in the griefs of animated beings, and kill 
and eat other animals, do not live long on the earth, 

Ckind are bom maimed, lame, one-eye, blind, dwarfs, 
hump-backed, and deficient in corporeal proportions ; 
all such as eat the flesh of beasts and birds-, destroy 
their own bodies hereafter. And it is a great sin to 
drink wine and eat flesh ; wherefore, to do so is impro^ 
per." The minister, having thus explained his sentiments 
to the Bajah;, converted him in such aibanner to 
the Jain religion, that he did whatever the minister 
said^ and did not pay any respect to Brahmins, Jogeec, 
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Jangams, Seoras, Sunniasees, ahd Durweshes, and 
carried on his government according to this religon. 
One day, being in the power of death, he departed this 
life, his son, whose name was Dhnrm Dhoj, ascended the 
throne, and began to govern. One day having caused 
the minister, Abhuechund to be seized, and seven plaitt* 
of hair to be placed on his head, and his face to be 
blackened, and him to be mounted on a jackass, and, hav- 
ing caused a drum to be beaten before him, had him 
led round the city and banished, &c., carried on hiB 
government free from anxiety. One day, in the season 
of spring, the Rajah went to take a stroll in a garden 
accompanied by his wives. There was a large tank in 
the garden, in which there were lotuses in full bloom ; 
the Itajah, having beheld the beauty of the tank, and 
taken oflF his clothes, went down to bathe. Having 
plucked a flower and come upon the bank, he was in th e 
act of presenting it to one of his queens, when the flo- 
wer escaped from his hand, and fell on her foot, and 
the queen's foot was broken by the wound it inflicted. 
Upon this the Rajah was frightened ; and, having come 
forth at once from the tank, began to apply remedies 
to the wound ; when night came on, and the moon 
shone brightly, the body of another queen was blistered^ 
by the falling of the moon's rays, and just at that time 
the sound of a wooden pestle came forth from some 
householder's house, when a third queen suflPered such 
great pain in her head that she fainted away. 

Having recited thus much of the story, the Bytal 
said, '^ Rajah I who was the most delicate of these three 
queens ?" The Rajah said, ^^ She, who fainted incon- 
sequence of the great pain in her head." 



( 71 ) 

Having heard this, the B/tal went away^ and was 
again suspended on that tree ; and the Rajah, having 
gone there, and tied him up in a bundle, place him 
upon his shoulder and carried him ofiF again. 



THE ELEVENTH TALE. 

The Bytal said, " Rajah ! there ia a citj named 
Poonyupoor, the name of the Rajah of which was Cul- 
lubh, and his minister's name vas 8utyaprukash, the 
minister's wife's name was Luchmet. One day the Rajah 
gaid to his minister, **The government of a Rajah is profii>- 
able, who has not sexual connexion with beautiful women/' 
Having thus spoken, and made over the burthen of govern- 
ment to his minsters, he began to indulge in pleasure and 
amorons delights ; he abandoned all cares of the State ; 
and passed his days and nights in enjoyment. It happen- 
ed tnat one day the minister was sitting dejected at hia 
own house, when his wife said to him, ^' Husband I you 
seem to me to be weak and emaciated now-a-days." 'He 
said, ** Day a>^d night I am occupied with anxious 
thoughts regarding the kingdom ; and therefore my body 
has become weak. ; and the Rajah is day and night im- 
mersed in case and pleasure." The minister's wife said, 
"0 husband I you have administered the affairs of JState 
for some time past, take leave now from the Rajah for a 
few days, and go on a pilgrimage." Having heard this 
speech of hers, he remained silent ; and, when he rose 
tnence, he went to the Rajah, when he held his court ; 
and, having obtained leave, set out on a pilgrimage. 
Proceeding on his journey, he arrived at Setbundh 
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Rftmeshwar* on the sea^shore. He had gone there, 
and paid a visit to Muhadeo, and came forh, when his 
eyes fell accidentally in the direction of the sea ; he saw 
that a golden tree had com^ forth thence, the leaves of 
which were of emerald, the flowers of topaz, and the 
frnits of coral, and seemed to be exceedingly beantifnl, 
and a very elegant damsel was sitting on the tree with 
a Inte in her hand, and singing in sweet soft strains. 
After a quarter of an hour the tree disappeared in the 
sea, and the minister, having there beheld this strange 
sight, returned to his city ; and having gone to the 
Kajah, made salutation, said with joined hands, " great 
king ! I have seen a wonderful thing !" The Rajah 
told him to explain, the minister said, " great king ! 
men of a former age have told us not to speak of any 
thing which cannot be comprehended, and which no one 
would believe ; but since I have seen this thing clearly 
with my own eyes, I will mention^it. great king ! I saw * 
at the place, where Rughoonath Jeef built a bridge over 
the sea, a tree of gold come forth from the sea, the leaves 
of which were of emerald, the flowers of topaz, and 
the fruits of coral, and it was heavily laden with them 
beyond all description : and upon the tree was a very 
beautiful woman with a lute in her hand, who was singing 

* A. place of pilgrimage so called from the dyke of gtonei fabled to have been 
piled an between Lunka or Ceylon and the mainland, by the monkey army 
nnder Hnnooman when he assisted Bam to recover hia -wifB Seeta. ( Vide Sliake- 
peare't Dictionary : Bamchandra.) The cause of the temple to Mnhadeo or 
SMvn' being at the place is said to be, that as fast as the monkeys completed the 
dyke, Bavnn destroyed it,and to prevent this. Bam erected a temple to Sbivn on the . 
end of the dyke, so that Bavnn, who was a professional adorer of Shivn, could not 
doetroy that which supported the temple of his tntelary divinity. 

fBtighoonaih, a title of E&m or Bamchnndra, who being an incarnation of Vish- 
na was born in the family of Boghoo ; he wai, of ooorie, the chief or Kath of the 
family. 
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swtfet strains ; but after a quarter of an hoar, that tree 
was hidden in the ocean." 

. The Sajah having heard this, and having afitriasted 
his government to the minister, went alone to the 
seashore ; after some days he arrived there, and went 
into the temple of Mnhadeo to pay him a visit ; as h€$ 
came out, after having offered adoration, the same tree 
together with the damsel, came forth from the i^a. 
T& Rajah on seeing it leapt into the sea, and went And 
jumped on the tree, whixjh went off tho infernal 
regions with the Rajah. Then the dam&el said unto 
him, " brave maai ! why hast thou come -heed" The 
Rajah replied, " I have come from an eaeet desire for thy 
beauty/' She replied, "I will marry thee, if thou wilt 
not embrace me on the fourteenth day of the moon in 
the dark part of the month." The Rajah consented to 
this ; and she married him, after having exaicted this 
promise. When, in short, the fourteenth day of the 
moon in the dark part of the month came, she said, 
" Rajah I do not remain near me rto^tday." .Having heard 
this, and taken a sword in his hand,, .the Rajah rose -and 
went thence ; and, having gone on, one ^de, 'remained 
looking on in. concealment. Whenit.wos midnight a 
demon came; and. on his arrival,, embraoed her. On 
seeing thisi, the Rajah .took up his swoni and came to 
the spot and aaid, " sinful demon I touch not my wife 
in ,my presence — first fight with me.- I had a dread of 
thee, until I had seen thee ; I am now wiAout fear." 
Having thus spoken, and drawn his sword, he struck the 
demon such a blow, that his head was aeparated from 
his body and began to writhe about on tho ground. 
When she saw ^his, she said, " Thou hast done me a 

F 
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great benefit." She proceeded to aayy '^ Babied are mot- 
found in all hills, nor virtuous men in all cities ; nor is 
sandal produced in every forest, nor is there pearl in 
the head of every elephant. " 

The Rajah then enquired, " Why did this demon 
come tp thee on the fourteenth day of the moon, in the 
dark part of the month ?" She said, " My father's 
name is Bidhyadhur ; I am his daughter, and my name 
is Soonduree ; and it "was my father's custom not to eat 
without my being present. One day I was not in the 
house at his eating time, when my father became angry, 
and pronounced a curse on me, ' that a demon 
should come and embrace me on the fourteenth day of 
the moon, in the dark part of the month/ When 1 
heard this, I said, ^ Father I you have pronounced a 
curse, but be pleased now to show me some kindness.'' 
He replied, 'Thou shalt be freed from this curse, 
when a very brave man shall come and kill that demon.' 
" I have accordingly been freed fnom it ; and I will now 
go and oflFer a salutation to my father." The Rajah 
said, " If thou regardest my kindness, thou wilt go at 
once and see my government, and proceed afterward^) 
to pay a visit to thy father." She replied, " I consent 
to what thou hast said." After this the Rajah brought 
her with him to his royal residence ; sounds of rejoic- 
ing began to be heard ; news of the Rajah's arrival 
spread through the whole city, and then there were 
songs of congratulation, and festivities in every house, 
and all the musicians and singers in the city came to 
court and began to offer congratulations. 

The Rajah bestowed many gifts, and performed 
many acts of charity ; after some days^ that beautiful 
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creature said, "0 great king I I will now go to my 
father." The Bajah was sad, and said, "Well go. 
When she saw that the Rajah was sad she said, " 
great king I I will not go." The Rajah replied, " Why 
hast thou given up going to thy father's?'* She said, 
^' I now belong to a mortal, and my father is a-' celestial 
muaician ; if I were to go now, he would not pa;y me 
proper respect; and therefore I will not go. The 
Rajah was much pleased at hearing this, and made 
presents, and performed acts af charity to the amount 
of lakhs of rupees. The minister was mtlohgrieVed 
(literally^ his heart was broken) at hearing these cir- 
cumstances connected with the Rajah, and -he died. 

Having related thus much, the Bytal said, ^' Rajah ! 
why did the minister die?" Then Rajah Beer Bifc- 
rumajeet said, " The minister saw that the Rajah began 
to indulge in pleasure and forgot all cares of govern- 
ment, 80 that his subjects were without a master, and 
no one would obey his, the minister's orders ; in conse- 
quence of this anxiety he died." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went, and was again 
suspended on that tree ; and the Rajah having gone 
there again, placed him in the same manner upon his 
shoulder, and went away with him. 



THE TWELFTH TALE. 



Bytal said, " Rajah Beer Bikrumajeet I. there is a 
citycalled Choorapoor, of which the Rajah wa^ Choora- 
mun, whose spiritual preceptor's name was Deoswamee, 
and his son's name Huriswamee, and he was beautiful 
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a? Cttpid^and as learned in tbe Shastrtus as Brihtispiiti',^ 
and v^^lthy ^s Kooveru. He rmxned a brahmin's 
d^mghter nrim&d LaonyAwnttee, and thfey had a gr^at 
affection fo^ each.otherv One. night in the hot season 
they/w^r)B b6th'fa»t stsleep oii the top of a shed, ^hen 
accid^n^Uj the ^rife's Veil fell on one side from' her 
face, ai^ i^:delestial innsician, seated in a ohariot, t^as 
flying ii^^the ait, proceeding in a certain direction, 
suddenly his eyes fell upon her, when he broTi^ht his 
chariot do^^ro^ ^iii having placed her, -whilst sne was 
sleeping, Upon it, flew off with her. . After some d«Iay, 
the brahiinn aJso a^oke from sleep, and did not 6«e his 
wife I Upon this, h^ wad ^lairtnied, and baring descended* 
M)^i3(06, sea^rohed tbroxighoiiit the whole house ; and, not 
barnng found her thete, he wand-ered about in search 
of ber through all the lanes ?^nd streets of the city, 
but did not find hei* any where. Then he began to say 
to himself, ^' Who has taken her away, and where has 
she gone ? " At length, when he had no further power 
of endurance, and was iri Utter despair, he came home 
grieving j. afed haying searched a second time for her, 
and not bftvi^g found her, and his house appearing to 
him empty without hi&r, he became quite powerless 
through excessive grief and. restlessness, and began to 
call upon her repeatedly as the beloved of his soul, and 
was agitated exceedingly in consequence of his separa- 
tion from her. Having kbiandoned all household affairs 
and all the pleasures of the world, and, wearing only a 
waistAOloih,. iftd having ^bbed ashes of bowrrdung over 
bis body, Wid&ting k hccklace of be^d, and abandoning 
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•* Brihusputi is said %q b^ the preceptor of t&e gods, ana ^povem t qaoBp 
jtlHolMtiir "ifiealtQ. 
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tiid citjr^ he wexlt fof th on a pilgi4ni^g^> Afte? having 

Erooeeded on pilgrimage to various to^^ms a^d villages, 
e arplvedat mid'^day at a <teri;ai|i oii^y when he Was 
very much distressed by hnngep ; ba^ng ' made a sott 
pf platter- with the leaves of a B&ak tree^ he went with 
it ill his hand to a brahmin's hoaBe, and said to bim, 
*^ Give me alms of food: when a man is nnder this 
inflnence of love, he has no thought df what is right 
and virtuons, or* what he $bali eat and drink, and 
nncereinoniously eats his food whenever be finds it." 
Whdn he ^sked the brahmin for alms, he took bis 
platter from him, and having gone into the' house 
bronghbit back, filled with rice and milk, and gave it 
to him. He came with it to'tbe' bank of a tank, wh^re 
there was a large fig tree, and, having plaoed the 
platter at the roots, of the tree, he went ii^toibe tank to 
wash his face and hands ; a black snake having -oome 
forth from the roots of the tree, went away after 
having thrust his mouth into the platter, which was 
completely filled i/^ith poison^^when in the meanwhile 
he returned, after having washed his face and hands — 
but he did not know the circumstance of the snake 
having oome, and he was very hungry indeed. On 
coming there he ate the milk and rice, and immediate- 
ly the poison -entered into hito ; and ho went to the! 
brahmin and said, ^^ Thou hast given me poison, and I 
shall soon die from it." Having thus spoken, he stag- 

fered and fell, and died. Wheh the brahmin saw that 
e was dead, he -turned out his own wife from his 
house, and said to hor, ** Thou who hast murdered a 
brahmin, go hence." 

Having narrated thus much of the story, the 
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Bytal paid, " Rajah 1 who of these three was guilty of 
the crime of the brahmin's murder ?" The Rajah said, 
''There is naturally poison in a snake's mouthy and 
therefore the sn^^ke was not criminal ; and the brahmin, 
thinking that he was hungry, gave him alms of food, 
and he also was not to be blamed ; and the man, who 
died, also ate the milk and rice, without knowing that 
there was poison in it, and therefore he was not guilty ; 
and the brahmin's wife gave alma by order of her 
husband, and was also not in fault. In short, whomso- 
ever amongst these a man shall pronounce guilty^ he is 
the guilty one." 

Having heard this, the Bytal returned to *%he tree, 
and was suspended on it ; and the Rajah, having gone 
there also, and taken him down thence^ bound him, 
placing hitn again upon his shoulder, and .carried him 
away. 



THE THIRTEENTH TALE. 

Bytal, said, " There is a city named Chundruh* 
ridye, and the Rajah of thal^/place named Rnndheer^ 
and in his city was a merchant, named Dburmdhwiuj, 
and l^is daughter's name was Sobbunee. Her ex.<5eed- 
ing beauty and youth increased daily, and her hand-^ 
some appearance became greater every minute. It so 
happened that thefts began to be committed constantly 
at night in that city ; when the merchants had been 
greatly annoyed by the thieves they all went in a body 
to the Rajah, and said to him, " great king I thieves 
have exercised great tyranny in the city, and we cannot 
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remain now m it," The Rajah replied, "Well what 
has happened has happened ; but you shall not suffer 
any more annoyance in future — I. will make arrange- 
ments regarding them." 

Having thus spoken, and having caused a great 
xnany men to be called, he sent them to keep guard, 
arid point out to them how they should keep watch ; 
and ordered them to put the thieves to death wherever 
they caught .thiem, without asking any questions. 
People began to keep guard during the night in ihe 
city ; but notwithstanding this thefts were committed ; 
all the merchants, having again assembled together, 
came to the Rajah and solicited him, " great king I you 
have sent • watchmen, but still the thieves are not 
diminished in number, and thefts occur daily." The 
Rajah replied, " Take leave now, from to-night I will 
go forth to guard the city." Having heard this and 
having taken leave of the Rajah, they went to their 
homes ; and when it was night, the Rajah began to 
guard the city with a sword and shield alone, and on' 
foot. Having advanced some distance, he saw a thief 
coming towards him ; the Rajah having seen him, called 
out, " Who art thou ? " He said, " I am a thief." The 
Rajah said, " I am also a thief." Having heard this, 
the thief was pleased, and said, " Come here, and let us 
go and commit theft together." Having agreed with 
each other to do so, the Rajah and the thief engaging 
in conversation, came to one of the divisions of the 
town, arid having stolen articles in great many houses, 
and taken with them the different things, came outside 
the city to a well, and having gone down into the well, 
they, prdceeded to and arrived at the city of the infernal 
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regiotiSb The tliief haying placed the Rajah at the 
door, took away all the Baoney and valoablids to his own 
boiiae. In the meanwhile a female servant came ont 
of his house, who, having seen the Rajah, began to say 
to him, " What has bronght you here, great king I 
with this wicked man? Well, he shall not oome in, 
and do yon run away as far as ever you can, otherivise 
he will kill you* on his arrival." The Rajah said, " I do 
not know the road, whither shall I go ? " Upon this, 
the servant showed him the road, and the Rajah came 
to hi»'Own residence. On another day, the Rajah, ac- 
xjompanied by all his army, went to the city of the 
infernal region^ by the road of that well, and entirely 
surroanded the thief s house. And the thief having 
come out by another road, went to the master of that 
city, who was a demon, and said, '^ A Rajah has come 
to my house to kill me, assist me now, or I will abandon 
your city, and take up my abode ih some other." The 
demon being pleased at hearing this, said, " Thou hast 
brought food for me, and I am highly pleased with 
thee." 

Having said this, the demon came to the place 
where the Rajah had surrounded the house with his 
army, and began to eat men and horses. And when 
the Rajah saw the figure of the demon, he ran avfay, 
and all the persons with whom he ran away escaped, 
and the demon devoured the rest. At last, the Rajah 
was running away alone, when the thief came and 
called out to him, ^^ Art thou a Rajpoot, aiid runnest 
away from battle ? " On hearing this the Rajah stood 
still again, and both confronting each other, began to 
fight ; at length the Rajah having subdued him, and 
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tied his hands hehiad hiB baok^ brourht bim into the 
city ; after this; haYiirg had him' bathed and washed, 
and dressed in good clothes, and mounted on a camel, 
he sent him all round the city, accompanied by a crier. 
Whoever amongst the city people saw him, said, " This 
thief has robbed the whole city and the Rajah will now 
impale him. When the thief passed under the bouse 
of Dhurmdhwuj, the merchant, his daughter haying 
heard the voice of the crier, enquired from her servant, 
" Why is this proclamation j being made ? " She paid, 
^^ The Rajah has laid hold ' of and will impale the thief 
who u«<ed to commit thefts in the city.' When she 
heard this, she too ran oui to see. On beholding the 
handsome and youthful appearance of the thief, she was 
fascijOLated ; and, having come to her father, said to 
him, ^^ Go now to the Rajah and have that thief relead- 
sed." • The merchant replied, " Why should the Rajah, 
at my suggestion, release the thief who has pilfered his 
whole oity, and on whose account his whole army has 
been destroyed ? " Again she said, " If the Rajah would* 
release him by your giving up all your property, have 
him instantly set free and bring him here ; and if he 
will not come, I will give up my life." 

Having heard this, the merchant went to the 
Rajah and said, " great king I be pleased to receive 
five lakhs of rupees from me, and release this thief." 
The Rajah said, " This thief has robbed the whole city, 
and on his account my whole army has been destroyed ; 
I will not on any consideration let him go." When 
the Rajah would not consent to what he proposed, the 
merchant returned home in despair, and said to his 
daughter, "I said every thing that it was right and proper 
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to 3ay, but; the Eajah would not assent to what I pro- 
posed.'.' In the meanwhile, having taken the thief all 
i:6und the city, they brought him and made him stand 
near the impaling stake. . When the thief heard the cir- 
cumstances of the merchant's daughter, he first burst out 
laughing heartily, and then began to cry bitterly. In 
the meanwhile, the people pulled him up on the impaling 
stake, and the merchants daughter, having received 
intelligence of his death, came to that place for the pur- 
pose of offering herself as a sacrifice, (performing suttee,} 
Having caused a funeral pile to be erected, and sitting 
upon it, she took down the thief from the impaling stake, 
and, having placed his head on her lap, sat down to be 
burnt, and ordered the pile to be. kindled. It so ha ppen- 
ed, that there was a temple of Devee there, from which 
Devee having quickly come forth, said, " Daughter ! I 
have been gratified at beholding thy resolution ; ask a 
boon from me.'* She said, " Mother ! if thou hast been 
pleased with me, restore this thief to life." Devee rep- 
lied, '' It shall be so." Having thus spoken, and brought 
the water of immortality from the regions below she 
restored the thief to life. 

Having proceeded thus far in the narrative, the 
Bytal enquired, " Rajah ! explain why the thief first 
laughed, and afterwards cried" The Rajah said, *^ I 
know the reason why he laughed, and I know also why 
he cried ; listen to me Bytal. The thief though in his 
mind that he could not perform any act of kindness 
towards her who was willing to give up every thing for 
his sake to the Rajah, and therefore he shed tears. 
And again he thought to himself that she had fallen in 
love with him, when he was on the point of death, that 
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the nature of Bhugw-fkn- Iras not to H uaderstood, that 
he iiestows weibltb on a n;ian of ill omen, science on a 
nian of infervior faipijyj a beautiful -vyi/e on a fool, and 
pours, down rain on hills. • Thinking upon these things, 
the thief laughed." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went away, and was 
again suspended on that tree. The Bajah went there, 
and, having untied him, made a bundle of him, placed 
him upon hia shoulder,, and carried him off. 



THE FOURTEENTH TALE. 

Bytal said, " Raj^h Bikrum I there is a pity named 
K oosmawuttee, the Ra^jah of which waa Soobchar, whose 
daughter's name was Ghundrupurbba; when. she became 
marriageable, she went one day in the spring to stroll in 
the garden with her feroale'companipi|s. Before arrange- 
ments had been made for her and her ladies, ar^^ry h^-ud- 
some son of a Brahmin, about twenty years of age, nanued 
Munswee, had come wandering about the garden, and had 
fallen asleep in a cool shady place under a tree. The Rajah's 
people had come and made arrangements for female 
apartments, and for the- ladies ; but it so happened that 
no pne had observed the Brahmin's son and he remained 
sleeping under the tr^e ; and the Rajah's daughter went 
into thQ garden \Mith her attendant^, and T^andering and 
strolling, about with her companions, came to ,the spot 
where the Brahmin's spipi was sleeping. On her arrival 
he also rose from hearing the sotmd of those who accom- 
panied her and sat up ; their ey^a met, and. they lyere 
so mudijinder the ittflil.ei^<?e , of love that theBrahmip's 
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son fell dovrn in a swoon upod the grotmd, and the Hajah^s 
danghter was in a state of nnconilcioiisiieBs, and her feet 
began to tremble. Upon this, her companioned snpport- 
ed net in their arms, and having at length placed ner in 
a recumbent posture in a litter, they brought her home. 
And on the other hand, the Brahmin's son had fallen down 
in such a state of insensibility as to be altogether un- 
conscious of every thing. Just at this time two Brahmins, 
by names Shushee and Mooldeo, learned and scientific 
men, having come from the Kaonroo country, arrived 
at the spot. Mooldeo having perceived that the Brah- 
min's son had fallen down, said, ^^Shuahee, why has 
this man fallen down in such a state of insensibility?" 
He replied, " A damsel has shot forth the arrows of her 
eyes from th^ bow of her eyebrow, and therefore he has 
fallen down." Mooldeo said, "We must raise him up." 
He replied, " What need is there for you to raise him 
up ?" He did not approve of what Shushee said, and 
sprinkled water upon him and lifted him up, and 
enquired, "What has been the matter with thee P' Upon 
this the Brahmin's son said, " We should tell oar griefs 
to him who can remove them ; what is gained by tell- 
ing them to one, who, after having heard them, cannot 
remove them?'* He replied, "Well, tell me your 
troubles, and I will remove them." Having heard this, 
the Brahmin's son said, "A Rajah's daughter came with 
her companions, from seeing whom I have been reduced 
to this state ; if I obtain her I will continue to live, if 
not I will abandon life." Upon this, he replied, Come 
to my house, and I will make arrangements for your 
obtaining her, and if I do not, I will bestow great 
wealth upon thee.'* Then Munswee said, ^" Bliugwan 
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has created many jewels on the earth, but the jewd 
woman is best of all, and for her sake man desires 
wealth ; what is the use of money to a man when he 
has abani^oned )m wife ? Animals are superior in the 
world to those who ha^e not obtained beautiful wives. 
The fruit of virtue is wealth, and the fruit of wealth is 
ease, and the fruit of ease is woman ; acid where woman 
is not, how can there be happiness ? " 

Having heaird these remarks, Mooldeo said, '^I 
will give thee whatsoever thou shalt ask." The 
Brahmin's son eaid, ^^0 Brahmin! procure for me 
that damsel." Mooldeo replied, ^'Come with nke, and 
I will proctire her for thee." In Bhort, having offered 
him great comfort, he took him away to his ^wn hctise, 
and, having gone there, he made u»p two balls, by 
putting which in their mouths^ persons would become 
transformed. Having given one of the balls to the 
Brahmin, he said, " When thou puttest this into thy 
mouth, thou shalt become a young girl of twelve years 
of age ; and, when thou takest it out 'of thy mouth, thou 
shalt assunie thy usual manly form." And he told him 
to put it in his mouth, and when he had done so, he 
became a young girl of twelve years of age, and, hating 
placed the other ball in his own mouthy Mooldeo was 
changed into an old man of eighty years of age, and 
took the young girl with him to the Rajah's who, 
having seen the 3rahmin, and made a salutation, 
o^ered him a se^t^ and one to the ]$rouilg girl also. 
Then the Brahtom, having repeated a tett, ^ave him a 
blessings the bei&titjr of whieh has spread uiroughout 
the three worldB; " May thit Bftsoodeo* protect you, 

* Buoodeo— ft form ot Vishmx. 
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xvb'o ^s a dwarf deceived Rajah Bull*; in5 vho, having 
taken monkeys with him, made- a bridge over the sea, 
and suj)porting a hill in hisr hand, saved, the cowtetd's 
children from the thunderbolts of Intlru f " ' 

Having heard this, the Rajah ; cnquireii, "0 .great 
king I whence come yon?" Mdpldeoj the Brahmin, 
said, "I have come from the other ride of the' Ganges, 
where my dwelling is/ and I had 'gohe to bring my . 
ion's wife and after this, a general emigration took 
place from my vilkge, and I know not whither my 
wife and son have fled, and how can I search for them 
now, having this damsel with me ? It is, therefore, 
better that I should leave her with you until my 
return : take great care of her." 

Having heard this speech . of the Brahmin's, the 
Rajah began to reflect in his mind, " How shall 1 be 
able to take care of a very beautiful young woman ; if I 
do not take care of her, this Brahmin will curse me, 
and my government will be utterly destroyed." Hav- 
ing thus reflected, the Rajah said, " great king ! I 
consent to what you have directed me to do.*' Then 
the Rajah having sent for his daughter, said, " Daugh- 
ter ! take away this Brahmin's daughter-in-law to your 
own apartment, and show her great care and attention, 

• Rajah Bull was a good and powerful kingTwho by austerities and devotion 
had overcome Jndm in battle; and obtained power both In heaven and earth. Tb« 
gods became fearful of his subverting their reign, and applied to Vishnn, who 
descended on the earth as a dwarf ( haniun Avatar ) Brahmnn. In this shape he 
vraited on Buli, who, accqrdijig.to custom, offered him large presents. These (he 
dwarf. nnd«r pretence of total contempt of worldly things, refused ; and said he 
only wanted space for three steps. Bull laughed and promised him his desire. On 
receiving this promise, the dwarf's stature increased prodigiously, so that at oaa 
step he placed his foot on the heavens, at tlite next on the earth, and then not 
having any other place to take the third step, he* rested his foot on Bali's head, 
and thus sunk him down to Kaglok, a region beneath the earth, where ho was 
confined, being bound bj ropes made of twisted serpents. 
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and allow her not to be. separated froin thee for a 
single moment, whether asleep or awake^ eating, drink- 
ing, walking, or wandering abont." Haying heard thisj 
the Kajah's daughter laid hold of the. Brahmin's daugh-^ 
ter-in-law's hand, and took her away to her own house. 
At night both slept in one bed, and bcgaa to converse 
with each other. In the course of conversation the 
Brahmin's daughter-in-law said, " royal damsel ! tel 
me through what grief hast thou become emaciated ? " 
The Kajah's daughter said,"I had gone onoday in the spring 
accompanied by my female companions, to take a stroll 
in a garden, and I there saw an exceedingly haondsome 
Brahmin, equal to Kamdeo, (Cupid), and his eyes and 
mine met, he became senseless, and I lost all conscious- 
ness ; then my companions having beheld my condition, 
brought me home, and I know not any thing of his 
name or residence- ; his beautiufl appearance is deeply 
imprinted in my mind, and I have no appetite for 
eating or drinking : from this pain my body has been 
reduced to this state." Having heard this, the Brah- 
min's daughter-in-law said, " If I shall procure thy 
beloved for thee, what wilt thou give me ? " The 
Rajah's daughter replied, " I will always remain thy 
servant." 

Having heard this, and taking the ball out of his 
mouth, he became a man again, and she was abashed at 
beholding him After this the brahmin's son married her 
according to the. customs of Gundhurb"**" marriages, and 
thus at night he constantly became a man, and in the 
day time a woman. At length, after six months, the 
Rajah's daughter became pregnant. It happened one 

Vide note at pftgo 94. 



( 88 ) 

day that the Rajah went with all bis rdiations to a mar- 
riage at the house of his minister, where the minister's 
son saw the brahmin's son in tho disguise of a woman. 
On seeing her he fell in love, and said to one of his 
friends, " If I do not obtain this woman^ I will give up 
my life," At this time .the Rajah, after having enjoyed 
the feast, came home with iiis family; but the minister's 
son's state became most distressing from the burning 
flame of separation from her be lored, and he gave up 
food and water. A friend, having perceived the et-ate 
he was in, went and told the minister of it, who having 
heard tioe eircum^stairces, p4?Dceeded to the Bajah, and 
said, "My son is distracted, grea^t king! with the 
love of that brahmin's daughter-in-law ; he has given 
up eating and drinking, if you will compassionately giv6 
her to me, his life will be eavsed." The Rajah *ras angry 
when he heard this, and said, " Thou fool! it is not right 
for Rajahs to commit such injustice. Is at right to give 
away her who has been entrusted to me by another With- 
out obtaning the permission of the person who entrusted 
her to my care ; wherefore then speakest thoti thus to 
me r 

The minister, on hearing these words, went home 
hopeless ; but having beheld his son's affliction, he also 
gave up food and water. When the minister had spent 
three days without eating and drinking, all the trans- 
actors of business assembled together, and represented 
to the Bajafa, " great king ! the minister's son is in a 
precarious way, and if he dies, the minister will not 
survive ; and, if the minister dies, the affairs of the 
kingdom will not continue to be well administered : 
it is better that you should agree to our solicitation." 
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IHidHg heard ib]B^ib6:R«ji&^^K7d Hi^m f^Tini9r- 
sm.tasayiiii^haii tbej rzeqiiijed. t Then ^enal aia<lngM 
.th#m isaod, ^'O greaifaihg:! it is ^Icmg fmo6 th^t^ iM 
rbml^Biizi ^(hoBt aw»7,.a]id h^'.hsui.nolk :a9 jret r^ttlcoued i; 
Bhugwwi kiiQWB whether ih© ifl-dead. or ^ye:,'it :& 
th€rrefore<pr6per that joa dbbiild ooa&m jmt goy&nlh 
m^t hy gvsrmg £hat Bca^iiiih!s' daiight€fr-ih:^l|ivrrti> ibf 
-]iiffiu8tev?8^son vaiidif he sbonld'ceine ^qb' 04n :ihefiii)rw 
^^^j^'and'B^e^lthbn Jkim.: Hibecafaoiild noi ;Be plea^ 
wMe -tiliis^ you GBntMlebrate ^ bis isoor'i imftri^ge*> flud 
alkmiumito tafeel leave." ji. .- '• ' ." ' \ l..*: a. •-, v-.^r: 

■''■^ Ha^ng^ieard this sji^h,'' «h^»^»ajah '^te*Si% 
snMmbaed the Brahmiii's dau'gbter-ita-ta%,'iiWdj /^0b 
thou to' th€! house of my fliimster;s son.*^ ^ Sfce Tepli^, 
"The ^rtii^ 0f a woman is'defstro^ed- h^ lier jpbssesiftii^ 
exce^siTe heanty, and the reli^on of - a * hrtlkniti-^js 
impaired hy atteiriance on a Bajifr, andl-a coii^ ^ 
spoilt hy a distant pasturage,' and 'wealth as fofeft' t>y 
comihiftittg'acts of injtisti<i^.'* She proceed io saf, 
*^If, O great king! yon will give'me :t6';^thiB ^inistfer*s 
son, b'Q pleased to' exact "from him 'this one ^' thing j ttet 
he Wffl do whaieverl^ell him; and ttien^r^U-^atobis 
hoh^er * The Hajah^atid, " Say wh«tt h^ will have^o 
d6.^ ^^^She I'epliid; <^0' great king-! 'l'jtofti;of iiti¥ ®rall- 
triiii fea'sie, aild he i& a'€hntree'|it Mi therefol-e aid^saWe 
that 'he shonld first visit all places of pilgriinag^, ^asii 
then I wSl Cohabit with biAi/' When the ttAfeh heit¥d 
this'speefeh he s^nt for the minister's •sori,^ aid '«€iid io 
him, " Go first to all- places 'of^ip^^imkg^, ^md then wia 

,. . 1 : ■ ..i / ■ {' , )' > • M.r (j -i — 'fii* HI J) '' T ' VT — "^ 

« Tb» meanitg fc, itthe oi4 3i?(bmm fJjgjU WJ ^hia/wtum be »^ f*- y« 
d»TJglit«r-in4fttJ liavtn^been mkitled «p th*Ttfoatfef'/i ton, yoa cim prorid* 'iawther 
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itiU giva .-duttbnl!9n^'«girl tolihaei," fl»TOng- burd 
l^'inibb^ epaecdi, the' uinuter^Bisoiiunicl/^O gnat 
kiag l:iet'lKir.gq:rKiid T«iniinin.itrf liotuef, isad thfto ' 
I- 'titil go TOH falglrimacfi." iisvnw' ^«nd. tfaist/tte 
fiajfth: wid to' the Ibranmhi's dRiienteir^ "JE'^wii-irin 
-dnt'Of ali'ffoaiiii ftagrlitthiwlwaBe, be-nrill ptcio«ed oo 
'pilgnmagep' iDbe'hiifaiiiinli'girl bsvingnroisttarnitiYfl 
vfii«r4[b0imjah*B spMoUv'rmtit^ataA dwelt nt^^v -Buau- 
!t«i^*«»n'8 hMiU,'«faor!ib)d t<rlubia&,:*''Volrii]iBt<kibtli 
tt«ttu3B^ogieddi0r ib-OBe''iiilaoeion'-ltermB'<tf-th« ^«MMt 
affectioD and fi 

^^t^m, h? 

-na)9Md So^h^iag 

,hetyWld.;lJi^goI 
A<ts]fct»:h«f»n 
^ lapiiStar'B BW 
i^B b«iQg bUFiit ! 
,,Siyqbj«Ot ?"Th 

jiie, if I aooeifiplisfa H^j object fof the« I " She t*id, " I 
(iriU-ftlwaTs be SQbsern«Qt to thee, Btandis^.in thj pre- 
•bBO^ wwi join^ handB." llhen ebe baTing taken the 
iibMliQQt of her moaih, was traoBfonoed mtp.ainaD. 
:^e 'thu conatanUy became a mui 'at ni^t audit 
ITiOTnaD in theday time, audtheee two bad great lore 
for ea^ other' In abort, bix months passed away in 
t^fl inaaner, and the mutiaterVsttn letorned. 

When people beard the news ttt his arriv^, tbej 
.b^gan tQ liidqlge in fixative n^^ga, and the brahmin^ 
danghter-in-law having taken ihe£aU-««t«4'biB.nuiiib, 
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and being trMrforMed )ato<a Kim, weat awa* fWvm the", 
female apHJtinwBts throagh ■» window, ^ffiftw ritmite' 
ielxr,' heaMMd st the htfotfe of i^e bi^hml^' Mobldieti, 
1^0 liad given him the ball, and mentioned to him the 
cinniih&tanOM of iaa trui^ocmation. 'Hien Mooldeo 
htfring- beard all tiie otreomfltancea and taken' away the 
bott fVom' him; gavie' it to his companion, the brahmin 
Shn^iee,- and tbey bodi pat the buli in their months. 
One war t»aniri'ormed into «t old tnaai, and the other 
mto a n»» of twenty. The tww want again to th? 
Rajah's, irho, hwving made a ultitatioa on teeing them, 
offered them seats. Tbey abo' gave him their 
benedictions. The Rajah haviftg made snqniries ' 
rerarding their health and welfare, laid to Mooldeo 
" Where nave yon been for so many days past ? " The 
brahmin replied, " great king ! I went to »earch for 
this my son, and having been sacceasfnl in my^ search, I 
have brought him to ' ;hter- 

in-law, and I will ta jnse." 

The Raj^ related to arred. 

The brahmih was 6: ig ^e 

circa mstances, and i | tpi* 

that has happened, i s wife 

to another man? 1 t you 

wished, but now «ajah 

replied, 'iO divinity: say i 

will do." The b*»h_ _ , , of my 

porse thou wilt do M I say, marry Oiy daughter to my 

* The Rajah having heard thie, *nd having sent for 
an astrologer, and fixed npon an auspicious moment, 
and division of time, married -his daughter to that 
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brahmin's son, who retamod home to h» village,, af^er 
h»V;ing taken leave of tlie Eajah, a&d brought away with 
hira the Eajah's danghter. and her dowjy. When 
itanswee.the brahmin, heard the news (jf.thwe «?entSj 
bo came there and, began to qijiarrel with hun. an*l 
aaked^im.to give vp hia wife, claming bw as bis o,wb. 
The brahmin, ghftsh^, said, "Thifis my wif«, and 1 
have brought ^fit htre i^chaYing married .hsv, befoi'o 
five or tefi pereons," . He r«pli«l,. '*.Slie is with child 

our wife? " And 

n with aaelf Qther. 

th. them both, bat 

aid. 

h of the story, the 
et ! say whose wife 
3 was the wife of 
" flow was she his 
ibrahpiin?" The 
i9 brahmin had got 
1 her in presence 
>re, she became bis 
er married her ia 
ind, therefore, she^ 
also, be entitled to 
perform hia funeral obsequies." 

Having.heard these . rmnarks, the Bytal went off, 
nnd was suspended inthat tree } and the Rtljab went 
iifiain, ami having bound the Bytal, placed him upon 
his^houldcr^ and ceu-risil'hiin'off. 
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tHE FUTTEENTH TAI.E. 

• . • ■ .■.'..•• 

V 

BYTAt siid,' ^ Riajaii 1 the?^ is ^. Mil, naked Hiii«K- 
'cbul/r and thePe is a oiiy erf" celestial Bani^fcians', «^ftd 
Rajah Jeebiootke<|o6^goverrilKi there. ' Oii'dil^ 'oS^awon 
he offiet^d' great ^dotation 1;^ tfe Ktil^Mkfc,* 'praiyinjj 
for a son. fhd tree being pjeaied, siid to htm/" I 
l»Ve .bee»i gratified^ % behbldin^ thy isfeidnons 
atfeeaaunce 5 ask any boon- that ' tihfcyft wlrfieetv- Thb 
Eagab" replied, ^^OiW m^ 'a soil ii^, drde^ that my 
goyerimierit and naW wjay cotrtiiiTie:'* :Thetir6e*said, 
*^It shall be -80." Aftftr- 86afe tim^ ihe Brajkh hid a 
ton ; he was 'highly d^slighted, iitid ^ve ^Wryisplendid 
arid joj^ul ente^tainmentk:-*rhavin;g ^bestowed ifiaay 
gifts, and performed many acts <of'clmrity,^nd sent' for 
Drahmins to git^ him & mam^. Th^'^bi^ahmins ^named 
.him Jeeniootbahun/ Wheijafae X/raitweWe^yiEiars^o^agie, 
he began to o^r wi>t«fhtp to- Shlvm ; and^^ having read 
all the' Sba^nis,! becanie Viety'learnedv' dofit€rm|>lsttii?«, 
bold, resolute, bravfej' reiigiousf ahd wis0 3 at tb^t time 
there was no one eqwl to Mm, arid' tmdfef his gov- 
ernment all his subjects i;rere attentive^ t<s theip moral 
and -religious duties. When he beoao^ a young man, 
he also "was very asdiduous in perforriiiiig' religious 
service to the Kulpbrikh, and the lr<», being greatly 
pleased^ said to him, ^^Ask me. for whatso^er thou 
dciseVvest, ai^dl will grant it thee.'*' Jeemootbahu^ 
replied, ^' If you ire pleased vrith liie, remove the 
poverty of all my stibjeots, and make all persons under 
my goviernment equal in property arid weaWi." ' Upon 
this the Kulpbrikh fi^ranted' the Ix)on ; all rikem i^ere so 



plentifully 8?a{$U0d y^^ "H^^^^^ wA ^$o mnch at their 
ease, that no one obeyed another's oMer. When the 
jyobjtotp :OjC timt ' «>i^ir9i49irt'|Mt^^tittiy(fd Bi tbitf state, 
ihi9 hf i^i^TB «nd ]?eUtioil3 of. thf l^^hi^gan to r^nson 
tkmonfft .^i^ouielyes,. ^^'Thai ihe fiiiW and sbn'were 
hoth obedi^ti^. to j^be dietate^ of r^Upoiiy and' that their 
subjecM woi)ld n0t obey thei)? d^rder? ; it is therefore a 
moot M^^isaU^ mat^tn^ Ito a^iz^ Mid impnaon them 
h6&x aj^d Ukfi jacvrtiy jkbeiri goVefomejii ff om .ithemi^' 
!Ebe : R^alfi did ; tot trwU^. bimaelf to adoptf saky 
.preeantioB^ ttgalnst tik^oi) and Atj' ^lispreA together ; 
.and, tiding fin «rtay ' ifkh ik^My w^nt and suriKmnded 
:thd ' 6^'ab'trh^99ey i Wltm/^e^ pf ' this reaefaied ihe 
B8^;he Mid t(» luvi 0^ ^' Wbiit- sbaU wb do iio%? " 
The #on repU^i'^'O great fcbgl be pleased tp 
rematfi hiro ; )i^: faviittr of ypnr YirttiOiis qtialitks I will 
go imiB^tataly and deetlr^y t^env'' The Bajah said, 
*^ Son I thia body is frail, and "wi^alth too is nnstafok ; 
.when arman is bbm, dt^h is aW with bito. ; It is tfaete^ 
fore rig^t to abandon .gQT4^fr»mpn4k a^d t€» onltiVate 
-yirtne and religion ; it is. ilot > beeomiiig to comiait 
great onnuBS fer (kh^ ;sai^ i^ snob ^ body tod for .this 
.goiremmenty JMoanae Bajab! j6odii»ibw^ enron t'egrettod 
atfker he mi onfi^ed ia. ihe great ywf of the descen- 
dants of fibtir«t/f loMm bia isoin re{)Iied, '^ W^}, be 
.pkased to ei^o your goFernmeiyt jioi'yionr t'^ti(]to^ atid 
'go jTodirself and.petfortn acto off ailstefe devo^fHi^^ 
Having detehnbed iij|^n tbisvoandl ^i|^ bis 
bbodieirs bm Depy^Rs. to .be tid)td,rib^ Aajab went 
witb his. BOB toitiie iop(!<cif,tiuB\Mjiil\t|(^): UHi itmi 
began to Ijfve in a. . eottig^ "vbieh tboy bid It il^tp. 
There was a friendship^bftwoen Jeemootbahnn and the 
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8fm of Bf afnge. On^ <b^ tiir Bf^Vl $m Mllitli0c4iit^'f 
900 lia<ig#Qidrtowftlk:abQlHf>cm'iW topi <ift^ )9A»ii 

thero savr a tempjb' of Sfaoi^^n^.- M ito it^ii^. 1ili^r# 

ing in the pr^s^ffe of Dey^^ J^^oo^tbqibQ^il V sani 
hes ej^^s mot, aiidr they b^oame ^tffiioii;^^ of ewik 
ottwr; tottb^.RiHJ^Ji^s diwAterj lie^ainiog^ hw pwh 
wQft and aAbamed,, wen4 to< hear owi|: hiQiifie ; ^ml.he ^d 
proceeded }i(m% hei^ ndbatied of semaimpg)iM^:lpAgff 

(lii^, the rosy cbefjmdl) ap^t ,the. night uiia stater e£ 
great sestle6$pees;. Jn the memiftg th^ S^i^^^iilaftgh* 
tfijT went.te the tempte qf-Peveej wi the JUjeJb^sen 
en hb arpwl> abq-feia^hen^iWet.' Ke^t^^^i^if^ 
fvoAjL one. nrf her attwd wte^ i* Wbe^e <ib^gh^i f ^ IbW" 
I^ mmi$eit replied, • ^ !I^^ i& IJ^e > d^iifg^etf jOf-Mi^lTfr 
iMxm Baj$h^ her ]iame^.«i 2llil}^i«hitte^. anil e)^ la^ftiU 
a: virgin/' HiiTiiig thite;$pok^^4bo.#jl<t0i^^n^^ 
«d frowi the ,B4>h, \'Say, haodfleme ipil^ livhowfe 
ha;:<^ jran eomie,. ^ vh^i 4^7(91^ u^wp?' ,Heceiidf 
,^^ X apai ^iSQQ'pf JeiBSi0otketo)O„ th^ Ra^h^f, tl)e ;de|ef-t 
^ dimci^i, and ny, n)»ii^ i^ Je^iiNMi^thahW i ior'^o^OA^ 
qilenra of onf gpyerlwent havb||;)beeiiriw^ihj|s^ted,.we 
tiaVe teth^ffatber^d 8oto5,-.^mfr^d.,^TO.W^wr 
Abode, bece.!.' . Wheathe attendant beard ^i^s^tm^gm 
.ehe jne^tiened them aU<jbp the ^l^>' dapgh^er), w£p, 
li^Tijig. belurd them, /wae greMJICr ,e^*^ed inii5iindt.«id 
oame home iwad fdl . :«4eep.iat night, e^gf^^d.i^ 
.ibi:)Ught ;, biti> upon, sm^ tlje. staie she^ wr^ ^>>: hfff 
attendants explained all the cironmstances to her mo- 
thw:, who ro:entionedi3iem toihelfcijahj'arid s|4d, "0 
great kingf yonr danghter is tnarriageaUe) "^^jr,.^? 
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^6Xk Hot Ijbclt A cmt br]AB)gr4><A»^ t^t ialr^ Y ' Tfaef Ktajaii 
kaVing'heard ihis/iiiif > rctfiedted kkk '^kMl,"a&d!is«Dt 
for 4is »!>ii ' MiUrat)tLss0^ aftid t^ii liim, ;^' Sotf ! look out 
it^^a'bndegrdomfor Vtdiir dister, and bring faiin her«." 
lie Tdplted, " I hare heard, gi^eat kiijgl that Jeemoot- 
kMoo, Ild,j&h of the 'celestial daj^cets,- and his scm 
Jeern(k>tbabun, hJEtv&ig ahandc^ned their kingdom, bare 
both, -fathefr atid son^ conie hcfre/' Upon bearing this, 
Mulyak^o Rajah said, '*^ I will give this daughter to 
J^etoootbahnii/^ With 4hiBd^ words he iii'dt!*ncted bi» 
9€^' to g^ and bHng Jeemootbabnn, the Rajali*S'8on, 
from ys^iiWse. Having'^obtained the RajahV 6rder 
he werlt to tliat' -hoKlse/ ^ and] siiid to Jeemootketoo^ 
'* Altew ydnr sota to accbmjariy -me; «d mv father b«s 
seii*lbi^bi!mtebe8to"«^'W8 datighter updii him." Hny- 
itfg.hearid[ this^ ^(^'BltjalivJeetnootketoo allowed his son 
i> ao^otiipakj him, ^d < tfae ^son cKme to tibe Bajak 
MofyaketdoV h^U&e bhd^the' BajhU celebra1»d bis M&r- 
fi*g€i' in- -the Gnndhtirb mannerl' 'Wheb hia murriage 
WAS oVer, the R&j^fa brot^gbt the bride and Mit^rabiffiso<(> 
to IriS'Iiouse, the thr^e tiien sainted the Utijab, wbb 
gavethfeto* his blesi^ing. ' 1?hat day paised away tlins t 
btit-on tihe morning of 4be iecdnd dliy, both the Rajah's 
^bUs'weiit forth^ to wttnder about on the Mnlyagir Mil ;♦ 
wlieti'they went 'there; Jeeinootb^hnn saw a wnite heap 
rather lofty, and fi^pok this^isfald to his brothef^inJ^w, 
*<HoW'isitj brother, that ^ire jfee-thSs' white bcfttp'P'' 
He ^ ri^liei), r ^^ Fi^om the regions ^Tbelo w come tens of 
ftiiilidns of yo%ng snakes, ' -^mtti the bird, on which 
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. • > ThiJi hm hM alTMdy b««|» .caUed Ma\j:aQhnl " bat '^ Achnl" sad " Oiri/' 
both %tgti\ts hill or moontalfi. tend Ifaiys li ' tb#' •btnal imhii« ; fi is'* hill ■ooth «f 
tb4 Kar^u^A, m4 iB.SMl«rit poetry ps ^ppk* q( 9t the »hode oi U)f co^ loaihMlj 
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Yishtia ri^/ QQm«Ki here ,imiA deyotiri ; this is a heap 
of their (bon^w? Haying heard this, Jeemoothahun 
said to his hrother-dn-Iaw, ^^Friend I go home and eat, 
because at this time I am in the constant habit of 
perfprming warship, and the time for doing so has 
now come." When he heard this, he ,went awaj, and 
Jeemoothabnn pi ooeeded onwards, when the noise of 
weeping b^aii Uh reach him. . When he heard it ha 
went to the spot .whence the lameiitation proceeded,' and 
there saw an oM woman^greatlj. agitated by grief, and 
weeping. He went np to heir' and enquired^ ^-Mother \ 
why w:t thou weeping?" • She said, " The snake Sunkh- 
choor is my son, and it is his turn to^dayy Guroor will 
0ome and eat him up ; I' am weeping on aecount of this 
affliction.'' He replied, ," Mother I^ weep pot, I will 
gpvve my own lifo'in eK6hftnge;for thy aon'sw'' The old 
woman said, ^^SonI do.;n6i doi^o^' thou. art- my Sunkh- 
ehoor^'' Whildt ah* wat .thus 'speakings Bunkhchoc»r 
eanie there also, and havibg heard whai had passed, 
said, ^' 0> great king I ma»ay poor wretches like me aite 
borii and have died ; but ji:(st: aad ^ompaaiionate men 
like you aj:5e not born.everyf hpur ,.in the world ; do not 
therefore give up your life instead of mine, because 
hundreds of thoufiandsof men "^ill be benefited by yojar 
living, indijHiy living and dying are both the stole." 
J.eemootba^hua replied, >^ It is not consistent with the, 
vii^ue of men of truth Uot to do as they say, dp thou go 
back to the place whence thou hast come." . 

_ . ... - ■ , . . 

* Qn^oor,' repriMtited as a gigantic bird with the face of a man, the 
'^ iahvii ** or Vehicle of VMai^-^heie the eld;er b' o'^her of Jadm, being the prod«M 
of the second egg laid by' Bonita, daughter of Dnkhya after her marriage witk 
Koshyup, who VU the father of the g&dM by anDthar luf his wife's name ijAttya 
The foreging will accoant for Gnroor's having power to brisf the water of 
laaaaortftUty from tli« regfons onder the mtVk. 
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and when, in the.iBd^n^hile^ (im(i^iba,m9-4&wk from the 
sky, aAd the pripce saw "that kk 1^^ were eaob 
equal t^ f<M3r i>dmboos in Itdngtb, and hk beals was 
M long: as a palm tir^e, his b^Uy like a hill, his 
ejm like gates, and his others fik^ cleruds^. AH 
at anoe he rushed with open beak ttpon the Rajisih's son, 
who^ sav«d hittiself the first time ; btit4he ^s^oxKd time 
the bird flew >tifp with bitti in y^ beak, and began to make 
eitduite in the air ; in the Da%s|iiwhii^ a^bt^elet, on the 
stone of Which the Rajah's' tianie was^ engraved bedanM. 
nfifa^tened and fell down covered with blood- bef6te the 
Bajah's daughter, who on seeinj^ it fainted awiiy^tid' Ml ; 
when aifter a quainter of aift Donr 'she ^had t^veted 
her senses; ishe oommtmicated hy a mes^ge all 
the ekcTira^tanceii to' her Mher and' mothtft, wkid 
came there when thejr heaitd^of 'thia oisilaniitj' ^ a&d, ^hm 
they beheM the bi<adeletdo>veitied with ^bfeod, the l^iree 
set o«t to search for the Bajab ;' ih^met Sunkhehoor 
abe on the road, who went ei^ne in adviace 6f them to 
ti^plaee^wber^:h&had I9eenth^ f>rince, and begiin ealiinjg 
out and saying, '^0 Gtul^ck)!?!^!^^^^; let hlffi go^; .be^ is 
not thy' food, ihj name is SnnkbdhoQi)-,':! am thy {(di&d^^ 
Gurodr was frightened' at beatii^ thiaabd Ml dowa^ 
and tibk>ilght to himseif that he had d«^t6nred A' brababin 
6r a Ctintree. fi^ then b^ad tb ^y'td th^ ftajah'a'SOii^ 
"Omah! say trnly why thon*g|ve8ttipi*lrf Jife/^ The 
prince replied, '^*0 Onroo¥ \ trieee •spr^ead 4;h^ir' shade 
over others, and being themselves e:^pQsed. to th^ snn, 
produce flowers and frnits for others, dake ; this is ti^e 
excellence of good men and of trees. What is the uae 
of this Ibody if it be not serviceable to other? ? Jt is, a 
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tjommon saying, "Tbat tsandal hArt^ fubb^d gives a 
dovblb perfttme, and tb^ migarcane's flaVonr is increased 
by its being sctaped an* <mt ibtp small pieces, and gold 
beeomes exceedingly beliutifnl by being burnt iii fire.' 
The , best men do not abandon jbheir good (fif positions 
even witfc* Choir UVes ; Trhat ntatters it if men jraise or 
blaine them^ and if' iliey hare w^ltii or not? Or -what 
does it sigtiiff if the^ die now or after a time.rjnst 
men neVer deviate from theif path, happen what may ; 
wd what'dillereB&e do^ it'make if tbey are 8ix>nt or 
tlun ; in short, a liian's life is fmitless^ whose body is 
Hot of benefit to others, and their living is advantage 
ons whose lives benefit- others. The dog and crow 
cherish their ^wn lives cnly {{. ^., only seek to benefit 
themikSveis) ; wheinea^ brkhmiiis,^ who sacrifice life for 
the s^ke of li cowj fritod, or wife, d^wH certiiinly and 
for ever ih pairadlie.'^ wut'oor said, " In the world all 
menf chetish their o"Wii Kfe; and there* are yery few who 
give np their owrf lives to save those of others." He 
proceeded to say, ^^ Ask a boon froin me, I have been 
gratified by thy resolution.** Having heard this, Jee- 
mootbahun saia, '^ divinity 1 if you l^ave been pleased 
with me, do not eat snakes any more, and restore to life 
ihose-you hftTe «lreaidy ettfcen.T. When Ghiroor heard 
thiB^ he brdu^t ithe water of imrnoriality from the 
r^gmto bohrv, adkd-^aprisikled . it on* :the faoMs of the 
jniakesy and thegr were ^estiured to life ; then he said to 
flie Harjsh^ ^ O; Jdemootba'huii % tin*ou^ my favour then 
sfaalf^ ubtuB .ihy lost government." ' Having granted 
this iiaon, Gnroot wetit to Jiis own abode, and Sunkb- 
diixir' iikeVise, and J«emaotbahuB went thence. On 
tho road lie mk hie Jriher^in^lffw, motfaer-in-law, and 
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ltis.«ifis,;&nd weqtwitb tb^n to' bis fatber'a. . Wben 

tber beard of bis approacb, bis.oncle and coosina. and 

all ais relations came out to meet bim, aad hariag 

aken him away with tbem, they 

tbua mnch of tbs story, the £ytal 
bos« virtps.^aa greateet amonffist 
er Blkrnmajaet said, "Sudkot 
pjired, " Why so?" Th? Rajnb 
id gsveliCs to tbe. Et^h iffh9 bad 
frpDO being. Mjt«ft .up hy Guroor." 
7 was ii9t his Tictne gr^aUst who 
^tbar's sake?" Tb« Bajfth, said, 
a Obgtrae by p^wte, and it waj 
• to gi.va np bis life :.bence,. to 

gire it vp was Q<4 a. difficult njsttar for, bim. ' 

Hiving ;besrd tbij, tha Bytal went up and was 

agaia suspended io tbe tree, yaqd tb« Baj^ having 

gone there anibonqd bim, placed bim apoo bis aboal- 

der, and carried bim (iff. , 

THE SISTEBJH'H TALl). 

BrtAt. said," Rajah. Bmf Bikralmajeet, thera is a 
city named Chnadrnifaekhar, whereilived Rntimd-ntt, a 
great merchant, who had a daaghberi by naihe Ooinna- 
dinee. Wben she had. reached the age of puberty, 
her father went to the Usjah of that phce and said, 
"0 great king! in my boase there is:aybnne girl ; 
if yon bawany wish for her, be pleased to tu* her, 
otherwise I will give her to «i>me One else." Having 
b*ard this, tJie Baijah saat'foitnro or'threv old s«vante 
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and said to them, '^ 60 and examine the featnres of this 
merchant*! danghter." They came to tiie merchant's 
honsid by the command of thei Rajah, add all of them 
were fascinated at beholding the lovely appearance of 
the damBel ; her beanty was like a li^ht ih a dark 
hoT2«e ; her eyes -were Bke those of a deer ;• her cnrli 
like female sif^kes ; ber eyebrows like a bow ;^hier noee 
like a parrot^s ; her teeth like a string of pearls ; ber 
lips like the "red groniid'; hfef neck Kke a pigeon^s ; 
waist likei leopard 'i; her ha^ds^ aiid feet' lire k stbft 
lotiis, with % face like th^ • moon j of ' thii coldijr of this 
flower chnmpa, with ,the gait bf a goose, and the voice 
of a kokil" * on seeing whose beauty the courtezans of 
'Indrti wonld hdve been 'abashed: 'Having beheld snch 
"an elegant creature, replete' "yrith feyiery grace and 
beiuty, -th^y /thought, to' themselves, ^'That if such a 
womaii shduld 'go to fhe Riijah's hou^e, tbrf Rajah 
would become h^ slave, and would trot cast a tl|onght 
onthe afiairs of government, and therefo're that it was 
better to tenths , Jlajafa ^h^ ' was ugly, and npi worthy 
bf him/'" (Hatiiig thus rteflected, and come thence to 
the Ragah^s hbiise, they "brouglrt theie tidings : "0 
great kingl we bave seen that girl, and she is not 
wdrthy of you/* The- I^jah having heard this, said 
to the 'merchant," I will not marry n'er." Updn this 
the nlerchant, haVibg come home, 'ma Wed his. daughter 
to Sulbhuddra; who was the Rajah's^ coBrtniinder-in- 
cbief^and she.biB^n.to live- in his house. It happened 
one day that the Itajah went odt'ili' that* direction 'With 
hi^ attendants/ and' she was^-staudiirg *on%e top bf hei- 

. * Th« Iv4kA eook^. A bird qnite. temlltar- to vrvry- trayeUer in 
Izhlia. 
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faouB^, eovered witii ornameDts, TheBajab'sand her 
^eye& aecideatlilly met, and he beg^u to ^y to himself, 
^*Is tbip the daughter of a dwioity, pr a celestial 
courtezan, or the child of a mortal.?'.' In s^bort* he 
was facinated on beholding her Ji^eaaty, apd .^came 
^ome thence to bis own house' iq. a^tati^ of very.greaj; 
^agitatioii. When the doop-kef»per saw his fao^ne^ said. 
>'0 great king I what pain of hfidj -are jpu aufferipg ?' 
The Rajah replied, " As J i^a3 prpceedin^ along the 
road iio-day I sa^ a very beautiful wpmaoi on a house ; 
i know jiQt , whether she is a hpi^ri, or a fairy^ or a 
inortal being, as her loveliness bewitched my mind at 
^nce. This is why I am restless." Having heard this, 
ihe door-keeper represented to <the Bajah that, she was 
the merchant's daughter, who had. married his com- 
mander-in^bief) Bidbhuddru*" The |taji^ said, '^ The 
persons whom I sent to examipe ,her feature have 
deceived me." Having thus spoken, the Bajah ordered 
a chobdar'^ to bring those persons q-uickly, who brought 
them on having received the order. Wl^en they ^apne 
into the Bajah s presence, the rB^jah * sai4, '''You did 
not execute the commissiqn I gave yoT{, nor did yon 
fulfil my desire, but brought jfne ba^KJ^ answer after 
having invented a falsehood, and to-day ,1 h^ive fteen 
hex with my own eyes; sh|e is- so |)ea,'utiful, a^ so 
replete with good qualities i^i r4?c^ ..jpe^t w:ith i any 
woman like her is diffiouJ^." yf,hpj^ th^y h^m4 ^ifls, 
they said, " O.^eat king 1 what you s^y is itru^, ^nt 
be pleased to, Usten,to tae obj|e9t ve .bi^i in ^w, in 
mentioning in your pr^ence that she wa^ ug^« We 



mark of liif oAee. 
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thouglit ihftt if. »wh h^TBLiHisl wi>m»Q should go to 
yourplghitefia's hpuaei/On beboiMipg bet^jou would 'i>e 

«fiam«i)f Mat^^i i^nd: thai the /ggVclrbimBi iwonldbo 
^QttariTtruift^ iSxotiBk dr^ad ^f^ibbia^ i^e'nii^e ihe Axdnae 
^e did." The Slajab t^lkd idthmn that ihsj spoke 
^betmidiyiWii {torn TeQpljB'eiioA ofJberhe was in % 3iaie 
of.ibh greatest nM^JBtne^sVat^ tbe'fEaj^*s «gitaii«m 
.was matiifei^i fto^ ^evf . <me ^ mhpn mtheL imeaawfaile 
B^Ibboddili ;4»uQi> therer aUo^ jaiad. .baviiig joined Mb 
hmhj ial^d d|0|i(MAg iil \h$ i^}sAI» tprefience^ said to 
.kiai, **0 toid^f ^te Ofw-lliI I arowthy serRraot^ and.i^ 
ja Uiy beff<^iii«lly: 4&4 ^bj: • ^hciuld joq suffer m misdi 
ftftiotioh ;(m.;b0r::acc9afit? /Be pleiuted to gm t&e 
. Onin* ifchat ^he sihcmJd be brougbt hiiher/' Tbe Ilqah , 
•mis teoei^ingt^ •wrafh^t /hearing this speeek^ and aaid, 
;'^ Il^is:^ ▼Qfj inreligio^. act to go near another man's 
ivfife. WWt i^ t^ thskt yon. Bave said to me? Do 
3^09 tbtfik.me devoid ^ religion that I shoiild commit 
thit aet? Ai^th^r man's MFife is ^ke a mother, and 
andther : man'^ weallUi 4($ ^qnaily worthless with mud» 
He^r?me, brdther, a man ^honld regard the sdnis of 
'tether mieg! in tbe<«ame light a$ h^ regards his own." 
Bulbhnddrn aajd, " Sfee is my lerwmt ; when I have 
given her to you, hoW is isbe another maa's wife ? 
The Bajah replied, " I will jiot eommSt an act through 
the commiftflton -of which acandAl would attach io'me 
in the worjd's opinioii." : Th^ commatider^n^chief then 
represented to. tl^rBiajfih tjbiat he would turn her out of 
fai^ 'house and^ keefp/hier in: another ^k€e,.^and having 
made a proetitcute of her, bring her to the Rajah. The 
Bajah taid^ *! If thon ^nlk^tra yirtn^us ^omana harlot 
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I viU inflict great ptmishment on thee/' Haying thns 
spoken, the ilajab, ocenpied with the recollection of 
ker, died ten days afterwards. Then Bolbhuddru, the 
eoinmaBdet-in««mef, went to ^ his spiritttkl preceptor, 
and enquired, ^^ Whatt mnst 1 do, p^lease^ itistrnct me, ae 
my Blaster has died for the sake^of Oonmadinee ? He 
said, ^ li is a virtnons act for a sert^ant tb sacriice hk 
own life after his- master's. ' Ba^^itlg hl^trd' thti, he 
vent jojfally to the piat^e whei^' tbej ^had taken away 
.ihe.'Ba^h to bnm him. Whilst the^'Ra^bVfhiieTal 
pile wa3 being. made, read^^ te ito)d''fitifebed'bi^li(hig, 
and.' offered* np prayers, i When l^t^Kght^ the pile, 
be.approacbed it axKl ' having' jbi^edhia'1iMaids,.£iU;ing 
the soil, began io^ say,' ^tO diTitae sntl! thiais'iff'eirei^ 
resfject the most earnest and'sin^e^e^desii^ of nkyintnd, 
thttt inieyery gncceedin^ birth ''I may meet with' this 
master; and celebrate with* songs, thy many e^eieHetft 
qualities," H aving thus spoken, and' wakdt # sliflntatiofi , 
he leapt into the fire. When Oonmsdinee rederred 
intelligence of this^ she went to her spiritual preceptor, 
and having mention^ alHhe cirscufnstanoes to him, 
enquired, " great king! what' is it rijghtfora wife to 
do. in this case?" He said, << She i»' caUed a ch^te 
woman and a woman of pure descend, who serves him 
to whom her father and mother have given her (their 
daughter) ; and it is thus written in the Dhurma 
Sha^ru, ^' That a woman, who in'her husband's lifetime 
engage in devotion and fasts, shortens her husband's 
days^ and hereafter falls into heU ; but this is best, to 
senne^ad attend upon a* husband^ however deficient he 
jnay be,^ a woman gains ^Ivation by^oingso^ And 
whatsoever woman* forms- a desire of sacrificing herself 
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on a fnneral pile in a place where bodies are burnt, 
there cannot be a donbt that the same advantage is 
derived from the paces she takes in advancing towards 
the pile, as is derived bj the sacrifice of a horse ;^ and 
there is no act so virtuous for a woman to perform as to 
sacrifice herself on a funeral pile." Having heard this, 
and made a salutation, she came home, and having 
bathed and engaged in meditation, and bestowed man j 
gifts on Brahmins, she approached the pile, and having 
gone once round to the right by way of adoration, said, 
" Lord 1 I am thy servant in each succeeding birth." 
Having thus spoken, she too went and sat in the fire, 
and was burnt. 

Ebiving proceeded thus far in the narrative^ the 
Bytal said, " Rajah I whose virtue was the greatest of 
these three ?" Rajah Beer Bikrumajeet said, ^^ The 
Rajah's." Bytal enquired how it was so. The Rajah 
said, " He resigned the wife of the commander-in-chief 
who had been given to him, and sacrificed his life for her, 
but maintained his virtue. It is the duty of a servant 
to give up his life for his lord, and it is proper for a wife 
to sacrifice herself on a funeral pile for the sake of her 
husband ; and, therefore, the Rajah's virtue was the 
greatest." 

Bytal, having heard thus much, went and was sus- 
pended in that tree, and the Rajah also having followed 
him, bound him again, placed him upon his shoulder, 
and took away. 

• McriflM of ft horM or nihor of horiM, *<UthwmD«clh" ii one 
ptrformod only \>r poworfnl kiagB, inTolring yut •xpenio, and ii mppoiod 
to iM of tko hifhoft ifflofto/, fMoxeoUUig ftlloommon MorifloM. 

H 
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THE SEVENTEENTH TALE. 

Bytal said, "Rajah! there was a Rajah of the city of 
Oojein, named Muhasein, and Deoshtirma Brahmin was 
an inhabitant of that place, whose 8on*s name V^as Goona- 
knr ; the son was a great gambler to such an extent that 
he lost all the Brahmin's wealth in gambling ; then all 
the members of his family expelled Goonaknr from their 
honse, and he was nnable to do any thing. Being in des- 
pair, and without resources, he went thehce, and came to 
a certain city, after sortie days, where he saw a jogee sitt- 
ing over a fire and imbibing smoke by way of penance. 
Having made a salutation to the holy man, he also sat 
.down. The jogee enquired from him, " Wilt you eat 
anything?" He said, "0 great king! why shtuld I 
not, if you will give me something to eat ?" The jogee, 
having filled a human skull with food, brought it ana gave 
it to jhim, who, on seeing it, said, "I will not eat food from 
this »kull." When the jogee saw that he did not eat any 
thing, he read such an incantation, that a female spirit 
. made its appearance, and with joined hands said. "0 great 
king! I will do whatsoever you may order." The jogee 
said, "Give this Brahmin such food as ne desires." When 
she heard this, she built a fine house, and placing in it 
all the requisites for pleasure and enjoyment, took him 
away Yfiih her, aEd having ' seatfed hito Upon h' chair, 
placed before him dishes filled with different kinds of 
condiments and sweetmeats, of which be partodk acoord- 
ing to his inclination ; and after this, placed a vessel 
containing pawn before him, and having mixed up (Zt^, 
rubbed) saffron and sandal with rose-water, applied 
them to his body. Then she gave him fine clothes to 
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'Wear, which had been scented with perfume ; and hav- 
ing cast a garland of flowers on his neck, took him 
thence and placed him on a bed. In the meanwhile 
evenmg came on, and she, adorning herself, came and 
5at down also npon the bed, and the Brahmin passed the 
whole night in pleasure and enjoyment. When it was 
morning, the fairy went off to her own abode, and he 
came to the jogee and said, " Master, she has gone away, 
what shall I do now ?" The jogee replied, " She came 
here through the power of science, and remains with 
him who is possessed of science." He said, " great 
king ! grant me this science that I may beconae gradu- 
ally familiarized to it." The jogee then gave him a 
charm and said, " Sit in water at midnight for forty 
days, and learn this charms with undivided attention." 
In this manner he was in the habit of going to learn the 
charm, and various frightful sights were seen by him, 
but he was not at all afraid ; when that time, the forty 
days had elapsed, he came to the jogee and said, "0 
great king ! I have been learning the charm (or practis- 
ing it ) for the number of days you told me to do so." 
He said, " Practise it now for the same number of days , 
sitting in fire."* He replied, " O great king 1 1 will 
pay one visit to my family, and will then come and 
practise it." Having thus spoken to the jogee, he went 
home, and his i elations on seeing him, embraced him 
and began to weep ; and his father said, ^^ Oh Goonakurl 
where hast thou been for so many days past, and why 
hast thou forgotten thy home ? O son ! it is said, " Who- 
ever abandons and remains separated from a chaste wife, 

• It iB a eonunon praoUoe with devotew, who practise ansteritiee* to alt doriog 
the bot xDontbs tun onadsd Ijy cliaflBxig dSihei •ontftiaiBS flie* 
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or turns his back upon a youthful one, or who does not 
love her who loves him, is on a level with a, man of low 
caste.' And it is thus said, ' That the practise of the 
domestic virtues is not equalled by any other virtue and 
there is not any woman in the world who oan confer bap-, 
piness equal to one's own wife ; and they, who treat father 
and mother with scorn, are despicable men,a^d will never 
obtain salvation : ^^ this Bruhmu has said." Goonakur 
replied, ^^This body is composed of blood and flesh, and is 
food for worms, and its excellence is such, that if one 
neglects it for a day, it begins to stink; they are fools who 
have an affection for such a body, and they are wise who 
have not friendship for it ; and this is the virtue of this 
body, that it repeatedly dies, (lit. is effaced) whj^tsoever 
confidence one may place in such a body, or however much 
a man may purify it, it will not become clean ; like an 
earthen ppt nilled with dirt, by washing it outside it is 
not mf^de clean, and however much a man may wash 
charcoal, it will not become white ; and how can a body 
be clean in which fountains of dirt are constantly wan- 
dering about ?" He went on to say, " Who has a 
father, or mother, or wife, or brother ? This is the cus- 
tom of the world, that many come and many go, (i. e.^ 
many are born, and mj^ny come and many die.) They 
who offer sacrifices and oblations look upon the sun as 
God ; and they who have little understanding make an 
image and worship it as the Supreme Being. And 
jogees imagine that Hari is in their bodies. I will not 
perform the domestic virtues you have spoken of, but 
will adopt the manner of life and practice of a jogee." 
Having thus spoken, he took leave of his home, and hav- 
ing come to the jogee, sat down in fire and practised thp 
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charm ; bat the fairy did not come : then he went to the 
jogee, who said to him, '^ Thou hast not obtained science, 
and he said, '' That he had not.'' 

Having related thus much of the stor j, the Bytal 
iiaid, ^^Saj Rajah, why he did not obtain science." 
The Rajah replied, " That the devotee was of a wavering 
mind, and therefore did not obtain it ; and it has been 
said, ^ That a charm is accomplished when a person is 
of one mind, and never when he wavers." And it is 
said also, ' That they who are deficient in charity have 
no renown, and they who are wanting in truth have no 
ahame, and they who have not justice, do not obtain 
wealth, and the Supreme Being is not procured by 
those who are wanting in meditation.' " 

Having heard this speech, the Bytal said, " How 
was the devotee of a wavering mind, who sat in fire for 
the sake of accomplishing the charm P " The Rajah 
replied, " When he went to visit his family at the time 
of practising the charm the jogee was angry, and said 
to himself, ^ Why have I taught science to such an 
undecided devotee, and for that reason he did not obtain 
science ? ' And it has been said, '^ That whatever 
power or ability a may man display, fate accompanies 
nim, and whatever he may do of his own understanding, 
that only which is written in his fate is obtained by 
him." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went to that tree 
tigain, and was suspended in it, and the Rajah also 
having followed, and bound him, placed him on his 
shoulder, and took him away. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH TALE. 

Bttal said, ^' Bajah, there 'was a city named 
Kooknipoor in which dwelt Bajah Soodnchee, and a 
rich merchant, whose name was Dhnnachee, who had a 
daughter by name Dhunwuttee ; while she was yet Tery 
young, he married her to a Buneeah, named Oonreeduti. 
After some time she had a daughter, whom she named 
Mohunee ; when she had arrived at a certain age, her 
father died, and the Bnneeah's relations took away all 
his property. She being in dispair, and having seized 
her daughter's hand and gone forth from that house 
during th« darkness of night, proceeded to the house of 
h«r mother and father ; but after having gone a short 
distance, the lost the road and came to a cemetery, 
where a thief was suspended upon an impaling stake ; 
all of a sudden her hand touched his foot. The thief 
said, "Who has given me pain just now?" She 
replied, " I have not given you pain intentionally, for- 
give my fault." He said, " No mortal gives pain and 
pleasure to another ; whatever the Supreme Being 
writes in a man's fate that is accomplished ; and persons 
who say that they have done such and ^uch things, are 
exceedingly deficient in understanding, because men are 
bound in the thread of fate, which draws them away in 
any direction it pleases. The acts or the nature of the 
Supreme Being cannot be understood, because men 
imagine one thing in their minds, and the Deity brings 
another thing to past." Having heard this, Dhun- 
wuttee asked him, " Who he was ?" aild he said, " I 
am a thief ; this is the third day I have been on this 
impiiling stake, and I do not die.*' She enquired the 
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reason, and he repKed, " I am unmarried ; if thou wilt 
give thy daughter to me in marriage, I will give thee 
ten millions of goldmohurs." It is well known that, 
avarice is the root of sin, and passion the origin of 
pain, and affection the> origin of sorrow. Whoever 
ahandons these three will be happy ; but they cannot 
be given up by every one. At last Dhunwuttee from 
avarice fornaed a desire of giving her daughter to 
the thief, and said to him enquiringly, "I desire 
that thou 'shouldst have a son, but now can this 
be ? " He said, " When she reaches the age of puberty, 
send for a handsome Brahmin and give him five hun- 
dred goldmohurs, and establish her with him, ( or 
consign her to his keeping, ) she will thus have a 
aon." 

Having heard these words, Dhunwuttee gave her 
daughter four turns round the stake and married her 
to the thief, who then said to her, " There is a tree near 
a large well of masonry in the eastern quarter, beneath 
which those goldmohurs have been buried ; go thou and 
take them." When he had spoken, he died. She went 
to the quarter pointed out, and havimg arrived there 
took away a few goldmohurs from the heap, and came 
to her mother's and father's house. Having mentioned 
all these circumstances to them she brought them with 
her to her husband's country, and having built a large 
house there, began to live in it, and her daughter 
increased in stature daily ; when she ( the daughter ) 
had become a young woman, one day accompanied by a 
female friend, she was standing on the roof of her 
house, and looking at the road, when a young Brahmin 
c^me forth on it, and she on beholding him, was 
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orercome by love, said to her companion, " Friend ! 
bring this man to mj mother.'* Having heard this she 
brought that Brahmin to the mother, who on seeing 
him said, ^' Oh Brahmin 1 my daughter is yonng, if 
thon wilt stay with her, I will give thee a hundred 
goldmohurs for a son." When he heard this he said, 
"That he would remain with her." Whilst they were 
conversing, evening came on ; she gave him delicacies 
for his supper of which he partook. It is a well known 
proverb, " That enjoyment is of eight kinds : first, per- 
fume ; second, a woman ; third, dress ; fourth singing ; 
fifth, pawn ; sixth, food ; seventh, the couch ; eighth, 
ornaments," and all these were found there. In short, 
when three hours of the night had been spent, he went 
to an apartment dedicated to voluptuous enjoyment, and 
passed the whole night with her in joyful pleasures ; at 
dawn of day he went to his own house, and she 
arose and came to her companions, one of whom asked 
her, " What pleasures she had been enjoying with her 
lover." She said, "When I went and sat near him I 
felt a kind of palpitation ; but when he smiled and laid 
hold of my hand, I was quite overcome by him, and I 
cannot say what happened." And it nas been said, 
"That a woman never forgets either im this birth or a 
succeeding one first, a husband of reputation ; secondly, 
one who is brave ; thirdly, one who is elever ; fourthly, 
a chief; fifthly, one who is liberal ; sixthly, one possessed 
of virtuous qualities; and seventhly, one who is a 
protector of his wife." The result was, that she became 
pregnant that night, and when the days of her pregnancy 
bad been completed a son was bom. On the sixth 
night after her delivery, the mother saw in a dream a 
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joge*,^ on whose head there was matted hair, a ihining 
moon on hii forehead, ashes of cow-dnng rubbed oyer 
his body, wearing a white brahminical thread, a neck* 
lace of white snakes, a garland of skulls, with a skmll 
in one hand and a trident in the other ; who, having 
assumed a very frightful form, came before her and 
began to say, ^^ To-morrow, at midnight, shut up in a 
large basket, and place before the gate of the palace a 
purse of a thousand goldmohurs and this boy." Whilst 
she was looking at this apparition she awoke, and early 
in the morning mentioned all the circumstances in 
presence of her mother, who having heard them shut up 
the boy the next day in a large l^sket in the manner 
pointed Out, and placed him at the Rajah's door ; and the 
Rajah also saw in a dream a figuref with ten arms, five 
heads, three eyes in each head, and a moon upon each 
head also, with large teeth, a trident in his hand, of a 
very terrifying appearance, who came before him and 
said, '^ Rajah ! a basket has been placed at thy door ; take 
the child that is in it, he shall maintain thy govern- 
ment." On hearing this, the Rajah awoke, and then 
told all the circumstances to his wife. After this, hav- 
ing risen up thence and come to the door, he saw a 
large basket placed there, on opening which he beheld a 
boy and a thousand goldmohurs ; he took up the child 
himself, and told the door-keeper to take up the bag ; 
and, having gone into the female apartments he placed 
the child in his wife's lap. In the mean-while morning 
dawned, when the Rajah having come forth and sent 

• ThiB dMcription of the j«g«e Aniwen prsciMly to that fiTtn of Shiyn or 
Mahadoo, who takes th« form of a reliriona mendtoant ; htnea th« dr«am to ooniidw- 
•d a dirine rtTolalioxi, 

Th«M ir« alfo diftiafniilniiff mrks •! Shirtu 
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for pundits and astrologers, asked them to tell him what 
marks of royalty thera were in the child. Ona amongst 
the pundits, a Brahmin, who understood fortun.e-telling 
said, "0 great king! three marks* are manifestly 
visible in this child ; one a large breast, the second, a 
high forehead, and the third, a large face ; and besides 
these he has the thirty-two marks which are common to 
all men ; yom may therefore, set your mind at rest that 
he will obtain sovereignty." The Rajah being delighted 
at hearing this and having taken a pearl aeeklace from 
his neck, gave it to that Brahmin, and having made 
many presents to all the Brahmins, ordered them to 
name the child. Then the pundits said, " great king ! 
be pleased to sit bound in a knotf with your wife : let 
the queen sit down with the child in her lap, and send 
for musicians and dancers and persons employed at 
merry-makings, and give a festive entertainment, and 
we will give him a name in the manner prescribed by 
the Shastrus." When the Rajah heard this, he ordered 
his minister to do as they said ; and the minister im- 
mediately caused a proclamation of rejoicing, to be 
made throughout the city on account of the birth of the 
child. All the people, who attend rejoicings, came to 
the Rajah's when they heard the proclamation, and 
congratulations began to pour in from every house. 
There were musical rejoicings in the Rajahjs palace, 
and festivities commenced. Then the Rajah and Ranee, 
having taken the child in their laps, came, and sat down 
in a square place filled with sweetmeats, and the Brah- 

* In one of the quasi i&ored books of ths Hiadooe, tbere is a long liit of ibm 
MTtral marks on tbe hmnan body ("iachhun") with statemeat of tlit dMMMj 
forMhawn bj thMe marki. 

t Th%t if, lit witli % long floth li«4 conai jovntUt and your vlf«. 



( 115 ) 

niina, began to read the Yedas. One amongst the 
Brahmins, an astrologer, having determined npon the 
anapijeions plaoetarj conjunction and time, named the 
child Hnrdntt«* He began to grow np daily, and at 
length at the age of nine years, he read the six Shastrni 
and fonrteen sciences and became learned ; after which 
it was so willed by the Supreme Being that his mother 
and father died, and ha ascended the throne and began 
to govern jnstly. After many years the Rajah one day 
began to think to himself, that he was indebted for his 
brith to his mother and father, and had done nothing for 
their sakes. It is a proverb, '^ That the compassionate 
show compassion to all ; they are possessed of under- 
standing, and ihey obtain paradise ; acts of charity, 
worship, adoration, pilgrimage, hearing the Shastms, 
are all in vain for those whose minds are not pnre ; 
they who perform faneral obsequies without faith and 
with pride, their doing so is of po advantage, and their 
parents are deprived of all hope." 

Having thus reflected and coasidered, the Rajah 
thought that he ought now to perform the funeral 
obsequies of his parents. Then the Rajah Hurdutt 
went to Gyah, and on arriving there, having invoked 
the names of his parents, he began to offer balls made 
of flour and rice on the bank of the river Phulgoo, 
when the handsf of three people capae forth from that 
river. He was perplexed when he beheld this, and did 

* Tkai if, givtn hf Htur, % nam* of SMfm or Vahad**. 
t It ia beUawd tb»t wl^en sou perfonn the ceremony of offeria^ ( ** pind " ) 
to their deceased f atlierf , the fathers are permitted to come from tke other world 
asd a^reteH out their haad« to reeeivs the ofteria^^ ; heoca tke text means that iim 
tlu-ee fathers claimed tke ofTerin? of Hnrdntt. Vii., the thief to whem hit mother 
WM muTltd at tilt ilakie, tilt Bnhmin who beg^at, t&d the Bajali who bmght him ap , 



( 116 ) 

not know into whose handf be flhonld give ih^ bftUs^ 
and whose not. 

Haring proceeded thus far in the narratiye, the 
Bytal said, ^' Rajah Bikrum I to whom of those three 
was it right to give the balls of fiioar and rice ? " The 
Kajah replied, " To the thief." The Bytal enqnired 
the reason, and the Rajah said, *' The seed of the 
Brahmin was purchased, and the Rajah took a thou- 
sand goldmohurs and brought up the child. Those 
two, therefore, had no right to the balls of flour and 
Tice. 

When the Bytal heard this, he went again to the 
tree and was suspended in it ; and the Rajah haying 
bound him, placed him upon his shoulder, and took 
him away thence. 

THE NINETEENTH TALE. 

Bytal said, ^'Rajahl there is a city named Chitrkoot, 
the Rajah of which was Roopdutt. One daj he rede out 
alone hunting, and, having lost his road, came into a 
great forest ; and, having gone there, saw a large tank, 
in which were lotuses in ful bloom, and birds of dif- 
ferent kinds were sporting in the water. On all sides 
of the tank under the thick shade of trees, cool, per- 
fumed breezes were blowing ; he, being overcome with 
heat, and having fastened his horse to a tree and spread 
out his saddle cloth, sat down upon it. After about a 
quarter of an hour, a sage's daughter, very beautiful 
and young, came there to gather flowers ; seeing her 
plucking flowers, the Rajah became deeply enamoured. 
When she had gathered the flowers^ she was about to 
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return home when the Bajah taid, ^'What sort of ens. 
torn is this of yonrs^ that yon have not paid any atten-^ 
tion to me who have come to yonr abode as yonr gnest ? " 
Upon hearing these words she stood still. Upon this 
the Eajai said, ^^ It is a saying, ^ That if even a person 
of low caste shonld come into the honse of a man of 
the highest caste, he is deserving of respect ; and who- 
ever comes into onr house, whether he be a thief, or a 
roan of inferior caste, it is right to offer worship to him, 
became a gpest is the most important man of all the 
party.' " When the Rajah had spoken thus, she begam 
to move abont both her eyes (or, she began ogling) and 
in the mean time the sage (her father) also arrived. 
When the Bajah saw that devotee, he made a reveren- 
tial salutation, and the sage gave the Bajah a blessing, 
wishing him long life. Having thus said, he asked the 
Bajah, " Why he had come there." He said, " great 
king I I have come here to hunt." He replied '^ Why 
dost thou commit a great sin ? It has been said, ^ That 
one man commits sin, and many men enjoy the fruits 
of sin.' " The Rajah said, ^' great king I take com- 
passion on me, and tell me your opinion of right and 
wrong ; or tell me what is right and what is wrong." 
The sage replied, '^ Be pleased to listen to me, great 
king I It is a very wrong act to kill ani»als which eat 
grass and drink water, and dwell in the jungles ; and it 
is a very virtuous act in a man to cherish animals amd 
birds ; and it has been said thus, ^ That they who free 
a timid, respectful guest from his fears, obtain the 
advantages of a very charitable man ; ' and there 
is anouier saying . ' That austere devotion is not 
^qual to forgiveness, and pleasure is not equivalent 
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to content, nor wealth to friendship, nor juitice to 
compassion ; and men who are obserrant of religion 
and who, having obtained wealth, good qualities, science, 
calebritj, and high position, do not indnlge in pride ; 
and, they who are content with their own wiv»i, and 
are speakers of tmth, obtain deliyerance hereafter : and 
those who kill ascetics with matted hair, who go with- 
out clothes and are not watlike, obtain hell hereafter ; 
and the Rajah, who doea not punish those who afflict 
hit snbjeots, also obtains hell ; and tbejr, wbo have 
Mxnal connexion with a Rajah's wife, or with the wife 
of a friend, or with a young girl, or with a woman eight 
or nine months advanced in pregnancy, fall into the 
great hell ; this is what is said in the Dhnrma Shastrn' " 
Having heard this speeoh^ the Rajah repHed, ^' What- 
ever sins I may hitherto have committed from 
ignorance, the Supreme Being willing, I will not 
commit them again." The sage being delighted at the 
Rajah's speaking, thus said, '^ I will grant thee what- 
ever boon thou askest ; I have been highly pleased with 
thee." The Rajah replied, '^ great king ! if you have 
been gratified with me, give me your daughter." 
When the sage heard this, he mrrried his daughter to 
the Rajah aocordiag to the customs of Gimdhurb 
marriages, and went home ; and the Rajah went towards 
his own eiiy, taking the sage's daughter with him, and 
when he had srrivM half way, ihe sun set and the moon 
rose. Then the Rajah, having beheld a tree with thiok 
foliage, and having dismounted under it, fastened bis 
horse to the root of it, and spread out his saddle cloth, 
and slept there with her. About midnight a Brahmin 
demon, having come and awiiened the Bajah, said,. 
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« Rajah ! I will eat thy wife." the Rajah said, « Do 
not do 80, I will giye thee -whatsoever thon fhalt ask. 
The d«m«n replied, " Kajah if thou wilt out off with 
thine own hand the head of the Brahmin'i son seven 
yean of age and give it me, I will not eat thy wife." 
The Rajah said, ^'1 will do so, but pleale come to my 
city seven days h^nee, and I will give the head to 
thee." Having thus bonnd the Kajah by a promise, 
the demon went home, and, early in the morning, the 
Rajah entered his palace ( or, arrived at his place. ) Eis 
minister made great rejoicings when he hdard of his 
arrival, and came and offered pi^^sents ; and tlie Rajah 
having told him all the oircnmstances, enquired, 
^' What arrangements shall we make as the demon will 
come on the seventh d^y ? " The minister said, '' 

Seat kin^ I be not at all am:sions ; Bhngwan will do all 
at is right." The minister having thns spoken, and 
cansed a statne of gold to be made, weighing a mannd 
and a quarter, and studded it with jewels, and put it 
upon a cart, placed it erect where four roads met, and 
said to the keepers of it, " Let any Brahmin, who will 
allow the Rajah to out off the head of a son of his who 
is seven yiftars old, take away this statue." When he 
had thus spoken he came away, and the watchmen told 
all the people who came to look at the statue, what the 
Rajah nad instructed them to say. Two days passed 
away thus ; but on the third, a weakly Brahmin, who 
had three sons, and who had heard of this affair, came 
home and began to say to his wife, '' Give one son for a 
sacrifice to the Rajah, and a golden and jewelled statue, 
weighing a maund and a quarter, will come into thy 
house." The Brahmin's wife said, '^ I will not give the 



( 120 ) 

joungest/' and the Brahmin said, '^ That he wonid not 
give the eldest ;" and the second son having heard this, 
said, " Father 1 give me for a scrifice." The Brahmin 
assented, and then said, ^' In the world wealth is the 
root of every thing, and how can a man without money 
be happy ? and a poor man's coming into the world is 
profitless/' Having thns spoken, and taken his second 
son with him, and given him to the watchmen, he 
brought the statue home, and the people brought the 
child to the minister « When seven days had elapsed 
the demon came, and the i^ajah having taken sandai, 
unbroken rice, flowers, perfumes, lights, consecrated 
food, fruits, pawn, and dresses, offered adoration to the 
Brahmin ; and, having called the child and taken a 
sword in his hand, stood up to make the sacrifice. 
Upon this the child first laughed and afterwards eried, 
when in the mean time the Rajah gave him a blow with 
the sword, and his head was severed from his body. 
What the wine have said is true, "That in this world 
women are a mine of grief and the abode of solicitation, 
the destroyers of resolution and the occasioners of 
fascination, and the plunderers of virtuous qualities, 
and who can call such a root of poison excellent?" 
And it has been thus said, " Keep your wealth for 
times of misfortune, and spend your wealth to protect 
your wife, and give wealth and wife to save your own 
life." 

Having told so much of the story, the Bytal said, 
" Rajah I at the time of dying a person weeps ; explain 
the reason why the child laughed." The Rajad said, 
" When he laughed, he thought of this, ^ That a mother 
protects a son in childhood, and a father when he is 
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grown up, and a Rajah assists his subjects in good and 
bad times ; such is the custom of the world, and this is 
my state, that my mother and father have through 
avarice given me to the Rajah, who with a sword in his 
hand is standing up to kill me, and the gods are desir- 
ous of a sacrifice, and no one has compassion on me." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went and suspended 
on that tree, and the Rajah arrived there quickly, and, 
having bound him, placed him upon his snoulder, and 

took him away. 

■ ■ ♦ 

THE TWENTIETH TALE. 

BTTAii said, ^* Rajah I there is a city named Bishal- 
poor, of which the Rajah's name was Bipooleshwur. 
In his city was a trader, named Arthdutt, who had a 
daughter, named Anungmunjuree, whom he married to a 
trader of Kunwulpoor, named lloonnee. After some 
time the trader crossed the sea for the purpose of trad- 
ing, and when she had arrived at the age of puberty, 
she was standing in a garden house and looking at what 
was going on the road ; whilst a Brahmin's son, by 
name Kumulakur, was coming by, their eyes met, and 
on seeing each other, they were both facinated. After 
a short time, (about a quarter of an hour) having 
recovered his reflection, (or, having recovered himself) 
the Brahmin's son, restless in consequence of separation 
from his sweetheart, went to his friend's house, and she 
too was in a state of extreme uneasiness from the pangs 
of absence ; when in the meanwhile a female companion 
came and raised her up, for she had lost all recollection. 
The attendant then sprinkled her with rosewater and 

I 
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perfumes ; Vfhea ishe was refltored to her jensoi, she 
said, " Kamdeo ; (Oupid), Muhadeo has reduced thee 
to ashefs,* still thou dost not depart from thy perfidy, 
and comest and inffictest pain on the weak who have 
not committed any fault." As she discoursed thus 
with herself evening came on, and the moon appeared ; 
then looking towards the moon she said, " moon I I 
had heard that in the* is the water of immortality, and 
that you pour it down from your rays ; but to-day you 
also have begun to rain down poison on me." She then 
said to her companion, " Take me up and carry me 
away hence, as I am being burnt to death by the moon- 
beams." Upon this the attendant raised her up, and 
took her to the shed, and said, " Are you not ashamed 
to talk thus ?" She replied, " friend I I am aware 
of all I have said, but Cupid has struck me and made 
me shameless ; and I make many efforts to be patient, 
but so burnt up am I by the fire of sepairation, that 
home seems to me like prison." JHer companion said, 
"Be of good cheer, I will dispel all thy griefs." 

Having said thus much, the attendant went to. her 
own home, and she, the trader's daughter, thought to 
herself, " I will abandon this body for his sake, and 
having been born again, I will unite with, and enjoy 
sexual pleasure with nim." Having formed this desire, 
she threjva noose over her neck, and was on the point 
of pulling it tight, when her companion arrived, who 
immediately removed the rope from her neck, and said 

* Once wheat' Shira or Huhndeo wfts engasrtd in rdifioQs meditation 
Kamdeo excited him to lustful amusement, and SLiyn being angrj. reduce 
him to ashes by % glance. Kamdeo, however, re-appeard on earth. Vick the 
fiftj-sixth chapter of, the English translation of the Prem-Sagur. FiDm har 
lag been burnt by Shivu'j glance, he is often termed. •'VnuDg>".or th« 
UAbodied^ .... 
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^* If vre iLKve fife we have every thing, and naught by 
" dyijQg." She said, " Death is better than suffering 
this pain." The attendant replied, " Rest for a quarter 
of an hoiir, whilst I go and bring him here." Having 
thus spoken, she went to where Kumulakur wai , and 
took a concealed vi^w of him. He also was greatly 
agitated by the pain of separation, and his friend had 
mixed sandal with rose-water and was rubbing his body 
with it, and was fanning him with soft plantain leaves ; 
in spite of which, being confused and burnt up by the 
pains of separation, he was exclaiming, saying to his 
friend, " Bring me poison, and I will escape from this 
affliction by relinquishing life." Seeing him in this 
state, she said to herself, " However resolute, learned, 
clever, discreet, or brare a man may be, Cupid will 
reduce him to a state of distraction in a second." 
With these thoughts in her mind, the attendant said to 
him, " Kumulakur 1 Anungmunjuree tells thee to 
come to her and give her life." He said, ^' She has 
thus (or, by these words) restored me to life.' 

Having thus spoken he rose up, and the attendant 
having taken him with her, came to Anungmunjuree. 
On arriving there, he saw her lying on the ground dead, 
on which he heaved a deep sigh, and his life also im- 
mediately departed. Early in the morning the people 
of the house carried off both pf them to the place where 
bodies were burnt ; and, having a funeral pile,- and 
placed them upon it kindled it. In the meanwhile . her 
husband came from a foreign country^ past the place 
whefe bodies were being burnt, and having heard the 
sound of _ persons crying^ went there and law that his 
wife was being burnt with a strange man: ; being great 
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ly distressed at being separated from one he loved, he 
burnt himself that instant and expired. 

Having narrated thus much of the story the Bytal 
said, " Which of these three, Rajah 1 was most in 
love ? " The Rajah replied, " Her husband : and the 
Bytal enquired the reason, " Why ? The Rajah said, 
" He who saw that his wife had sacrificed her life for 
another man's sake, and laying aside all anger, and 
being deeply in love with her, gave up his life for her 
sake, was the most in love. 

Having heard this, the Bytal returned to the tree 
and was suspended in it ; the Rajah also went there 
and having bound him, place^J him upon his shoulder, 
and took him away. 

— • " ■-» 

THE TWENTY FIRST TALE. 

Bytal said, " Raiah I there is a city named 
Jysthul, the Rajah of which was Burdhuman, and in 
his city was a Brahmin named Vishnu Swamee, who 
had four sons, one a gambler, the second a whore-monger, 
the third a fornicator, with low strumpets, and the 
fourth an atheist. One dav the Brahmin began to 
explain to his sons that wealth does not remain in the 
house of the gambler. When the gambler heard this, 
he was greatly troubled in mind. Again the Brahmin 
said, " It is written thus in the Rajneet,* " Cut oflF a 
gambler's nose and ears and remove him from the coun-» 
try, in order that other men may not gamble ; and 

although a gambler's wife and children may be in the 

' ' ■ ... , 

• Ntme ctf a Hiodte wvrk on t]i« Seienct of goTf nunentit 
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house, do not consider them as being there, because it 
is not known when he may lose them ; and thty, who are 
fascinated by the behaviour of prostitutes, purchase 
grief for their own minds, and being in the power of 
harlots, give up to them all their property, and at last 
commit theft ; and it has also been said thus : * That the 
wise keep far away from a woman, who can fascinate 
a man's mind in a quarter of an hour, and the ignorant, 
forming an affection for her, forfeit their truth, good 
disposition, celebrity, thtir usual habits, reflection, vows 
and religion, and the advite of their spiritual preceptors 
is not agreeable to them ;' and it has been said, * Why 
should a man who had lost all shame for himself, fear to 
disgrace another ?' And it is a proverb, ^ When will a 
wild -cat, that devours its own young, let a rat go? ' " 
He went on to say, " That they, who have not read 
science in their boyhood, and in youth, distracted by 
love, have remained in the pride of youth, feel regret in 
their old age, and are burnt in the fire of avarice.^' 
Having heard these words, the four young men 
reflected amongst themselves, and said, " It is better 
to die than live as a man without science, and therefore 
it is best that we go into another country and study 
science . " Having formed this resolution, the four 
went to another city, and, after having studied for%ome 
time, became learned, and returned home. On the road 
they saw a Kunjur* who had separated the bones and 
skin of a tiger, and was on the point of taking them 
away, after having fastened them in a bundle. Upon 
this they said to each other, " Let us come and make 

* A partieidar castt who cttoli and tzbibit snike*, and pirform mtan office v. 
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trial of our science/' When they had determined npon 
doing so, one of them called the Kunjur, axid gav« him 
something, and having taken his bundle allowed him to 
depart, and having left the road, one of them opened the 
bundle, and having arranged all the bones in their 
proper places, and read an incantation, sprinkled them 
with water, and the bones adhered together. The 
second in like manner collected and placed the flesh 
upon the bones, and the third placed the skin upon the 
bones in the same way, and the fourth in a similar 
manner, gave life to the animal ; upon this, the tiger 
risingup, devoured them a]J -four. 

Having related thus much of the story, the Bytal 
said, "Who was the greatest fool of the four? " Rajah 
Bikrum said, " The one who gave life to the tiger, was 
the greatest fool ; and it has been said, * That science i& 
useless without understanding ; moreover understand- 
ing is better than a science, and they who are devoid 
of understanding, die just as they died who brought the 
tiger to life again." 

Having heard these words, the Bytal went to the 
tree, and was suspended in it ; and the Rajah having 
fastened him, placed him upon bis shoulder, and took 
him away again. 

THE TWENTY-SECOND TALE. 

Bytal said, " Rajah ; there was a city named 
Bishwupoor, the Rajah of which was named Bidugdh, 
in whose city was a Brahmin named Narayun ; he 
began one day to think to himself, ' As my body has 
become old, and as X understand the ccience of entering 
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mto another person's body^ it is therefore better for me 
to abandon this old body, and «nter into the body of 
some youth, and enjoy sexual pleasnre.," When he 
had thus reflected, and began to enter into a youthful 
body, he first wept and then laughed ; and having 
entered into the body, came home ; but all his relations 
knew what he had done, (or, were acquainted with his 
skill) he began to say in their presence, T^bat he was a 
jogee ;' and, having thus spoken, he began to read, that, 
^^ He may be called a wise jogee, who had dried up 
the reservoir of hope with the fire of austere devotion, 
and who has subdued his mind and kept the organs of 
sense in their proper places ; and this is the ccmdition 
of persons in the world, that their bodies undergo 
dissolution, their heads shake, and their teeth fall out : 
when men become old, they walk about with sticks, but 
even at that time of life avarice is not efifeced : and, it 
is thus that time passes away, night succeeds day, and 
year succeeds month, and old age succeeds childhood, 
and we know not who we ourselves are, and who 
others are, and why any one man sorrows for another ; 
one comes, another departs, and, at last, all living 
creatures must depart ; not one of them will remain ; 
there are bodies of many kinds, and minds of many 
kinds, and affections or fascinations of many kinds, 
and Bruhmu has created wickedness of many kinds ; 
but a wise man having escaped from these, and having 
subdued hope and avarice, and shaved his head, and 
taken a stick and water-pot in his hands, having 
subjugated the passion of love and anger, and become a 
jogee, who wanders and travels about with naked feet 
to placi^s of pilgrimage^ obtains final liberation ; a^d 
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this world is like a dream. Whomsoever you may 
please andi whomsoever you may lament, the world 
is like the leaves, springing from the Centre of 
the plantain ; it (the world) has no value, and they 
who pride themselves on wealth, youth and science, 
are unwise ; and they who becoming religious devotees, 
and taking a water-pot and stick in their hands, and 
asking alms constantly, and having nourished their 
bodies with milk, clarified butter and sugar fall in 
love, and indulge in voluptuous pleasure with women, 
destroy their religious devotion, that is, lose all the 
advantages derivable from it." Having read thus 
much, he said, " I will now go on pilgrimage." When 
his relations heard this, they were greatly pleased. 

Having told so much of the story, the Bytal said^ 
" Bajah I why did he weep, and why did he laugh ? " 
The Rajah replied, ^^ He wept when he called to mind 
the affection of his mother in childhood, and from a 
feeling of affection in having remained so many days 
in that body ; and he laughed,when he had brought 
his science to a successful issue, and had entered a 
new body. 

Having heard this, the Bytal went to that tree and 
was suspended in it ; and the Bajah took him away, 
and having bound him placed him up on his shoulder 
in the same manner as before, and went away. 



THE TWENTY-THIRD TALE. 

Bttal said, ^' Rajah I there was a city named 
Dhurmpoor, the Rajah of which was Dhurmaj, in whose 
city was a Brahmin named Gobind, versed in the four 
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Yedas and lix Shastrus, and attentive to all religions 
observances. And he had fonr sons, Huridntt, Som- 
dutt, Jnggudutk, and Bruhmdntt, who were very learn- 
ed, very wise, and constantly obedient to the commands 
of their father. After some time his eldest son died, 
and the father was on the point of death from affliction 
at his loss, when the Rajah's family priest, by name 
Vishnn Shnrma, came and explained to him, " That 
man, from the time he comes into his mother's wx)mb, 
suffers pain ; secondly, in youth, being subdued by love, 
he is distressed at being separated from her he loves ; 
thirdly, when he becomes an old man, he is afflicted by 
his body becoming weak. In short, the condition of 
being bom is that our griefs are many, and pleasures 
few ; because this world is the root of misery. If any 
one should climb to the top of a tree, or sit down on the 
summit of a hill, or remain concealed in water, or enter 
into an iron cage, or be hidden in the infernal regions, 
time will not leave him ; and whether a man be learned 
or a fool, wealthy or poor, intelligent or unwise, power- 
ful or weak, whatsoever he may be, all-devouring time 
does not quit any one ( or, does not allow any one to 
escape.) At the most man's age is a hundred years, 
half of which passes away in night, ( or, consists of 
night) half of the other half is expended in childhood 
and old age ; the remainder is spent in altercation, 
separation from those we love, and affliction, and the 
soul is as restless as a wave of the sea. What happi- 
ness, therefore, has man ? And now in the black age, 
men who are speakers of truth, are difficult to be met 
with, and daily countries are laid waste (or, become 
desolatej Rajahs become avaricious^ the earth brings 
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forth fewer fijuits, thieves and irreligious men commit 
acts of violence, and there is little religion, austere, 
devotion, or truth left in the world. Bajahs are cruel,, 
brahmins avaricious, men have fallen completely under 
the power of women, and wives have become wanton ; 
sons have began to reproach their fathers, and friends 
to display enmity. And behold ! death did not spare 
Abhimuny, whose maternal uncle was Krishnu, and 
whose father Urjoon ; and whensoever Yuma* carries 
ojBf a mortal, his wealth remains behind him in his 
house, and his mother, and father, wife, ion, brothers, 
and relations, are not, any of them, of any avail ; the 
good and evil he has done^ his sins and virtues go with 
him, and those members of his family burn his body 
in the place appointed for funeral piles. And behold I 
night passes away, and th^n day dawns ; the moon 
goes down, and the sun rises. Thus does youth depart 
and old age comes on, and thus time pursues its course; 
but although man sees all these things, he does not be- 
come wise. And behold I in the virtuous age Mandhata 
was so great a 5.ajah, that he overspread the whole 
earth with the fame of his justice anJ. religion ; and in 
the Treta age, Bamchundru Rajah having built a bridge 
across th« sea^ and after destroying such a fortr^s as 
Lunka, (Ceylon) killed Rawun ; an4 in the Dwapur 
age, Joodisthir governed in such a manner, that to this 
day persons ling his praises, but death did not spare 
even these three ; and the birds of the air, and the 
fishes of the sea at the appointed time fall into calamity* 
No ono whe has come into the world, has escapied from 
affliction. It is vain to fix one's affections on it ; and, 

* Aiisw«ra in many Tetpeotf to the Plato of the Oxee^ MytbolQgy. He i« tbt 
regent of death, or rathvr death penonificd, and rolei over the infernal regions. 
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therefore, it is b«8t to ^^ cultivate and practice religion.'^ 
When Vishnu Shurma had entered into this explanation 
it occurred to the Brahmin^ that he ought to perform 
Yirtuous and charitable acts ;.with this thought in his 
mind, he said to his sons, ^^ I will sit down to offer sacri- 
fice, go and bring me a tortoise from the sea." Hear- 
ing ^ir father's order, they went to a fisherman, and 
said, ^^ Take a rupee, and catch a tortoise for us." He 
took the monej and caught a tortoise and gave it to 
them. Upon this, the elder brother told the second 
one to take it, and the second told the youngest, who 
said, I will not touch it, as an unpleasant smell will 
come upon my hands ; I am skilled ia eating." The 
second said, ^^ I am skillful in keeping or entertaining 
women;" and the eldest said, ^^ I have skill in sleeping 
upon beds of diffei*ent kinds." The three began thus to 
dispute, and having left the tortoise there, went 
quarrelling along the road to the Hajah's gate, and 
said to the . door-keeper, ^^ Go and tell the Bajah that 
three Brahmins have come to make a compl&inti" 
When the door-keeper heard this, he went and informed 
the Rajah, who having caused them to be summoned, 
said, ^^ great king I I am skilled in food, (i. ^., I have 
a delicate taste in food.) " The second said, ^^ O lord 
of the earth I I am skilled in women." The eldest 
said, ^^ incarnation of justice I I have skill in beds, 
(t. e, understand the good and bad qualities of beds of 
different kinds.)" When the Rajah had heard this, he 
ordered each to exhibit a proof of his skill, and they 
agreed to do so. The Rajah ffent for his cook and told 
him to prepare condiment and dishes of good entertain- 
ment for tae Brahmin. The cook having heard this, 
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and prepared the food, took it in a dish to the Brahmin 
with a delicate taste, and placed it before him, and, 
when he was on the point of taking a mouthfal, the 
food smelling disagreeably, he left it and having washed 
his hands came to the Bajah, who enquired, ^^ Whether 
he had enjoyed his meal ? " He said, " I did not eat 
the food, O great king ! as it had an unpleasant 
smell." The Ilajah then told him to mention the 
reason of the unpleasamt smell, and he replied, '^ O great 
king ! I did not eat the food, because the rice had been 
produced on burial-ground land, and the smell of corpses 
proceeded from it." The Bajah having heard this 
sent for his house steward, and enquired, ^^ From what 
village the rice had come." And the steward said, 
" From Shibpoor." The Rajah told him to call the 

Eeasants of that village. Upon this the house steward, 
aving caused the head landholder of that village to be 
summoned into the presence, th« Bajah enquired, 
" From what land has this rice been produced ? " and 
he said, " From cemetery land." When the Bajah 
heard this he said to the Brahmin's son, " Thou hast 
truly a delicate taste in food." Having then caused the 
one who was skilled in women to be caUed, and a bed to 
be prepared in a room, and having made the most 
pleasing and voluptuous preparations, and summoned a 
beautiful women, the Bajah had her placed, by the 
Brahmin's side, and they both reclining on the bed, be- 
gan to converse with each other. The Bajah, who was 
concealed, began to look through a lattice ; and the 
Brahmin was on the point of kissing her, when smelling 
her breath, he turned away his face and went to sleep, 
^hen the Bajah taw this conduct on the part of the 
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Brahmin, he returned to his palace and retired for the 
night. Early in the morning, the Rajah having risen 
and come into his court, sent for the Brahmin and 
enquired, ^^ Brahmin I did you pass the night pleasant- 
ly ? " He said, ^^ ^reat king I I did not enjoy any 
pleasure." The Bajah then enquired the reason, and 
the Brahmin said, ^' The smell of a goat proceeded from 
her mouth, and I was very uneasy, and dissatisfied in 
consequence.". The Bajah having heard this, and sent 
for the procuress, enquired, " Whence she had brought 
the woman, and who she was ? " She said, " This is my 
sister's daughter, whose mother died when the ohild 
was three years of age, and I have nourished her, and 
brought her up on goat's milk." When the Rajah 
hoard this, he told the Brahmin, ^^ That he was skilled 
in women." He then caused the Brahmin, who was 
skilled in the qualities of dilBPerent kinds of beds, to bo 
placed on a bed, ( or to sleep on a bed, ) on which a 
fine handsome bedding was spread. At dawn of day 
the Rajah sent for him, and enquired, ^^ Whether he had 
slept comfortably." He said, " great king ! I did 
not sleep all night." The Rajah asked, " Why ? " and 
he said, ^' O great king t in the seventh fold- of this 
bedding there is a hair, which pricked me in the back, 
and therefore I could not sleep." The Rajah having 
heard this, looked at the seventh fold of the bedding 
and saw a hair make its appearanee there, and said to 
the Brahmin, '' Thou art indeed acquainted with the 
difiPerent qualities of beds." 

Having t>roceeded thus far in the narration, the 
Bytal enquired, " Who was the most intelligent and 
clever of the three Brahmin's sons ? " And the Rajah 
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Beer Bikrtiinajeet said, " The <me wbo wafs acquainted 
with the different kinds of beds." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went again to the 
•tree^ and was susp^ided in it ; 4xid tl» Aajah went 
thef e ako immediately, and haTiBg bound him^ placed 
him npon his shottlder, and took hdin away. 



THE TWENTY-FOUETH TALE 

Bytal said, " Rajah I in the Knling oonntry there 
was a Brahmin, named Juggnshurma, whose wife, by- 
name Somdutta, was exceedingly beautiful. The Brah- 
min began to offer sacrifice, and in consequence there 
of, his wife had a pretty son. When the ohild was five 
years of age, his father began to instruct him in the 
Shastru, all of which having read by the- time he 
attained to the age of twelve years, he became very 
learned, and began to be in constant attendance upon, 
and to serve his father. After the lapse of some time, 
the son died, and from affliction at his loss, his mother 
and father began to shed t^ai^s and pour forth 
loud lamentations. All their relatives hastened to iheir 
house when they heard the news 6{ iiiis event, and, 
having placed tne son upon a bier, carried him to the 
ground where bodies were burnt,, and looking Upon him 
after they had arrived there,- th^y remarked to 0aeh 
other, ^^^That he appeared beautiful even in death." 
They were conversing thus, and arranging the funeral 
pile, whilst a religious devotte who was sitting the;re, 
engaged in austere devotion, having heard their conver- 
sation began to consider to himself, ^^Ihat hid own body 
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had become very old, and that if he were to enter the 
body of the child, he conid perform penance, with 
pleasnre." Haying thus reflected and entered into the 
child's body, turning himself in a ^recumbent posture 
and calling upon the name of Ram Krishnu, he rose and 
sat up just as any one would rise and sit up from sleep. 
All the people were astonished when they saw this, and 
returned home ; but the father, having seen this strange 
sight, became a religious devotee, and abandoned all the 
pleasures of the world : he first laughed and then wept. 

Having related thus much of the story the Bytal 
said, " Rajah Bikrum ! say why he laughed, and why he 
cried ?" The Rajah replied, " He laughed at seeing the 
devotee enter his son's body and at having learned this 
science, and he wept from regret at having to quit his 
own body, thinking that it would be his fate to abandon 
his own body in like manner." 

Having heard this, the Bytal went again 'to the 
tree, and was suspended in it ; and the Rajah went after 
him, and having fastened him placed him upon his 
shoulder and took him away. 



-:o:- 



THE TWENTY-FIFTH TALE. 

Then the Bytal said, " Rajah ! in the Deccan 
country is the city of Dhurmpoor, the Rajah of which 
was named Mahabul. Once on a time another Bajah 
of that country came and attacked him with an army 
and encompassed his city. The Rajah continued fight- 
ing for many days, whi^ his army joined with that of 
the enemy, and a part of it being destroyed, he was 
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reduced to despair, and went forth at night to the 
jungle, taking his wife and daughter with him. When 
they had trarelled some koss in the forest, day dawned, 
and a village appeared in sight. The Rajah having 
seated his wife and daughter under a tree, went himself 
towards the village to bring something to eat, when 
some Bheels came and surrounded him, and told him 
to throw down his arms. Having heard this, the Rajah 
began discharging arrows, and they also ; the fight 
continued thus for three hours, and many of the Bheels 
were killed ; in the mean time an arrow struck the 
skull of the Rajah with such force that he fell reeling 
down, and a Bheel came and cut off his head. When 
the queen and her daughter saw that the Rajah, waa 
dead, they returned to the forest, weeping and striking 
their breasts ; and having thus travelled a distance of 
about two koss, (4 miles) they became weary and sat 
down, and began to indulge in anxious reflections and 
thoughts of various kinds. In the mean time a Rajah, 
named Chundersen, and his son, were hunting in the 
jungle, the Rajah happened to see the marks of the two 
women's feet, and said to his son, " Whence have the 
marks of mortal feet made their sppearance (lit. come 
in this great forest)?" The Rajah's son said, " 
great king ! these are the marks of women's feet, a man's 
foot would not be so small." The Rajah replied, " Cer- 
tainly such a soft, delicate foot cannot be a man's." 
The son said, ^' They have only just passed by." The 
Rajah said, ^^ Come let us look for ihem in this forest ; 
and if we find them, I will give her to thee whose foot 
this larger one is, and I will take the other myself." 
Having made this mutual [promise^ or agreement, and 
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haying proceeded on their road, they taw them both 
sitting down ; being delighted at beholding them, the 
Rajah and his pon seated the two ladies according to 
agreement on their horses, and brought them home ; 
the son kept the mother, and the father, the daughter. 
Having proceeded thus far in the narrative, the 
Bytal said, " Rajah Bikrum ! What relationship will 
there be between the sons of these two?" Having 
heard this, the Rajah being ignorant, remained silent 
The Bytal being pleased, again said, ^^ Rajah ! I have 
been highly delighted at beholding thy firmness and 
resolution ; but listen to one thing I am about to tell 
you. A man has come into your city, the hairs of 
whose body are like thorns, and his body like wood, 
and his name is Shantsheel, and he has sent you to 
bring me ; he is himself sitting in a cemetery, and, 
performing in cantations, and he wishes to kill you, 
and therefore I put you on your guard, (or inform 
yon beforehand) that when he shall have finished his 
prayers, he will say to you, ' Rajah ! make a prostra- 
tion,' so that the eight principal parts of your body may 
touch the ground. ' Then do you say, " I am the 
Rajah of all Rajahs, and all Rajahs come and mak^ 
salutations to me and hitherto I have not made a saluta- 
tion to any one, tod know not how to do so. 
You are a spiritual preceptor, be pleased to do me the 
favour to instruct me, and I will do what vou wish." 
When he makes the salutation, inflict on nim such a 
wound with your sword, that his head may be severed 
from his body, and then you shall enjoy an unbroken 
reign ; and if you do not this, he will kill you, and hi» 
power will be immoveably established." Having thus 
cautioned the Rajah; the Bytal came forth from tht 
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dead body, and took his departure ; and, while it was 
yet night, the Rajah brought the corpse and placed 
it before the devotee (jogee,) who, on seeing it was 
pleased, and greatly extolled the Rajah. Then having 
pronounced some incantations and awakened the dead 
man, he offered up a sacrifice, and being seated facing 
to the south, he offered up to his Deity all the different 
ingredients of the oblation he had made ready ; and, 
having given pawn, flowers, perfumes, lamps and conse- 
crated food, and said prayers, he addressed the Rajah, 
" Do thou make prostration to me, thou wilt obtain 
great splendour and glory by doing so, wealth and 
treasures of all kinds shall remain for ever in thy house, 
and all thy wishes shall be accomplished." The Rajah 
having heard these words ; and recollected what the 
Bytal had said to him, answered with joined hands and 
greatest humility, " great king ! I know not how 
to perform prostration, but you are a spiritual preceptor, 
and if you will do me the favour to instruct me, iwill 
make one." When the devotee having heard thii, 
bent his bead to make a salutation, the Rajah struck 
him a blow with his sword, and his head was severed 
from his body, and the Bytal came and rained down 
flowers. It has been thus said, " That there it no 
injustice in killing a man who is about to kill himself, 
or who wishes to kill himself.*" At that time 'Indru 
and all the gods, having beWd the 'Rajah's courage, 
seated in their chariots, began to raise shouts of victory 
and exultation ; arid Rajah Indru, being delighted with 
Rajah Bikrumajeet, said to hini, ^* Ask a boon." Then 
_ ■ . — . — I .... I I rf . .1 1 — > ' ■ I ■ 

* Th« meaiiijpg: il that if ▲. be at tempt in e; to ilay B, B it jttstilM im 
fclUiagA. 
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the lUjah, haying joined his hands, 'said, " great king 
let this my history be published in the world." Indm 
replied, " This history shall be generally known so long 
as the moon, sun, earth, and sky continue, and thou 
shalt be Rajah of the whole world." 

Having thus spoken, Rajah Indru departed to his 
own abode, and the Rajah having taken those corpses, 
threw them into that cauldron of oil, when these two 
heroes made their appearence, and began to say, 
^' What are your commands for us ? " The Rajah said, 
'' Come, when I call you., {lit, when I remember you.)" 

Having exacted this promise from them, the Rajah 
went home, and began to administer the affairs of his 
government. There is a saying, '' That be a man 
learned, or a fool, a child, or a youth, if he be possessed 
of intellect and mind, he will triumph and obtain pre- 
ferment." 



THE END. 
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